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TAVING been obliged, thto* the ill State of 


- my Health, to lay afide the publick Exerciſes 
* the Miniſtry, I have been conſidering how 1 


might improve thoſe Intervals of Eaſe and Chear- 
fulneſs, with which a kind Providence hath indul - 


ged me, for the Service of Mankind: for ſervices 


able I would ſtill be; like one, that (as Dr. Lucas. 
expreſſeth it) truly loves his Country, when no 
other Way is left him, he fights for it on his 


« Stumps: ſo will I, even in the Remains of. a 
© broken Conſtitution, expreſs at leaſt my Affection 


— 6s 


© for Mankind, and breathe. out my laſt Gaſp in 


© its Service.. Nothing ſee 
my Friends more likely to an 


fections, this is my Encouragement;—that there are 
different Taſtes and Reliſhes in the World—that 
ſomething new, or expreſſed in a different Style and 
Manner, peculiar to 'the Writer himſelf, may. have 
a 2 Tendeney to inform and impreſs the 

A 5 N n 


| #; 


to myſelf and 
this End, than 
to publiſh ſome of the Compoſitions of my better | 
Days. Under a deep Conſciouſneſs of their Imper-. 


: * 


„„ PREFACE. 


- preached, whoſe ſpiritual Benefit I am particularly $5 


Readers, than more accurate Perfarmances: on the. 
fame ſubjects, with which they are already acquain- 
ted, —— A new Publication may alſo ſerve to ſup- 


ply the Place, and carry on the Deſign, of thoſe ; | 
. Treatiſes on the like Topicks, which may be falling 
into Forgetfulneſs. On theſe Accounts, and from | 


the great Importance of the Subjects of them, I 
hope the following Diſcourſes will be acceptable and. . 
uſeful to ſome ; eſpecially to thoſe who heard them 


bound ſtill to conſult; and whom I defire to Cone 


ſſlder this Book as affectionately dedicated to them. ED 


It will be natural for the Reader to inquire, why = 
I fixed upon the Subjects contained in this Volume? 


My reaſons were theſe. From all that I have ſeen 


and heard of the ſtate of Religion in this Nation, | 
there ſeem to be no Subjects, concerning which it 


| hath more Need to be ſeriouſly addreſſed and admo- 


niſhed. That there is a general Neglect of the im- 


portant Duties here urged, is alas] too evident; 


and that this Neglect is of moſt pernicious Conſe-— 
quence, the Profaneneſs, Luxury, Diſſipation, Licen- 


' tiouſneſs, and factious Spirit, which characterize the 


Age, too plainly demonſtrate. There ſeems to me ; 
much Reaſon to fear, that the many ſtrong Things, 


' which have been ſaid from the Pulpit and the Preſs, 
againſt Superſtition and Enthuſiaſm, how- ever true 
and juſt in themſelves, have had a Tendency, for 


Want of being property guarded, to increaſe theſe | 
1 Evil. 


PREFACE 


 Evils. ® While Perſons, with a good Deſign, have / FP 


undue Streſs on the Means of Religion or its exter- 


nal Forms, they have, before they were aware, led ] 
too many into the contrary, and more dangerous, 
Extreme: namely, that of neglecling ſome of thoſe + 
Duties, which are moſt clearly and reaſonably re- 

quired of us, ahd performing the Reſt in a. very | 


lifeleſs, trifling Manner. If their Cautions againſt 
Superſtition and Enthuſiaſm are attended with bitter 
Reflections or Sneers upon thoſe; who appear to be 
deeply ſerious and in earneſt, in religious Exerciſes 


| and Concerns, it is no wonder that the-rifing Genera- 
tion is prejudiced againſt every Thing grave and ſeri  _ 


ous, eſpecially all the devotional Parts of Religion. 


If Youth once come to think lightly of theſe, it is ] 


to be feared that they will ſoon loſe all Senſe of 


religious Obligation, and live altogether without 


GOD in the World. For it cannot be expecled, 
that any practical Regards to Gov and the great 
Motives of Religion ſhould be kept-up in the Mind, 
if the publicle and private Exerciſes of Wan 
ſink · into Contempt.——1I hope theſe Diſcourſes, as 


far as they extend, may, by the Bleſſing of Gov, „ 
| contribute to check this growing Corruption; by . „ 


| VV leading 
1 is an . exnepfinly miſchievous Practice, when Men join 


© in looſe Harangnes| againſt Enthufiaſm and. Superſtition, with- j 


* out putting in due Cautions to. diſtinguiſh them from the moſt 
rational Feelings of Love and Marks of Reſpect to our Maker, 
© Redeemer, and SanQifier, which Chriſtianity path e F 
FK T6 3 1 IO es 


- 
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been ſolicitous to caution others againſt laying. We | 


* 


CCC P 


c. NY 
leading thoſe, who read them, at leaſt to pauſe and 


conſider, before they conform to the Werld; and by. 
exciting thoſe, -who have hitherto made Conſcience / 


= of regarding all divine Commands and Inſtitutions, | to 


be watchful againſt Declenſions, and abffain from the 


Appearance of Evil, how many ſo-ever venture upon a 
As to the Diſcourſes themſelves, they are plain, 


wad familiar: at leaſt it hath coſt me no little Pains 


to make them ſo. But of this Kind, 1 think all 
wind Diſcourſes ought to be, if Preachers deſire 
to engage the Attention and affect the Heart. le 
is too common for them to have their Language 
or their Ideas, above the Capacity of the Bulk of 


their Heaters. Theſe are chiefly intended for Per- 


ſons of low Education and common Abilities; as | 
I deſire to ſtoop to the humble Office of helping the 
lower Rank of Mean in the Way to Happineſs and 


Heaven, whoſe Capacities and Advantage are too 
little conſulted in moſt modern Publications. 


On this Account, I have not entered critically 
into the Arguments for the religious Obſervation 


of the Lord's Day ; eſpecially thoſe which have been 


grounded on the fourth Commandment: but have 
endeavoured, as clearly as I could, to ſtate and il - 
luftrate thoſe, which appeared to me moſt ſolid and 
affecting. Tho' particular Arguments ſhould be 


thought by ſome, weak and of little Force, or not 


ſtated with ſufficient Accuracy, I hope, that when. 
the Whole is taken together, it will evidently ſhow 
dur 3 to this 81 Biſhop Burnet, in bis 


OE 


— — WI — 


— — WG —— 


| In tory of the Reformation, obſerves, that . n had c 


_ © Queſtions about the Morality of it, and the Obliga- | 
© tion of the fourth Commandment, For when one 


Reflections on both Sides, and hath concluded 48 
too commen a Neglect of that Day ; which, inſtead 


9 Looſeneſs.” I have endeavoured to avoid both 
theſe Extremes, and. have urged nothing as a neceſ- 
fary Part of Sabbath-ſanQifieation, but what. ap- 
peared to me ſcriptural, and what, 1 am well per- 


of them. I am principally indebted to Dr. Wright's 


Rr EFTA WW; 
* been happy for the Church, if all had agreed, p 


* ſince that Time, to preſs. the religious Obſerva- | 
« tion of the Lord's Day, without ſtarting needleſs _ 


Party raiſed the Obligation of that Day to a Pitch | 
that was not practieable, it provoked others to 
* flacken it too much. This produced many ſharp 


+ of being ſo great à Bond and Inſtrument of Re- 
* ligion, is become generally a Day of Idleneſs and 


ſuaded, from Reading, Obſervation and Bene | 
is practicable and uſefuln. 2 
They who are well acquainted EY the Writers 
upon the Subjects here handled, may perceive that 
J have in ſome Places made conſiderable Uſe of the 

Sentiments and perhaps of the Language of ſome 


Treatiſe on the Lord's Day, and Mr. Howe's 5 
mons on Family- religion. As I imagine very 
have ſeen the latter, and not many the former, ] | " 
thought I ſhould, do, ſome Service, by adopting the - . 1 
we Ariking Sentiments in theſe excellent. Books, , + 
| TEES oy 15 and \ 2 


de. 


_— = — — 
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vnn PREFACE 


and ſuggeſting them to thoſe, who might” never 4e | 


the Books themſelves. If I appear only as a hum- 


ble Collector, 1 hope this Work will Not be-:lef@.; | 
acceptable and uſeful on that Account: and if the "2 

Criticks cenſure me, it will affect me very little, 
amidſt many heavier Burdens, Which eee : 


hath ſeen fit to lay upon me, 


Many will doubtleſs ſuggeſt, that my. Directions 


relating to the ſeveral Subjects here conſidered, are 
too preciſe and ſtrict: that Men will not now bear 


ſuch an Application to the religious Exerciſes of 
the Cloſer and Famiſy, and particularly thoſe of the 
Sabbath, as T have urged. Such a Plea may ſeem 
at firſt View very ſpecious : and it is. not improba-. 
ble, that ſome Minifters, who have had the Intereſt 
of Religion really at Heart, may have been diſ. 
couraged by the ſame Apprehenſion, from making 
ſuch Attempts, as they might otherwiſe have made, 
for the Revival of it, by the Methods here pro- 
poſed. They would be glad to ſee a devotional 


Spirit increaſing among us: but have been ready 
to think it in vain to ſtand againſt the Stream, 


or to expect, from the preſent Generation, that ſtrict _ 


— ———— — L £4 
* * 
£ % 
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Obſervance of religious Duties, which was ſo great ) 
an Honour to our pious Anceſtors ——In Anſwer to” 


this Reaſoning, I beg Leave to remind my Readers, 5 
and eſpecially my Brethren in the Miniſtry, of that 
- awful Admonition to the Prophet Jeremiah (Chap. 
XV. 19.) Thus n the Lord, if thou as hg the 


mw Bet 
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— from the wile, thou ſhalt Bei as my Mouth : ln” * 
tem return unto thee, But return not thou unto them.. 
« Diſtinguiſh accurately between the good and bad, - 

' * Infiſt upon Men's Compliance with the Demands - _ 

of my Word, which thou art to lay before them: 
a but do not thou lower the Standard of Religion, f 
comply with their Cuſtoms and Humour, or think 
© to make the Matter eaſier to them than my Word 
© hath made it.“ 1 heartily wiſh that all Chriſtian - 
Miniſters may act this faithful Part, and guard a> 
gainſt the numerous Temptations, which they will 
fund in this Age, to allow themſelves in that Conduct, 
which the Prophet is warned againſt. I am very 
ſenfible that ſome Regard is to be had to the dify 
| ferent Taſte of the Age, with Regard to the Mannet 
in which Perſons are to be addrefled on religious 
Subjects, and Inſtrutions and Admonitions ' given, | 
Here, chriſtian Prudence muſt direct; and that Me» f 
thod ſhould be choſen, which will be moſt likety 
to win upon the Mind, and thus anſwer the Ed 
propoſed, Bat ſtill the Truths to be delivered and 
the Duties to be enſorced, are always the lame: 
and we are to take all our Directions from the in- 
variable Standard of the Scripture, and not atte m pft 
to bring down its Rules to the corrupted 3 
the Age. The Inſtru tors of others ought to be 
very cautious, how-ever good their Intentions may | _ 
be, that they do npt make Conceſſions in Favour Wi ' 4 
of any faſhionable Practices or Neglects, which they \ 1 
Om or * to be contrary to ** Word of 3 
| A * _ Gov, ; 


Ff. „ e 
God, or may be of pernicious Tendeney.“ It is - 
ſurely more becoming their Character ſeriouſly to 
remonſtrate againſt them, * whether Men will bear 
or forbear.“ Let me add, that when they think 
it needful to guard their Hearers againſt Superſtition 
or Enthuſiaſm, the utmoſt Caution is neceſſary, that 
they do not leſſen im their Eſteem the Importance 
of religious Duties, and lead them unawares either 
to neglect them or perform them in a careleſs, ſuper- 
ficial Manner. They ſhould eonſider, that the Ge- 
nerality of Mankind eannot. diſtinguiſh nicely on 
| ſuch Subjects; and, unlefs great Care be taken, will 
be in Danger of miſtaking what is ſaid of the Abuſe 
of religious. Inſtitutions, for an Objection to the 
Inſtitutions themſelves, We ſee univerſally that Per- 
ſons are ready enough te depart from the strictneſo 
of the Rule. Such is the Depravity of human Na- 
: ture! and ſuch the Force of Cuſtom and Faſhion in | 
| A We e ur But if the Rule We * relax - 
ed, 


As a Specimen of ſuch Conceſſions, relating to 12 Obſervation _ 
of the Lord's Day in particular, I am ſorry to be able to refer 
40 a reſpectable and ſerious Writer; who adviſeth young Men to 
ſpend the Remainder of the Sabbath, after publick Worſhip, eitber 
In Reading or Meditation, or in innocent and amufing Walks, with \ 
- futh as they are fure will lead them into mo Evil, but infiru? and 
improve them by their friendly and rationa Converſation. Dopp's 
Sermons to Young Men, V. 1. S. vi. p. 293. Yet this Writer 
laments the Profanation of the Sabbath in this Age and Nation, 
| eſpecially in Londen and its Environs. And might not many of. 
the Profaners of it plead the Licefice of this eminent and. popular 
Preacher, and fo Let a Snare to their Saum? Nothing is more evi- 
| dent, than that in ſuch Caſes the Proverb is verified, that if you | 
give Men an mo they will take an Ell. 


of 
— — — — 


% 


ed, it is to be feared there are too many, who wilt 34 
take the Advantage of ſuch Conceflions to go yet 
further; and (as I have known to be the Caſe) will 
| plead the Authority of their Miniſters for Practices, 


ported by a more E 
E Amen, 1 I 44 


r 2217 e 2. 1 


which thoſe Miniſters really diſapprove, 1 think 
inconſiſtent with the Religion of Jes. 
I have only to defire that theſe Diſcourſes may 2 


be tried by the Word of God: and if any Thing 


be urged in them, which is not expreſly required 


from it, and therefore is in Effect required, the 


Reader is at Liberty to reject it. Otherwiſe, let 


bim take heed how he reject it, leſt a 


deſpiſing, not Man, but God. By this Word we 


are all to be judged at laſt, and not by the Fahions 


and Manners of the Age. May we all therefore 
pay a becoming Regard to it, and to thoſe Duties 


owing to the blefſed Gov, which it commandeth! 


for nne 


Soul, and all our Mind, and all our ee 


che firſt and great Commandment.“ 


I commend theſe Diſcourſes to the Reader's * 5 
did and ferious Pernſal, and to the divine Bleſſing: 


and Holineſs ; which can only be revived and ſup- 5 


9 


Kidderminfter, 


there, or may not, by fair Conſequence, be deduced 0 


earneſtly praying, ' that they may be proſpered s 
Means of reviving the decaying Intereſt of Piety 


| 


Sl. T5» 1709s : f + | J. O. . | 


BOOKS publiſhed by the ſame AurROR. 
'EMOIRS of the Life, Character and Writings of he 
late Rev. Dr. nr, W Paper, 20s Demy ans | 

12m0. 2s 6d. 0h, 
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But Fe _ 9 prayef, 3 Chie, _ 


aullen tlon haſt ſhut 2 Door, pray to thy Father 
 avhich is in ſecret, and 


her Mall reward thee openly. | 4 


H E Apoſtle Peter obſerveth, an Chrig hath 
once ſuffered for Sins, the juſt for 'the unjuſt, 
that he might bring us to GOD,” And it is the great 


thy Father which * Fo | 


. 


Deſign of the Goſpel, of all its Doctrines and Pre- 


cepts, all its Promiſes and Sanctions, to bring us back 
to Gop from whom we had revolted ; to reſtore his 


Image upon our Souls, and recover us to his Favour 


and Friendſhip, in order to our being prepared for 


everlaſting Happineſs in and with him. Now, hom 


can we become like Gop, conformed to his Image and 
happy in his Favour, but by Acquaintance and Con- 


verſe with him; by ſetting him always before us, and f 
frequently addreſſing him in a ſerious folemn Manser, f 


as the greateſt and beſt of Beings? It is no wonder, 
therefore, that the Scripture lays ſo great a Streſs 
upon this; repreſenis Religion as walking with GOD, 
and _— 8 abound in the Exereiſes of Prayer - 


and Praiſe. neceſfary, if we would reſemble 
Gop and jo his * _ we have our Sea» 


4 
: 


Cuntir's Dire&ions we Dit 6; x 


ſons of Retirement, to converſe with. him; and by 
Reading, Meditation and Prayer, enjoy Communion © 
: with the Father and with his Son Chriſt Fe LON: 
This is the Doty I am now to recommend to you: 4 
1 Duty, which, if we may judge by the Tempers and 
Lives of profeſſing Chriſtians, is either ſhameſully / 
neglected, or very eareleſsly performed. And even 
the belt of us need to be ſtirred up to be more regular, 
ſerious and lively in the Diſcharge of it. Hear then, 
ye Diſciples of Chriſt, what your Lord-and Maſter 
faith, —— He had been cautioning his Followers a- 
gaiĩnſt the Vanity and Hypocriſy of many of the- Jeu 
in their Acts of Charity and Devotion, and diregts 
them how to perform theſe Duties. Having menti- 
oned the Hypocriſy of the Jes in their Manner of | 
Praying, and the Ends they propoſed by it, he, in | : 
the Text, tells us, how we are to perform it, in 
what Manner, 'and for what End. Intending to 
diſcourſe to you on the Reaſonableneſs and Advan - 
tage of ſecret Prayer, and to give you ſome Hints of 
Advice on the proper Manner of performing it, 1 
cannot introduce the Subject better than with our 
Text; But thou, wwhen thou prayeſt, enter into thy Cliſet, - 
and when thou haſt ſhut thy Door, pray to thy Father ... 
 avhich is in ſecret, and thy. Father which feeth in N 
Hall reward thee 29 5. In wann upon i hall, 


1 


1. Conſider the Diredion- our Lord gives, ou a. 
Performance of fecret Prayer. 


u. The Arguments by which he urgeth | it. | 


MI. Lay before you ſome further Motives to excite 
you to Gar SING of 1 it. And then, 


„ #? 


wv. Pros, 


- 8 
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Iv. Propoſe ſome Refledions, and A which 
may be ſerviceable for Conviction, Direction and 


Encouragement. —— And may that Gop who de- A 1 
lighteth in the Prayer of the upright, and inha- 
biteth the Praiſes of the grateful, proſper this 5 
humble Attempt to promote his 25 and your FF 


Edification | I propoſe, 144.5 
I. To conſider the Directions our 1 ha . 


relating to ſecret Prayer. And he directs that Prayer 
be offered to Gop that it be offered in en 1 
that i it be addreſſed to Go a5 our Father... n 43 i 


Wh He requires that Prayer be offered to G. 


This is. plainly and ſtrongly intiwaced, though 0 
directly expreſſed, in the Text. You ſee he takes it 
for granted, that his Diſciples did and would pray 
to Gop, each by himſelf,” He does not ſet n 


to proue this to be a Duty: they knew it and *. 7 


lowed it to be a very important one. It was a Duty: | 


which the Light of Nature directed; which was res: 5 3 


quired of the Jcus and practiſed by them. They 


laid great Streſs. upon it. Thoſe that appeared reli“ | - Nl 


gious among them, made many Prayers. The Times 


of offering up the morning and evening Sacrifice 
were their uſual Times of Prayer. The Incenſe Wick 
the Prieſts offered every Day in the Temple, was to 3 


be conſidered as an Emblem of Prayer; as 
panying the private Prayers of the whole Natior 


and intended to repreſent the Acceptableneſs of hoy {14-4 
unto Gov, The DireQion-he gives his Diſciples in 
the Text, how: to perform this Duty, is in Effet a | 
Command o peroom i. rener in it, and not 1 L3G 
= Oe? 8 


* 


* 5554 * 
1. Jpn 
81 4 


Res... 0” RR P 
* * ö tt . 
| 3 
* 


— » : : 
„„ Cnnzor's Direfions 18 vit * 
negle& ie. He would not have given them a Rule, 
bo to perform it, except they had before known it 
to be their Duty, or had received previous Com- 
mands from him about it. So in the foregging Verſe, + 
be direQts them how to give their Alus; which im- 
plies, that it was their Duty to be liberal and relieve | 
the Poor, according to their Ability. Chrift had alſo- 
ſet them an Example of performing this Duty: and 
they knew, from his Precepts and Example, that their 
Obligation to it was not - ſuperſeded and ſet aſide 
by their Joining in any ſocial Workkip particularly 
not by going up to the Temple and praying there; 
'  =—Beſides, it is neceſſary to be confidered, that the- 
Promiſe annexed to this Service in the Text, of 3. 
ing rewarded openly, intimates that it was their Duty: 
| For the Promiſes are made to the faithful Diſcharge | 
4 of our Duty. So that our Lord's taking it for granted 
ö that they would offer up private Prayer, directing | 
them how to do it, and giving them an encouraging 
Promiſe, is as much a Command. to perform it, as if: 
it had been delivered in expreſs Words. And we 
| ſhall afterwards. ſee that we have other Seripture-au- 
| thority to recommend and enfyroe ne Lord 
_ his Diſciples, 1 OT 


. That this Duty be performed i in fone 


i Thou, when thou prayeſt, enter into thy Cloſet, 1 
when thou haſt hut rhy Door, pray. He directs them 
in the foregoing Verſe, that they ſhould not be as the 

Hypocrites, that Jowe to pray Standing, in the Syna- 
Feguet, and the Corners of tl Streets. The Phariſees 
| and other hypoctitical Jeb, had their ſtated Hours. 
15 . and contrived CT at thoſe 


N 


1 


ance of Oſtentation, and when their Times of Prayer 


Diſ. 1. concerning sfr PhAYER. 
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Hours, in ſome publick Place, as in the Synagogue or 
Corners of Streets, that it might ſeem an accidental 


Thing: there they ſtood and prayed, to be ſeen' of 


Men, and reverenced as Perſons of uncommon Pietys = 
But Chriſt directs his Diſciples to avoid all Appears 


were come, to enter into their Cloſen. The Word ſig- | 


| nifies any ſecret retired Apartment; and may include 


a Cloſet, Bed-chamber, or any ſolitary Place. Some 
have imagined, that our Lord uſed a Word of this 
Latitude, comprehending any retired Place, that his 


Diſciples might have no Excuſe for omitting the 
Duty, becauſe they had not the Convenience of ſuch 
a Place as they choſe, or thought ſufficiently private. 
He directs them to hut ihe Door, in order to avoid 


Oſtentation ; to exclade Spectators; to keep out, as 


* much as poſſible, any Noiſe, from diverting the 
Thoughts; and to prevent any Interruption in tha 


Service. He would have them retire from all Man- 


kind; even from their Families, and neareſt Relati- 
ons; get as far as they could, out of the Noiſe an& _ 
Hurry of the World; have their Hearts free from 55 
worldly Cares and Diſtractions, and attain as much _ 
Fixedneſs and Compoſure of Thought, as was in their 
Power. The Nature of private Prayer requires this: 


lt is a private perſonal Buſineſs ; with which no one 


bath any concern, but the Perſon himſelf; and the 


Reaſon our Lord gives, that Gon /eeth in ſecret, im- 
plies that no one elſe doth or ſhould ſee. It is true 
indeed, all have not Cloſets, or Bed - chambers of 


their own; they have not the ſame Conveniences for” 


Retirement: but their Daty is to be as retired a2 


| they can, and not | omit this. Service becauſe they = 


po 


r / Cnnror's Dire&ions 3 Dit 4 

* : + I a - 
Fi ; g Py 
5 1 as 0 as they woold, It is every one's 1 


iſ Buſineſs to manage this Service in as private and 
vnaffected a Manner, as they can. Our Circam- 
| BHances may be ſuch, that it cannot be hid. Our 
Families may know, that, at ſtated Times, we retire 
buy ourſelves; and will naturally ſuppoſe, if they have 

. any Senſe of Religion, that we retire for Reading, 


2 Meditation and Prayer: and there is nothing in 
mis to be aſhamed of. There is no Reaſon we 


4 
*>- ſhould be unwilling zhey ſhould know this; for it 


2 will be an Inſtruction and Example to them; and this 
2 is no way inconſiſtent with our Lord's Direction. But 


Care ſhould be taken to perform this Duty withogt 
any unbecoming Elevation of Voice: though I be- 
$2 lieve moſt Chriſtians find, that a diſtin& Pronunciation 
4 N 15 of Words, with a low Voice, is moſt uſeful as tending | | 
do keep the Thoughts engaged, and prevent Diſtrae- 
tions. Our Lord plainly intimates, that it is an 
important, ſerious, ſolemn Work; and therefore W 
T - mould be careful, that no foreign Objects, no im- - 
pertinent Thoughts intrude, but that it be performed 
heartily as unte the Lord, aud to kim a ES tr 73 
n his Diſciples, 


5 | That Gon be addreſſed as a ms 8 | 5 | 
79 Prayer is a bred ſerious Addreſs to Goo; l 


Ba when we pray to him, we are to conſider him as 
14 2 Father, and have a View to his Approbation an- 
Acceptance. We are to conſider him as the Father 
27 the qwhole Univerſe, All Creatures are his Off- 


ſpring. He is the great Parent - mind; the Father of 
our Spirits, and all Souls are his. By the Expreſſion 
Fw our Father aulich 1 is (es dome underſtand. 
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his being miete to our bodily: Eyes. ke i! ; 
Spirit, whom no Man hath ſeen or can fee. We Eo 
pray not to an Idol, that is the Object of Senſo, * 
that we can ſee and touch: nor are we to addreſs 2 
Prayer to any Creature, as an Image'or Repreſenta- p 
tion of Gon: but to him alone who is inviſible, ; 
We are to pray under a full Perſuaſion of his Omnts - -* 

' ſcience and Omnipreſence; that, though we ſee him 
not, yet he ſeeth and knoweth us and all Things. 
We are therefore to conſider him as a&#ually preſent - 
with us; hearing every Word we utter, diſcerning 
every Thought which ariſeth in our Minds. He is 
there, where no one elſe is: and we are to ſet him 
before us, as the Witneſs of our moſt private Ac» 
tions, our moſt ſecret Thoughts. We are to pray, 
as if we ſaw the erernal Fehowah ſtanding in ſome 
viſible Luſtre before us, and attending to every Word 4 
we utter. When we are exhorted to addreſs Go * 4 
as our ' Father, it intimates that we are to pray in| ' 


Faith; Faith, in his perfeft Knowledge, Wilen. 
and Goodneſs, * He that cometh to Goo, ſaith the 
Apoſtle, muſt þelieve'that He is, and that He is che 4 


Rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him.” We are 
to addreſs him as our Father, who gave us ane Ba 
ing, on whom we conftantly\depend ;- as a wiſe and 
good Father, always able, and always ready, to help 7 


* with a Belief that He heareth our Prayers, and will! 1 
L2 grant all thoſe Things that are needful, or will be | 4 4.4 
© good for us. We are to acknowledge, adore, and | BE: 7 


give him the glory of, his infinite Perfections ane 
Excellencies; to acknowledge our Obligations to- 

him, for bis various and numberleſs Mercies j — IF |? 
to _— wich * and ai our ©" Ye . = 


— 


in the Aſſembly of the Saints, but to be had in 


” 18 Canis, Dire&#ions © Dis. 5 


5 Undutifulneſs and Diſobedience — to intreat his 
| fatherly Mercy, Help, and Comfort; — to devote 
- ourſelves and all we have, and can do, to him; AC 
| knowledging his Right and Claim to our beſt Ser. 
| vices ;—— and we are to make Interceſſion for his 
whole Family, to addrefs him as ow Father who is in 
Heaven, and pray for one another. Further, ad- 


drefling Gov as Hur Father, who is in ſecret, intimates | 


that we ſhould do it with great Seriou/ne/s and Reves 
| rence; be careful what we ſay and not be raft to utter 
any Thing with our Mouths, A greater Freedom is 
allowable in our private Addreſſes to Gov: than in 


our ſocial ones: but Rill there is a Decorum to be 


obſerved in i Preſexce, as there is in the Preſence : 
of an earthly Father or Sovereign, if we were alone 


with him: for Gov is not only greathy to be feared 


Reverence of all them that are about him. — Once 
more, addrefling him as our Father intimates, that 


we ſhould do it with arne Defire and chearful Hope 3 
ſenſible of our Wants, their Number and Impor- 
tance; and rejoicing in this Aſſurance, that He, 


who ſpared not kis own Son but delivered him up for 


us all, will with him alſo n e 
2 e en are to conſider, 


9 5 U. The Arguments by which our r Lord urgeth this 
Duty. They are theſe three; — Gop was their Fa- 
ther — He ſeeth in ſecret — and would reward them 
openly. Let us conſider each of dan with | Applir 8 
cation to ourſelves. | 


1. Gop is our Father, : 


my x 
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This is both an Obligation and an Encouragement 1 
| 20 pray in ſeeret it i an Obligation. Gov is 
our Father. He is, as we hinted above, the Parent 1 
of the whole Univerſe ; the Father of Men and An- 


gels : and there was nothing peculiar in the Character 


or Circumſtances- of the Diſciples which will not | 
equally affect us. Beſides; the Multitude as well as 
nis Diſciples, were now his Hearers: He addreſſed 


this Sermon to them, and, as the Zvangelif tells us 


at the Cloſe of it, taught them with Authority. God 
is our Father. So in the Lord's Prayer, Chriſt hath 


inſtructed us to addreſs him, -as his Children, As 


ſuch, we are obliged to pray to him. It is an Act 
of Homage which we owe to the Father of our | 
Spirits: for, as He himſelf argueth, if I be a Fa- 


ther where is my Fear or Reverence? Private Prayer 
is a Part of 'Morality : a Daty we owe to Gov, re- 


ſulting from our Relation and Obligations to him, 
and Dependance upon him. Every one is bound. 
to pay Reſpect to his Superiours : Every Child in a 
Family to pay particular and diſtint Homage and 


Duty to a Parent. To this I would add, that the 


Condeſcenſion of Gov in ſtyling himſelf our Fackerji | 
and permitting our Application to bim under that 
endearing Title, though we are unworthy, ſinful 
Creatures, increaſeth the Obligation to it. He bath 
ſent his Son, his only begotten, his dear Son, to aſ- 
ſure us of his parental Care and Love, and introduce 
a3 into hir Preſence, || Therefore we mult be rade, 


ungrateful, diſobedient and rebellious, if we neglect 
Praying to him. His being our Father is alſo 
an Encouragement to pray. Children naturally bring 


all their ee to their 5 aſk him for 


92 . 105 * y 
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ſires of our Hearts. Your Father, ſaith Clriſ in the 
Sth verſe, 4noweth what Things ye have need of 
before ye aſ him, and is diſpoſed. to give them. But 
he hath commanded us to pray, as a Means of ob- 
uining them, and. will not grant his choiceſt Bleſſinge 
without Prayer. So he faith, © I know the [Thoughts 
chat I think towards you, Thoughts of Peace and not of 
oil; but it is added, then ſhall. ye call upon me and FI 


WEE Our Father ſeeth in ſecret. 1 


* 


kde” they want, a defire his Favour and gat 5 
They expect a Supply of their Wants, and Tendernefs. 
Pity and Help from him. Now, the bleſſed Gop _T 
/ hath a much greater Tenderneſs and Concern for us, 

than our - earthly Parents. He putteth into their 

Hearts all their fatherly Pity and Affection: and (as 

our Lord beautifully and ſtrongly argues) * if ye being 
evil, know how to give good Gifts to your Children, 

| how much more ſhall your Father, which is in Hea- 


ven, give good Things to them that aſk him? His 


Heart is always full of Tenderneſs: his Eyes are ever 
upon his devout Children: his Ears are always open 
to their Cry. Thro' Chriſt, we have Acceſs. by 


ene Spirit to the Father; and under the Influence as. 
that Spirit, we may ſay, 43be Father, with humble 
Confidence, that he will ſatisfy all the reaſonable De- 


. 
S 3 
re 


ye ſhall go and pray unte me, and I will une 
unto you! + —— Another Argymont- 1. eee 


* 


| You are not addrefiing an Idol, that can e 
hear nor ſee; nor praying to a Gov that cannot ſaye. 


_ "But addrefling Jeloval, who is a Spirit, inviſible to 
mortal 28 And it e us to . him the 
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every one of them: his Ear would reach to every 


Petition would be overlooked or forgotten by him. 
What an awful, and at the ſame Time, what à com- 


* 
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Ward in our Tongue but he knoweth it altogether : 6 
yea, he knoweth the Things that come into our 
Minds, every one of them.“ Now is not this glorious 
and awful Being the worthy Object of our Reverence 
and Adoration ? He ſeeth the praying Chriſtian in 
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Place, and attend to every Requeſt; and not one 


fortable Thought! Who would not fear thee, O 

thou /earcher of all Heart: Who would not addreſs 

| thee, O thou Gop that heareft Prayer! Let me re- 
peat the important Thought in his own' Words ; 
His Eyes run to and fro throughout the whole Earth, 
beholding the evil and the good; neither is there 
any Creature but what is maniſeſt in his Sight: all 
Tings are naked and open to the Eyes of him with | 
whom we have to do. The Darkneſs hideth not 
from im, but the Night ſhineth as the Day: the 
Darkneſs and the Light are both alike to him. He 
diſcerneth our Thoughts afar off. There is not a2 


his deepeſt Retirement: he ſeeth the Receſſes of 


| Glory of his Omplpreſorice; and adore his coripes: | 
henfive and boundleſs Knowledge. His  infinitely- 
capacious Mind reads every Sentiment and Thought 
through the immenſe Creation. He is not only pre- 
ſent in Heaven, where ten thouſand times ten thou» | 
fand holy Worſhippers continually bow before him: 
he is not only preſent in the Aſſemblies of his Peo- © 
ple here below; but with every particular Perſon _ 
in his moſt ſolitary Place and retired Moments. Were 
each of his rational Creatures to. retire at the ſame 
Time, to pray to him, his Eye would be upon 
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„„ -  Cnnuar's Argumenty Dir: n 
bis Heart, choſe Sentiments, AﬀeRions; aud De⸗ 


to hurt or frighten you, nor will your broken Lan- 
guage be uttered in vain. Gop delighteth in the 
* ſecret Prayers even of a Child. What an Encourage- | 
ment is this to us all, to pour out our Hearts before 
aur heavenly Father ? He ſeeth our. Gratitude and 


; fciently expreſs, are all known to him; for he ] ; 


tteteſtify his Approbation of it; which leads me to add. 
chat another Argument which our * urges. 0 
. recommend ſecret Prayer, is, 2 


ſires, which none but himſelf can diſcern. Von need 


not be afraid, Children, of going alone into the. 


darkeſt and moſt ſolitary Place, to pray: for your 
heavenly Father is there. Nothing can come there 


Humiliation : he diſcerneth our holy Deſites, pious 
Affections and good Reſolutions. All our Deſire is; 


: #efore him, and our Groaning is not hid from him. 
Even thoſe Groazings, thoſe ſtrong and earneſt De- 


fires, that cannot be uttered, which no. Words can ſuf; | 


knoweth the Mind of the Spirit, which. is a thou- 


. ſand Times more. concealed than the Neceſſes of the 
Cloſet. Pray to thy Father then in ſeeret, for He 


ſeeth in ſecret; not only with perfect Diſcernment, 


but avith Approbation and Delight. He hearkens, with 


pleaſing Attention, to what thou uttereſt in thy Clo- 


4 ſet: He hears it; He never. forgets it; it is all re- 


corded i in the Book of his Remembrance, and He will 


3. Our heavenly Father will reward. us openly, 


DN, He never ſaid to the Seed of Faces, ſeek ye me in | 
Vain. The Criticks are not agreed, to what thie 
Promiſe in the Text particularly relates. Several 
| Intrprecations have been. * of. as Wards: b: nd, 


/they 
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they may. all be true, as all are compeehendai: r 46 
this general Declaration. It may refer partly to a2 
Reward in this World, but chiefly, one in another. 1 


It may in Part refer to 4 Reward in this Worlg. 


For inſtance, He ſometimes confers upon devout, 
Chriſtians, ſome: ſpecial Tokens of his Favour: ſuch-.- 
as worldly Proſperity, when He knows it will be good 
for them: and indeed Prayer has a natural Tendency ; 
to. promote Dili „Prudence, Moderation, and 7 
good Economy; kh ſo furthers. Men's temporal Inte- 4 
reſts. It alſo draws down. that Blefling which maketh- - . 
rich and adds no Sorrow with it. Accordingly. ſome” 
very judicious. Chriſtians have obſorved and informed. 
the World, that they have found their worldly Buſi- 
neſs. moſt proſperous and ſuceeſsful,: when they have 
been moſt regular, ſerious and lively in the Exerciſes. - 
of ſecret Duty. — Perhaps the Promiſe may alſo. | 
refer ta the Efteem.of Men. Thoſe who, like the Pha». | 
riſees, pray, only to be ſeen of Men, have their 
Reward. But the Teſtimony of worthy and ſenſible 
Men to our general good Character, that we act our. 
Part well in Life, is a great Bleſſing, contributing to | 
our Uſefulneſs Y and it depends very much upon the 
Turn which Gop giveth to Men's Minds. This is one 
Way of rewarding, his People, giving them Favour in 
the Sight of Men. Sometimes God grants to 
his praying Servants: ga Anſevers. to their eee 7 
The World about them ſeeth the Effects of the Bleſ- \ 1 
ſing., tho they ſaw: not the Means or Inſtrument of 1 
procuring, it. Undoubtedly He rewards them open- 
ly by improving. tleir Gifts, an Graces. He beſtowe 
* them more of a Spirit of Holineſs — their 

9 | We: e Tem- 


©; 
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. 1 Altun, ; Dif. 1. 
an grow more mild, ſoft and benevolent ; | 


| — their Paſſions more compoſed and better govern- 


ed; — their Graces are ſtrengthened; — their Love 
to Gop and Man increaſeth, and they are filled 
with the Fruits of Righteouſneſs. | As in 'Conſe- 
quence of this, they are more. happy in themſelves, 
more comfortable in their ſeveral Relations, and more 
_ uſeful in the World, they may be ſaid to be re- 

waxded openly. | 
But I apprehend that the Promiſe chiefly N 
to the future World; to the Recompence they ſhall 
receive at the Reſurrection of the juſt. Tien the 


Secrets of all Hearts ſhall be revealed, and every Man 5 


| ſhall have Praiſe of Gop. He will openly acknow- 
ledge them before the aſſembled World of Men and 
Angels, as his devour Servants, He will tet that 
grand, general Aſſembly know, what Pains this and | 
that particular Chriſtian took in his ſecret Retire- 
ment, to underſtand his Bible and feel the Force of 
its Truths: to keep his Heart in a good Frame while 
addreſſing his Father, and to enjoy Communion with 
him. Gov will then applaud them as good and 
faithful Servants, and confer perfect and everlaſting 
Happineſs upon them. Though a Chriſtian doth- 
not pray to his Father in ſecret with a View merely | 
to his Honour ; yet ſome Regard to the Eſteem and 
Affection of Saints and Angels is allowable ; as we 
hope they will be the Companions and Joint- par- 
takers of our Felicity. His main View is to pleaſe 
Gop and approve himſelf to him: and He will 
_ - bountifully reward thoſe Services and Actions, which 
are ſo entirely referred to the Views of honouring 
and pleaſing him. There can be no Merit 2 5 
8 N 


a 


„ 
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Caſe, Merit in Prayer! nothing can be more. abſurd.” 
But our gracious: Father will reward the: devout 


Petitions of his Children as well as grant them. 


"Theſe are the Arguments by which Chriſt urgeth 5 
our praying in ſecret ;—that Goo is our Father —- 
He ſeeth in n d wilb reward us openly. — 


Here I muſt conclude the preſent Diſcourſe, Retire. 


and think of theſe Things. You call Chriſt Maſter 


and Lord: hear then what he ſaith, and comply with 
what he requireth. I had rather ſend one poor Crea- 
ture home to his Knees, than have the Applauſe of 
the whole Aſſembly. O! that Gop may pour out 

upon you all, a Spirit of Grace and Supplication ! 
May He prepare and diſpoſe your wrt to Pray. 


and incline his our to hear! Annen. 
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' awhen tliou haſt nut thy Door, pray to thy Eathir | 
 wwhich is in ſecrat, and thy ie Wh oa In 
e Hall e thes K. 


LAD 1 of great Anas in Fassl 
and Piety, * uſed often to ſay, © She auould not 
be hired out of her Cloſet for a thouſand Worlds. . She 


© never enjoyed ſuch Hours of Pleaſure and ſuch free 


4 and intimate Communion with Gon, as ſhe. had 


8 Add don themſelves of one of the greateſt Pri- 


© vileges allowed to Men.“ I cannot wiſh you, Bre- 
| thren, a greater Happineſs, than that your Lives may, 
in this Reſpect, be like her's, Lives of Prayer; and 
then they will be ſober, righteous, and godly Lives; 


full of Comfort, and full 'of Uſefulneſs. In order to 
promote this, I have been addreſſing, and am further 


+ to addreſs you, on the important Subje& of ſecret 


Prayer, - I propoſed to conſider our Lord's Direc- 


by ons eoheerning it in 0 Toxt, | He directs that this 


youu 
® un. Buys 
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Duty be performed—abat i it be performed in ſocket | 
and that Prayer be addreſſed to-Gop, as our Father. 
I then conſidered the Arguments, by which he 
urgeth this Duty upon us, —that Gop is our Father 
— that he ſeeth in ſecret—and will reward his devout _. 
Servants openty—dock in this and the tore Warns 1.5 
now proceed, 5 
I. urge ſome further Motives and As 
to engage you to the Practice of this Duty. And 
they are theſe ;—that it is.a Duty highly reaſonable 
in itſelf—ſtrongly recommended in Scripture—that 
it is accompanied with peculiar Pleaſure and Satiſ- 


faction — and will be arrended v with great and TO | 
Advantages. 


1. It is a Duty highly reaſonable | in itſelf, 


Prayer is not, like Baptiſm. and the Lord's Sop⸗ : 
per, a foftrive Inftitution, commanded for the Sake of 
ſome important End to which it is fubſervient, ane 
neceſſary becauſe it is commanded. But it is a moral 
Duty; founded on the Nature and Reaſon of Things, 
and the Relation in which we ſtand to Gop; as much | 
as Obedience to a Parent, or Reſpect to other Supe- 4 9 +: : 
riours. It is ks neceſſary an Act of Juſtice, to give. 
Gov his Due, as to render to every Man his. Nor 
doth it ſtand merely on the ſame footing with other 
Means for the Attainment of an End; though in 
that View, it muſt be allowed the firſt Place, among | 
what are called the | infrumental Duties of Religion, | | 
But it is a neceſſary At of Homage to Gov, and a 
Duty to him, as well as the Means of making us 
more religious. It is 2 ſolemn Act, by which we 
teſtig, that we W and reverence God, defire his 
„ ui | Favour,. | 


* 
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Favour, are grateful for his Mercies, and . our- 
ſelves to his Service. And ſurely it is moſt reaſon- 

able, that we ſhould celebrate the Excellencies of the 

"moſt High, acknowledge our conſtant Dependance 
upon him for the neceſſary Supports of the animal 
and ſpiritual Life; adore his general, over-ruling, 
and good Providence, and thankfully own the parti- 
_ © cular Interpoſitions of it in our Favour.” It, is rea- 
ſonable we ſhould be grateful to human BenefaQtorsz 
much -more to the beſt of Beings, who daily loadeth 

us with his Benefits. And as we are receiving per- 

| ſonal Favours from him, it is fit we ſhould retire from 
the World, and acknowledge before him, who ſeeth 

in ſecret, how ſenſible we are of his Goodneſs to 13 
how deſirous we are to remember it: that we ſhould 
in ſecret, thank him for the Supply of our Wants, 
„ as ſpiritual Bleſſings, and eſpecially thoſe Improve-, 
ments in Religion, and Manifeſtations of his' Love 
to our Souls, with which he may favour us, and 
with which others are not indulged, Secret 
| Prayer is moſt reaſonable, as it. is a direct Actaoau- 
| ' ledgement of his Omnipreſence and Omniſcience. And, 
| das he knows all our Sins and Errours, it is fit we 
ſhould acknowledge them before him, and give glory - _ 
| to Gop as a Being of boundleſs Knowledge, and 
| perfect Rectitude, as our almighty Ruler and Sove- 
1 reign, by a free and ingenuous Confeſſion of our Ini- 
| | quities before him. —lIt is reaſonable we ſhould - 
| pray, as we are /inful Creatures; becauſe God is 
diſpleaſed with our Sins, hath it always in his Power 

| to puniſh us, and his Anger is-inſupportably dread- 
ful. The Conſcience of every thoughtful Man muſt * 
19 _ accuſe n of many Sins and Tranſgrellious, which 
| wo 
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are not have to his moſt intimate Acquaintance. 4 
It is proper to acknowledge and lament theſe in his 


Preſence. | For we are never more likely to be hum- _ 


bled and repent, to be filled with Shame, and Confu- | 


ſion, and Abhorrence of Sin, than when we confeſs. 
them before him, and conſider him as the high and 


holy one, ho is Witneſs to them, and muſt hate 


them.— lt is reaſonable we ſhould pray to Go, 


as we conſtantly depend upon him for every Thing per- 


taining both to Life and Godlineſs: as we have many | 
Wants which our own Wiſdom and Power cannot 


ſupply ;- and are expoſed to many Evil, from which 


our own Strength and Prudence cannot deliver us. 

It is reaſonable we ſhould ſpread our Wants before 
the Lord in ſecret, becauſe many of them are ſuch; _ 

that He alone can ſupply-them by his immediate In-- 


| terpoſition : and there are many of them we do not {1 
| Chooſe, and indeed ought not, to communicate to © 


others. Every Man doth; or ſhould, know the Plague i 
of his own Heart; the Irregularities of his Temper 
and Thoughts 2 hes Corruptions ought to be ſab- 


dued in him; in what Graces he is defective, and 1 | | 2 
from what Temptations he is moſt in Danger; and 


theſe he is to ſpread before the Lord, and intreat 
ſuitable Help. It is our Duty to devote ourſelves 
to God's Service, as well as to be the devoted Ser- 
vants of Men: and every one hath ſome Reaſons 
peculiar to himſelf why he ſhould do it. This ſhould 


de a perſonal Act. He ſhould: enter into ſolemn | 
Covenant with Gop in his Cloſet, as well as in the 


publick Aſſembly. It is: reaſonable he ſhould do 


' this, as an Expreſſion of Gratitude to Gop for al! 
kis : Mercies, N. the Means of keeping him ſedfaſt 7 
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to his Duty. What is ſaid in publick Prayer; and 


_- that every Man ſhould yield himſelf to Gow in 
vate, as he knows his ov'n Cafe. and Circumſtances ;: 


and from Conſciouſneſs, Feeling and Experience, 
can beſt expreſs. his. own Wants, Deſires, and Pur- 
_ reaſonable, as a Means of Religion, Tf. the End be 
moſt weighty and important, it is reaſonable that: 
the moſt likely. Means to attain it ſhould be con- 
' viog all ſpiritual Supplies from above, to ſupport the 
gur Duty, to make uſe af it: juſt as it is reaſon- 


cauſe he- cannot otherwiſe live.. 


: cepts and Examples. ; 


relating to Prayer in general; and there appears 
prehended under theſe general Directions. For ö 


© out ctaſing; to pray always, and not to faint; to 


nus adoring Gop's Excellencies; giving thatks to bim 
L * his e. n our CINE and intreating 


> oe 


_ 


Acts of Dedication to Gop, cannot poſſibly be ſuited: 
to every particular Caſe. It is therefore „ere 


poſes let me juſt add, that Prayer is highly. 


ſtantly uſed,, Prayer is the appoiared Means of deri- 
Life of Religien; and therefore it is reaſonable, and 


able, and every Man's Duty to nn alt . 


"oh The Scriptare ſtrongly enjoins it both 5 Pie 


It gives us a Variety of e 4 Durecions 


great Evidence, that all Kinds of Prayer are com- 


Inſtance, we are commanded * to pour out-nur Hearts. 
before Gon; to call upon his Name; to Pray wwiths 


pray. every. awhere.; to continue in Prayer, and watch 
in the ſame with Thankſgiving ;. to watch aud pray, 
that we enter not into Temptation,” We have many 
Directions relating to the Particular Parts of Prayer; 
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his — 8⁰ that you ſee from theſe ſhort Units. 
and I hope you know from your Acquaintance with 


the Bible, that its a Duty much infiſted apon, ——  'Þ 
Many general Hints are given us of the Frequency _ | 
with which it ſhould be performed. There are two 
Paſſages which I would particularly recommend to 

your Regard. The Apoſtle directs us to pray always | 


with all Prayer and Supplication in the Spirit, and 
to watch thereunto with all Perſeverance, and Suppli- 
cation for all Saints.“ Where the Expreſſion of all: 
Prayer and. Supplication, muſt undoubtedly include 


ſecret, as well as publick, and Family- prayer. The 


other Text is, Be careful, or anxious, for nothing, 


bat in every Thing, by Prayer and Supplication, with - 


Thankſgiving, let your Requeſts be made known unto 
Gov.” + Where it ſeems very probable, that he chiefly- 


refers to ſecret Prayer, ſince he- propoſes it as a Remedy 


againſt Anxiety, and thoſe uneaſy Cares, that are 


moſt of them of a perſonal Kind, and which prey : 


upon the Mind: In the former Diſcourſe we ſhowed, > 
how ſtropgly: our Text enjoins ſecret Prayer, as con- 


_ taining Directions for the proper Performance of it, 1 | 
and a Promiſe to encourage us in it. Nay, ſuchk 


Streſs is laid updn Prayer in Scripture, that it is ſome- 


times put for te cu of Religion; as when it is ſaid, 1 | 


* Whoſoever ſhall. call upon the Name of the Lord, ſhall 
be ſaved.” All thoſe Paſſages of Scripture, which 
require Purity, Goodneſs,” Holineſs, Obedience, and | 
Likeneſs to Gop, do in Effect require Prayer; as, in 
other Places, it is deſcribed as the Means of promas 
ting them. Let it be further conſidered, that in 
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miſed, as the Spirit of Supplication, to help our I. 
 firmities, and make Intereeſſion in us, by exciting 


the Spirit are 
Git and regulate their Deſires, and not confined. ta 
Miniſters, and thoſe that lead the Devotions of others, | 


. Commentary upon theſe Texts, and what ſhows that 
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by diater, chro- whom. our Prayers are to be offered, 


and who intercedeth for us. And the Spirit is pro- 


ſuitable Deſires in our Hearts. This evidently proves, 
that Prayer is our Duty. And as the Influences of 
promiſed to all true Chriſtians, to af- 


it ſeems a plain [ocimation, that every Chriſtian is 
to pray by himſelf. 1 add further, that the beſt 


they. relate to private as well as ſocial Prayer, is 
Scripture-examples ; the Account we have there, of 
the ſecret Devotions of thoſe, who were moſt eminent 
for Piety and Goodneſs, And here it may be obſerved 
in general, that it is repreſented as the Character of 
good Men, that they v with GO D, which im- 
plies Friendſhip and mutual Converſe. They are de- 
ſcribed as the Generation of them that /eek him; as 


\* thoſe that call upon the Name of the Lord. Every 


one that is Godly is deſcribed. as praying to God, 


5 — hat beſides theſe Characteriſticks, we have many 


particular Examples of ſecret Prayer, that I muſt but- 
Jaſt mention. We have frequent Inſtances of this 


in Abraham; and in his Servant, when he went to 


fetch Rebecca : of I/aac going out to meditate and 
pray in the Field: of Jacob's weeping and making 
Zupplication, when alone, in bis Way to Bethel. 
Mojes, Aaron, and Samuel, Noah, Daniel, and Job, are 
all deſcribed as Men of Prayer; powerful Interceſſors 


with God for others. David is the moſt fignal In- 
_ Kance of this in the Old Teſtament, He tells us, 


that 


pic 2˙ Yen Prayers, b 2 


that < he prayed, Evening, Morning, and Noon ; that 
he aroſe at Midnight to give thanks, and would pray: 
to Gop ſeven Times a Day, that is, often; and that 
he gave himſelf to Prayer.“ Daniel prayed; and made 
Supplication when alone. The pious Jeu had Ota- 
tories or Houſes of Prayer. They ſometimes; offered 
up their private Prayers at the Temple, during the 
Morning and Evening ſacrifices, and, where-ever they 
were, prayed at that Time. Thus Hannah prayed . 
at the Tabernacle: and the whole Multitude were 
praying without at the Time of Incenſe; * We have 


ſeveral Inſtances of private Prayer in the New Teſta« _ 


ment; particularly that of Cornelius, who, tho 
Gentile, and @ Soldier: too, was a devout Man, + 
Peter went up to the Houſe-top to pray, chooſing that 
Place for Privacy. We find Paul praying in the 
Temple: and ſpeaking, i in a Variety of Places, in a 
very humble and inftructive Manner, of - his own 

Prayers, of his every Prayer, in al his. — 
and the like. He often intreats, that his chriſtian 
Friends would remember him in their Prayers; a — 8 
Intimation, that he knew they practiſed this Duty. 


But the moſt eminent Inſtance of them all, was our | 
fed Lord and Maſter himſelf. We read frequent: 


h of his retiring to pray; ſometimes to a Moun- 
tain ; ſometimes to the Wilderneſs ; ſometimes. to 

another private Place, and particularly to the Garden 
of a Friend. He roſe early before Day to converſe 
with his Father; retired at Night for the ſame bleſſed * 
Work; yea, continued all Night in an Oratory de- 
voted to Gos, or, as we render it, in Prayer to Gos. 


. and ſometimes | TM 
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offered. up Prayers and Supplications with Reong/Ovkis. - 
and Tears. In ſhort, to which of the Saints will 

vou turn, who have not practiſed this Duty? All 
good People in every Age have made Conſcienee of 
it; and to this there is an evident Reference in that 


rl bs entertained. with the View. of hi- matchleſs. 
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beautiful Deſeription of an Angel, "ſanding at the 


Altar of Incenſe before the Throne, that he ſhould 
offer it with the Prayers of all Saints. » So that if we 
| have any regard to the Authority of Gop, and the 
. Judgment and Practice vf the wiſeſt and beſt Men 


that ever were in the World, we muſt allow ſecret 
Prayer to be a Duty, _ * A een it n td 


. vp criminal, 


3. It is eee with desk Pleaſure. my 
Satisfaction ; ; greater and nobler than is to be found: 
in any other Work or. Enjoyment. ; 7 | 


L would: not debaſe my Subject, by ping it 
with animal or ſenſual Pleaſures. That-publick Wor- 
hip i is delightful, and a Day in Gop's Courts. better 


than a Thouſand, I hope your own Experience abun- 
dantly teſtiſieth. And it is far from my Deſign to 


depreciate that, or or to ſet up one religious Duty in 


Competition with another. But the Pleaſure of ſe- | 
_ Gret Worſhip is, on ſome Accounts, ſuperiour to: har 


of pabliek.— Then, as Job expreſſeth it, we come 


near 10 GOD, even to his Seat, order our Cauſe 


before him, and fill our Mouths with Arguments.“ 
There is Pleaſure in every Part of it. In all reli- 
gious Worſhip, there is the Pleaſure of contempla- 
ting the moſt glorious. Being in the Univerſe. The 
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| perſections and Excellencie- We ſe indeed the 
Glory of Gon in all his Works and Operations : 
and this is. pleaſant; juſt as we ſee the Light of the 
gun reflected from every Object round us, and filling 
the whole Compaſs of our Sight with Chearfulneſv. 
But the dire Contemplation of Gob in our moſt 
ſerious Moments, is abundantiy more delightful; as. * 
beholding the Body of the Sun would be, to an Eye 7% 
capable of bearing its Luſtre, The Pleaſures of 
Friendſhip are more noble and ſublime than any ſen- 
ſual Enjoyments. How great muſt the Pleaſure be, 
of having Fellowſhip. with Gov, in the Exereiſes of 
Gratitude, Love, and Hope towards him, and the 
Communication of his enlightening, ſanctifying, and. 
comforting Influences to us? This is what we mean 
by having. Communion. with GOD; our exercifing- * 
Gratitude, Love, Submiſkon, | Hope; and receiving 
enlightening, ſanctifying, and comforting Influences 
from him by his Spirit. The Enjoyment of 'a fogle- | 
Friend in ſecret, where there is the utmoſt Freedom, 
Openneſs and Exchange of. mutual Affection, is-more- 1 
delightful than the Society of many. Friends togethes;, 
where the Pleaſures of. Converſe are ſometimes ins | 
tetrupted, and the Affections, às it were, divided; 43 
—— There is 4 ſweet, tho“ mournful Satisfaction, in 2 
confeſling our Sins before Gop, as a Pitying and mer. 1 | 
ciful Father, and uttering. the genuine Language of. 
godly Sorrow. There is Pleaſure in committing our \ 
Way to the Lord, caſting all our Cares upon him, 
and expreſſing our firm! Dependance on his kind Pro- 
vidence, and precious Promiſes, —— Beſides, in ſecret _ 
Prayer we can nſe more Liberty than ins ſocial ; ant 
22ͤ n e, 13 
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our whole Hearts before Gov ; our particular Wants; 
_. Sins, and Sorrows. We can tell him of the ſecret 
Workings of Pride and Paſſion, Envy and Covetouſs 
_. neſs; and intreat- his Help. We are ſure he under- 
ſtands us right, knows our Meaning, and diſcerns 
our Deſires. We may truſt him with thoſe: Secrets, 
that it would not be proper to truſt our moſt intimate 
Friends with. And there is not one Complaint or 
Deſire but we may repreſent before him. This eaſes 
the Soul, and gives it great and ſweet Satisfaction 
Nay, there may be Burdens upon the Mind, that we 
know not how to expreſs, yet humbly and devoutly 
groan under; and this our Groaning is not hid from 
him. We can uſe greater Freedom of Expreſſion in 
ſecret. And though we ſhould be careful to main - 
tain a ſtriet Decorum even there; yet Gop allows 
us full Liberty of Speech at his Throne, and is not 
ſio critical as Men are, He: underſtands the Lan- 
guage of a Groan and a Sigh, and is pleaſed with it; 
when proceeding from a devout Heart. Nor is it an 
inconſiderable Advantage, that in ſecret we” may uſe 
what Poſture and Manner of Addreſs we'pleaſe ; and 
our Father, who ſeeth in ſecret; will accept us. In 
the Cloſet we are in no Danger of being cenſured -- 
as Hypocrites and Enthuſiaſts, for any extraordinary | 


Marks of elevated Devotion; tho'; like our Maſter, 


we proſtrate ourſelves on the Ground, lift up our 
Hands and Eyes, and pour out ſtrong Cries and 
Tears. The fear of ſuch Cenſures often cramps the 
Devotion of Miniſters and private Chriſtians in ſocial 
Prayer. But thoſe Emotions, which Souls, leſs pious 
* tender, may cenſure and diſlike, Gop will not 
Yet piſe. It adds to the Pleaſure of ſecret ”" wg 
an 


2nd eſpecially. the rude and indecent- Behaviour of 
ſome in coming late; and of others in paying ill» 


tance at Church, will diſturb us; and call-off our 


Cloſet, when the Door is ſhut, we are generally free 
from outward Diſtractions; and à Senſe of our Fa- 


inward ones, —— Further, in our ſecret Devotions we 
can make ſome Pauſes; think of the Being we are 


ſhip. — Add to all this, that Gon is oſten pleaſed: 
to afford his devout Servants ſome delightfal Mani- 


feſtations of his Glory and Grace. He owns them 
and thus als them to the Day of Redemption. I 
Let the World laugh at Prayer, and all Earneftneſs 

in it, as much as they, will; yet good Men will 
* ever find it to be the Source of all their Joys, 
* and feel an unſpeakable Eaſe and Pleaſure, even 


Expatiated ſo long on \this pleaſing Subject, that I 
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and indeed to its Advantage, that it may be perform - 
ed with greater Fixedne/s of Thought, and Freedoms 
from Diſtraction, than ſocial Prayer. With all our 
Care, vain Thoughts will intrude ; and the Cloſet is 
not a privileged Place. But we are leſs liable to them 
in ſecret, than in publick, Some Noiſe or Motion, 


N houghts from what we are about. But in the 


ther's ſeeing in ſecret, will be likely to reſtrain the 


as his Children, by his Spirit witzeing with : 5 


conclude this Head with the Words of Biſhop Burnet, 


* in pouring out their Hearts before Gop.* | have. 


timed, ill-mannerly Compliments to their Acquain- | 


addreſſing, the Work in which we are engaged; chide 
our Hearts when they begin to wander, and ſtir· uß 
the ſacred Fire when it ſeems to be going out. And 
this contributes greatly to the Pleaſure of our Wor- 


have left er very little Time to. illuſtrate, ue 
| fourth. T1 


| 20 Mens to the Porfiemance. bit 4. 
Sourch Argument, which 1 would urge to- the Pratice 1 


off this Duty, namely, 


4. It is attended with great and an Advan- | 
tages. $5 ; 
All Prayer i is ſo, PORES DAY David Ala; < Ic 


is good for me to draw near unto Gop,?- Right No- 
tions of Gop are the Foundation of all Religion. 


Now Prayer tends to promote in our Hearts. a\juf 


Idea of his Being and Authority, his Omniſcience, 
Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs. It tends to keep 
. wp a Senſe of Gop in the Mind, and engage us to 
act as ſeeing him who is inviſible z which is the grand 
Principle that ſupports the Life of Religion in the 
Soul. We can ſcaree forget a Friend, with whom 
we converſe every Morning and Evening ; ; efpecially 
if he hath given us. ſomething in charge. Seri- 


Houſly recolleQing, that Gon ſeeth in ſecret, and 


ſolemnly addrefling him in ſecret, will tend to keep 


nus in the Fear of the Lord all the Day long; pro- 


mote an habitual Veneration for him. It will cheriſh 
the Love of Gon, which is the firſt and great Com- 
mandment. It will guard us againſt the Impreſſions 
of Temptation: : promote in us a cautious Watchful⸗ 
.neſs to ſuppreſs every Paſſion and Inclination, and 
avoid every Action, which he will be diſpleaſed with, 
A Remembrance that he ſeeth in ſecrer, which pri- 
vate Prayer keeps up, will lead us to make Conſci- 
ence even of our Thoughts, and. to reſtrain the looſe 
and diſorderly-Sallies of the Imagitation, by which 
much Guilt is contrated, If we ag ern our Thought: 
in the Exerciſe of ſecret Prayer, without which it is 
; . re. it in help. us to, N them e 

. e 
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Times, and to keep an habitual Command: PRA. 
them, —lIt will regulate all our Paſſions, and ſo pro- 
mote our Comfort, Credit, and Uſefulneſs.” Secret | 
Prayer tends to call off our Thoughts from the World, 2 
The nearer we get to Gon, to the greater Diſtance _. 
will the World remove. It will moderate our Defires. 
and Purſuits of earthly Things, while it makes us. 
prudent, diligent, and upright. He that habitually - 
aſketh the divine Blefling, will not negle& proper 
Means to obtain it, nor venture to go oat of the 
Way of his Duty. A quick Taſte of intellectual 
and devout Pleafures will make it eafy to deny our- 
| ſelves the burtful Pleaſures of Senſe. | Men inerdi- 
nately love Company, Diverſions, and Amuſements, 
becauſe they have no Reliſh” for Prayer.——Secret 
Devotion will regulate our Defires; help us to know: 
whether they are juſt and good, or not; whether our 
Buſineſs and our Diverſions are lawful. The true | 
Je of this is, whether we can, with a good Co s- 1 
ſcience, aſk Gop's Bleſſing upon them, Secret 
Prayer will lighten all our Burdens, be Hearti. end 
under Troubles, and cure thoſe Anxieties and Fears, 
which are ready to divide and diſcompoſe our Hearts, 
Having committed our Way to the Lord, being con- | 
ſcious of his Preſence, and having a chearful Hope 
of his accepting our Addreſſes, will calm the Mind, | 
and keep it in perfect Peace. Thus we ſhall 'derive- 
Strength for all l the Duties and Difficulties of Life, 5 
and ſhall find that divine Grace will be ſufficient for 
us. Let me add, that ſecret Devotion is the ft 
Preparative for publick Worſhip, The Perſon that daily- 
converſeth with Go in ſecret, is in little Danger of 
Jong the Imprefions, of Religion, or needing ta 


the Soul for the Work. and Temptations. of the Day. 
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Time to recall his Thoughts, and bring his Heart 
into a proper Frame for ſocial Worſhip: and he is 


beſt diſpoſed to concur in it, and improve by it. A 
'- ſolemn Addreſs to Gop every Morning, tends to fit 


One of the greateſt Philoſophers of this Age, I mean 
Doctor Boerhaave, being aſked by a Friend, who had 

| often admired his Patience under great Provocations, 
by what Means he ſuppreſſed his Anger, being na- 
.turally quick of Reſentment ? anſwered; that he 
© had by daily Prayer and Meditation maſtered him- 

A ſelf. It was his daily Practice to retire for an Hour 
in the Morning, and ſpend it in private Prayer, 
and Meditation, and it gave him Spirit and Vigour 
© for the Buſineſs of the Day.“ This therefore he re- 
commended as the beſt Rule of Life; the beſt Advice 
be ever gave. To retire. again in the Evening, to 
revie y our Conduct thro' the Day, to aſk Forgive- 
neſs, Help, and Protection, is the beſt Soporifich in the 
World. It tends to compoſe the Thoughts to Peace, 
to keep out all looſe and idle Fancies in Sleep, and 
make our very Dreams have a Tincture of Reaſon 
and Goodneſs; and we may chearfully hope that 
Gop will ſuſtain us Finally, ſecret, Prayer tends- 
to fit the Soul for Heaven, which is a State of ever- 

| laſting Nearneſs to Gov, and Friendſhip with him. 
hat theſe and many other Advantages attend it, 
is, I think, plain from the Reaſon of the Thing, the 
natural Influence of the Duty, and the many Promiſes 
of hearing Prayer, which God hath given us in the 
- - Scripture, which I need not here particularly cite; 
and it alſo appears from the Experience of his Peo- 
ple. In ſhort, there is no true Religion without it; 
e | . . n 
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no keeping up the Life ood Power of Religion without . ed 
A regular, ſerious Performance of-it. Nor doT-think 
there is a truer or more important Obſervation in 
practical Religion, than this, that the moſt devout 
« Chriſtians are, in every other Reſpect, the moſt 
a thriving and eminent Chriſtians.” | 

I intreat your ſerious Recollection of theſe Things, | 
and diligent Performance of this moſt important 
Duty, Be careful for nothing, but in every Thing by 
Prayer and Supplication with Thankſgiving let your 
Requeſts be made known unto Gop. And the Peace 
F G OD which paſſeth all Underſtanding, ſhall keep 
your Hearts and Minds thro? Chriſt Jeſus.” Amen. 
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auen thou haft ſhut. thy Door, pray to thy Father 


ewhich is in ſecret, and thy Father en a is 


ſecret ſhall reward thee openty. 1 | 


I T is an Obſervation of Mr. Philis e thas 
Apoſtaſy begins at the Cloſet-door.'_ As the 


Source of all Irreligion and Wickedneſs is Forget- 


fulneſs of Gop, and not ſetting him before us; ſo 
the firſt Sign of a Man's being diſpoſed to Religion 
_ the Service of Gop is betaking himſelf to Pray» 

© Behold, he proyetk.” + And: as a religious Con- 


| poles firſt ſhows itſelf in ſecret Prayer; fo the firſt | 
Symptom of Declenſion, the firſt Step to Apoſtaſy, is 
the Neglect or careleſs Performance of it. As theſe 


general Obſervations are founded on. Reaſon, Serip- 
ture, and Experience, they abundantly juſtify me, in 


making repeated Attempts to fix upon your Hearts 


a juſt Senſe of the Importance and Neceſſity of ſecret 
Prayer, and quicken you to the regular, ſerious and 


Thaw | 
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1 I have already conſidered, the Manner of perform. 
N 3 ing this Duty, as, enjoined-in the Text, and the Argus. 0 
£6: ments, which our Lord urgeth to engage as to it. 
5 In the laſt Diſcourſe, I propoſed ſome: further Moti ves 
Te and Arguments: with, the ſame View: particularly, Th 
S. that it is a Duty highly reaſonable in itſelf 


2 Precepts and Examples —it is accompanied with pe- 
— WH culiar Pleaſure and Satisfaction and attended e 
. Wh great and glorious Advantages. I now proceey,, - 


I. To the Application of the Subject; by caddy 
ſing to you ſome Admonitions, Directions, Cautions, © 
ard Encouragements, grounded on what hath been, 
Seq ſaid, and ſuited to your ith n 
4 I would addreſs, | 
1. An Admonition to. thoſe wa. are e in, 
the Performance of this Duty; who omit it entirely, 
or frequently; or lad it in A. oral. careleſs. ih | 


Manner. 


With ſuch Perſons L 3 now aan 
and endeavour to convince them of their- Folly. and 


World, forgetful of him in whom they live and move,. 
and have their Being.” They go out and come in, lie 
down and riſe up, eat and drink, work and play, 
without any ſerious Senſe of Gop upon their Minds, 
or devout Addreſſes to him, and are, in this Reſpect, 


high Affront and Indignity this is to the bleſſed Go; 
to him who gave you Being j who continues your Lie 
and all its Comforts; and on whom it entirely de- 


ſtrongly and frequently recommended in Seripture, by 8 1 


Wickedneſs. I would, firſt; admoniſh/ thoſe who, Þþ 
emit this Duty entirely; who live without Gon in the 1 (50 


like the Beaſts 'that periſh. . Conſider, Sire, what- a + 
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if you ſhould, whether you ſhall enjoy. one other 


more abſurd and irrational, than to act as if you had 
nothing to do with this great and glorious Being; as 
jf you had nothing to hope or to fear from him ? Can 
any Thing ſhow a baſer Diſpoſition, than to be un- 


only Potentate'?—to deny him his Due, to put con- 
tempt upon his natural and revealed Law, both 
which require Prayer ?—to be always in his Preſence, 
always receiving Tokens of his Favour, and yet ne- 


haps this is the Character of ſome of you, who are 


and Civility, and G O D with Neglect ?—ts ſalute all 
about you with their proper Diſtinctions, yet never 
a addreſs Gov in Prayer ?—to pay regular Viſits to your 
Acquaintance, and yet make no Viſits to the Mercy- i 
| ſeat ?—to pay your Honours to Men, and yet never bow Wl 
pour Knees before the Majeſty of Heaven? The Neg- Wl 


Prayer: and next to impoſlible, that he. ſhould ever 
have no right Notions. of God, no Senſe of his Pre- 
of his Favour, Attending publick Worſhip is the out- 


3 


15 —— and Dmse res 


Pit 3. 
pends, whether you ſhall live « dfogiot 1 or 


Moment of Eaſe and Comfort. Can any Thing be 
juſt, diſobedient, and diſreſpectful to the bleſſed and 


ver acknowledge his Greatneſs and Goodneſs ? Per- 


genteel and polite; whoſe Manners and Language ” | | 
refined, and partake nothing of vulgar Rudeneſs, | 
how can you reconcile it, to treat Men with Dece 4 # 


le& of ſecret Prayer is a ſure Sign that there is no 
Religion in the Heart. Prayers (ſays a Malomeran 
Writer) are the Pillars of Religion; and they that 
« forſake Prayer, forſake Religion.“ It is impoſſible 
that a Man ſhould be good, who neglects ſecret 


become ſo. The Neglect of Prayer ſhows, that you 


ſence, no hearty Deſires of his Mercy, no ſolid Hope 


' , ward 
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ard Form of the religious Life. But if this be no 
daily devout Exerciſes of the Soul in Retirement 
ind Converſe with Go; no-Seaſons allotted for 
Reading, Self-examination, Meditation, and Prayer, # 
ou cannot be true Chriſtians, - For, pray, conſider, | 

and aſk yourſelves, what brings you to Church? Why 

co you attend publick Worſhip ? Is it not becauſe Men 
Wobſcrve you, and you would forfeit their good. Opi-- 
nion if you neglected it? Was it out of Regard ta 
the Authority and Honour of Gon, and your Im- 
provement in Religion, would not the ſame Prinei- 

le lead you to addreſs. him in ſecret?. You do not 
ray in ſecret, becauſe no. Fellow-ereature is preſent: 

Wand doth not this ſhow, that you love the Praiſe of 

en more than the Praiſe of Gon, and are Hypo- 

_ in Heart? Accordingly, this is laid down as a 

| haracteriſtick of a Hypocrite, * Thou caſteſt off Fear, 

and reftraine/# Prayer before Gop,'* In ſhort, there 
never was, there never can be, ſuch a Perſon in the 

Vorld, as a prayerleſs good Man. We may as well 

talk of an ungodly Saint, an honeſt Cheat, or a 

ſober Sot, as a prayerleſs Chriſtian. And can you be. "150 
ontent to live in this Neglect of God, this State of \ + jd -1 5408 
Enmity againſt him, when his Word declareth, that 

they who are far from God hall periſs ?* You are 4 [+ 1 
perhaps convinced of the Reaſonableneſs of this Duty; 
but you are ſo hurried with worldly-Buſiveſs and 


ares, that you cannot find Time for it. This is a | #. 
ad Sign, that you mind earthly Things; that you are * l 
en of the World, Who have their Portion Fe | . 


ife. You can find Time to wait upon your Cuſ- 4, "BY 
omers and Friends : but 1795 cannot * Time » \ 
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wait upon Go. You can find Time for Viſits, 
reading News, idle Chat, and Amuſements: but can 
find no Time to converſe with God. The true Rea- 
ſon is, you have not the Fear of Gov. before your 
Eyes, and are alienated from the Life of Gov, thro? 
Blindneſs or Perverſeneſs of Heart, Gop will ſoon 
find you Time to be fick and to die. Then you will 
wiſh you had prayed. You will pray then, yu it 


may be too late. 


I would addreſs the Sand to thoſe who often 


negled this Duty. Tho' their Conſciences will not 


allow them to live in the total Omiſſion of it, yet 


they practiſe it but now and then; en the Lord's 


Day, perhaps; juſt before and after a Sacrament, or 


on Occaſion of ſome extraordinary Mercy and Deli- 


verance, or Diſtreſs and AMiQtion; This is not the i 
Conduct of a Child of GOD, who loveth his Duty, 
and to whom it is natural and pleaſant: but the 


Conduct of a Slave, who acts out of Fear. It is to 


be apprehended, that you are Hypoerites ; for of ſuch 
it is ſaid, Will he delight himſelf in the Almighty! 
will he always call upon Gop?'® Your Viſits at the 
Throne of Grace, Sirs, are not the Viſits of intimate 
Friends, but of Strangers, or general Acquaintapce, 
between whom, there is no Love and Confidence. 

Let me admonifh thoſe who. neg/e# ſecret Prayer on 


trifling Occaſions; when Buſineſs, Company, or A. 


muſement call. That is a fad Charge which it 


brought againſt the Jesus, Thou haſt not called pot 


me, O Jacob, but thou haſt been aueary of me, 0 
1/rael ?*+ Remember, that you muſt be judged: fc 
nn” F "> are extreamly dangerous. One Neg 
| lec 
* Ig xxvil, 10. : | EL 15. «liii 22. f 


* 


Thus they contract a Diſreliſh for it: It is a Force 
vpon them to return to it. Then they begin to be 
less afraid of Sin, leſs watchful againſt Temptation, 
less careful about other Branches of Duty. So their 
Neglect increaſes to more Ungodling/+ ; and it is well 


by Conſequence, in utter Ruin. | 
= Finally, let me admoniſh thoſe who, tho? 3 
in this Duty, yet often perform it in a cold formal 


Head. The Lord pardon me, that I need it ſo much 


cable to many Acts of Devotion, Thou art near in 
their Mouths, but far from their Hearts.“ We often 


Exerciſe. But conſider, Brethren, do we not believe, 


Gop ſhould hear us, when we do not hear ourſelves 3 | 


are otherwiſe employed? Let us guard againſt ſuch a 


of Devotion.. I wiſh I could write upon all your Me- 
mories and Hearts this Maxim (may Gop: by his 
Spirit write it there!) that the Power of Godli- 


18 l Ub 
, NN 3 
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if it do not end in utter Forgetfulneſs of Gop, and, 


Manner. I fear we all need an Admonition on this 


myſelf! I fear thoſe Words of the Prophet are appli- 


pray without Life and Fervour. It is a mere bodily 


That he ſhould grant the Bleſſings which we never 
truly deſire, and only aſk by rote, while our Thoughts | 1 


ö neſs withers and declines in Proportion to the 
+, a Wi 1 | „3 a 


lect makes way for another, Men fr omit. ſecret 1 
Prayer now and then; on what they i imagine an im- 8 
portant Occaſion: Md for a ſmaller Matter. 


that the Gov, whom we addreſs, ſceth in ſecret ? And + 
ſhall we affront him, by making that Addreſs, only 
the Labour of the Lip and the Knee? Can we expet _ 


pernicious Practice, which defeats all the good Ends 
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© Degree, in which ſecret Devotion is negheard, or 
3 5 3 gently per formed. I now proceed to offer, 


2. Some Directions for che more regular and uſe- 
ful Performance of it:. more particularly with Regard 
to the Seaſon, Time, and Manner of 1 it. | 


| My frſt Direction is, od I think I have A. divine 
Warrant for it, that ſecret Prayer be performed every 
Day; and at leaſt, rice a Day. This ſeems reaſon- 
able in itſelf. The Revolution of Day and Night 
point out to us the Propriety of ſome folemn Acknow- Wl 
ledgment of God every Morning and Evening. Be- 
ſides, we have particular Mercies to be thankful for, 
and particular Favours to. ſeek, eyery Morning and 
every Night. Gop appointed, under the Law of 
| Mojes, that there ſhould be a Lamb offered and la- 
cenſe burnt every Day, both in the Morning and Fobe- 
ing, at the Door of the Tabernacle; where he pro- 
miſed to meet the Children of ae, and bleſs them, 
At theſe Times they offered up their private Prayers, 
And there ſeems to be a Reference to this in the New 
"Teſtament, where we are commanded to pray awit hout 
ceaſing ; to offer up the Sacrifice of Prayer and Praiſe 
continually ;? and the like. It is a good Thing, ſaich 
the P/almi}t, to ſpeak of thy loving Kindneſs hν 
Morning, and thy Faithfulneſs every Night.” This has 
been the Practice of good Men. Nor will a lef 
frequent Performance of this Duty be ſufficient to 
preſerve an habitual Veneration for God, a: ſtated 
_ Senſe of his enen, and a e e uy £0 os 


. 
CY 
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him. Let me aſk praying Chriſtians this Queſtion, 15 
Whether they do not find Converſe with Gop every . 
Morning and Evening, little enough to do this? and 
whether they do not think it is proper, and will be 
advantageous, to take if poſſible a ſhort Interval at 
Noon, juſt before or after Dinner, to recolle& the. 
Thoughts, to bring a Senſe of Gov to the Mind, and 
addreſs his Throne? We find no great Inconvenience | 
in lzying afide our Buſineſs three or four Times a day - 
to eat and drink: and is not the Life more than 
Meat, and the Soul more than the Life? Will che 
ſpiritual Life be ſupported with leſs Care and Pains, 
than the animal Life? We ſhould find the Advantage 
of reſolving with David, * Evening and Morning and 
at Noon will I pray; and with Daniel, even While 
he was Prime-minitter, praying three Times a Day, 
One of Peter's Times of Prayer was Noon. And this 
is more neceſſary for Men of. great Buſineſs, becauſe 
they are in moſt Danger of loſing the Thoughts of 
Gov, amidſt the Cares of the World. As to the 
particular Hours, they muſt be left to every one's Diſe 
cretion. It may be ſufficient to ſay, that in the Morn- HS 
ing, the ſooner we retire for Prayer, the better, T hen | 
the Thoughts are more lively: the Mind has not |. 
been, tinQtured with the World. If it be deferred, | 
ſome Buſineſs may come-in to. prevent it, or oblige: 
us to hurry. it over, without ſufficient Time to make 
a ſerious Work of it. And this, by the Way, ſhows 
the neceſlity of keeping regular Hours, and. riſiog | 
early. We ſhall make little of Devotion without it. 
Servants, and Men of 1 * had need to redeem 
their Morning- time fo Work: and ſay with © 
David, * Thou art wy Gol , early will.! PO Oe” . 5 
. "00 . 
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Let Prayer be performed i in the Evening, before it be 
late, and you grow drowſy and unfit for it. It will 
be proper to pay your Evening-ſacrifice, before you go 
to an Evening-viſit or friendly Meeting. It will tend 
to preſerve you from the Temptations of Levity, In- 
temperance, and every other Irregularity. But re- 
member, it is better to pray late, than not at all. In 
a Word, if we do not fix. upon certain Hours, and 
 geriodical Returns of Devotion; engaging ourſelves by 
firm Reſolution, and enuring ourfelves by conftant 
 *Vlage, to the ſtrict Obſervation of them; ſecluding 
from them, as from ſacred Incloſures, all other Buſi- 
neſs, we ſhall often be dangerouſly tempted to neglect 
Devotion.“ We ſhall be liſtlefs to it, prone to defet 
it, and eaſily ſeduced from it by the Encroachments 
of other Buſineſs, or the Enticements of other Plea» 
ſures. Let it be a Rule and Reſolution with us, ever 
lo negled it. And if we cannot be lively, let us be 
Gncere and ſerious Let me further exhort you, 
under this Part of my Directions, to allow your Chil- 
dren and Servants proper Time for religious Retire» 
ment. Exhort- them to obſerve and improve theſe | 
Seaſons. Furniſh them with proper Books of Devoe» 
tion for their Uſe, and narrowly obſerve, whether they 
embrace the Seaſons you allot to them, and attend 
to this important Part of Duty. Having ſaid 
thus much about the Time, 1 would offer you ſome | 
Directions relating to the Manner of performing fecre 
| Prayer. And here, not to repeat what I ſaid in a 
former Diſcourſe concerning the Privacy of the Place, 
the avoiding Oſtentation, and remembering the Eye 
of Gop "pon 0. 1 would exhort, that previous 
| 1 An 
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Reading ond Reflection be made ufe of. Bet tho / 

Scriptures be conſtantly. read. Chooſe the plaineſt and 
moſt devotional Parts; as the P/a/ms, the Evangelifts 
and the practical Parts of. the Epifles. This will help 
you to fix your Thoughts, ſupply you with proper 


Expreſſions, and be ſerviceable to excite devour Af- 


fections in your Hearts, Accuſtom yourſelves alſo to 
ſome previous Meditation. Confider the Deſign af 
entering into your Cloſet; the Greatneſs, Goodneſs, 


and Omniſcience vf your Father who ſeeth in ſecret; 


the Importance of the Errand on which you are ap- 


proaching him, even to beg the Life of your Souls: 


that your Prayers may not be cuſtomary and formal, 
without Meaning, Life and Deſign, Think every 
Morning of the Mercies of the Night, your com- 
fortable Accommodations, Repoſe, Health, Peace, 
and the like. Think what Buſineſs you have to do, 


what Wants to be ſupplied, what Difficulties and 


Temptations you. may meet with, thro' the Day; 
and ſpread each before the Lord. Recollect theſe 
Things in the Evening: renew your Prayers for Par- 
don, Aſſiitance and Protection. Whatever, may be 


ſaid in Favour of Forms of Prayer in Publick and  ' | | 5 


Family-worſhip, I muſt think they are highly im- 


proper and inconvenient in ſecret Worſhip. And in- z 


deed ſome of the warmeſt Advocates: for Forms have 
allowed that free Prayer is moſt proper in ſecret. 
Let thoſe that cannot do without, uſe Forms, But 
bet them not confine themſelves entirely to them; 
but vary, and add, as their Circumſtances require, 
It is impoſſible that any Prayer: book. ſhould ſuit every 
Complaint and every Sorrqw, which the Soul wants 
to your ou before Goo, : A devout. Chriſtian cannot 
| 8 os Content 
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content | himſelf to wrap up bis deareſt and moſt 


| important Concerns in a few general Sentences, li 
would be quenching the Spirit of -Gop, and inju- | 


ring his own Pleaſure and Profit, muſt remind you 
of what I have before ſuggeſted, that it is no Prayer 


which doth not proceed from the Heart. It is out | 


Duty to worſhip Gop in Spirit and in Truth; to 
take care that we do not trifle in the Preſence of 
the eternal Zehowah. To pray without ſome Fixed- 
neſs of Thought and Sincerity of Heart, ig really 


taking the Name of the Lord our Gop in vain. Let 
us then © engage our Hearts to approach to Gop ; ffir. 


»þ ourſelves to take hold on him, and call upon all 
that is within ws to praiſe his holy Name.“ Make 


ſome Pauſes; think what you are about ; aſk your | 


ſelves, Is this Prayer? Is this a rational, ſpiritual 
Service? Will Gop be pleaſed with this Kind of 
Worſhip? Fix your Dependance on the Spirit of 


GOD, to help your Infirmities : and begin every AQ | 
of Devotion with earneſtly intreating GoÞ's Preſence | 
and Aſſiſtance; that he would ſupply you with ſuit - 


able Thoughts, Expreflions, and Affections. Remem- 
ber to bear upon your Mind the Concerns of the 
Publick and the Church of Gop; and be found 
among thoſe who mourn in ſecret for the Abomina- 


| tions of our Land, and. ſcek its Peace and Welfare. 
Remember alſo, in all your Prayers to maintain 

2 believing Regard to the Lord Jas Chrift, as the 
| Wrnag in whoſe Name you are to pray, and thro 
' whoſe Hand you-are to expect Mercy. Content not 


yourſelves with mentioning his Name at the Cloſe; 


bat in the whole Service, confider him as your. A 


care with, the and and by him offer 9 wr 
| . . Of 


. 
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*. Sacrifices. Wis the Py is dend re- | 
collect how it-was performed; that you may be hum- 
bled, or ſatisfied and thankful,. as the Caſe ſhall re- 


quire. It will be proper and adviſeable to read over 
a Pſalm or Hymn, and ing it with a diſtin and 


er 

11 the Lord. —— Theſe are the. moſt important Direc- 
0 tions I have to give, relating to ſecret Prayer; and 
of am perſuaded, an Obſervance of them will contribute 
d. to the Pleaſure of your Devotions, and make them 
mae loftruments of your Growth in Grace, and Meet- 


et neſs for Heaven. Fellowſhip with Gop mult be be- 


gun on Earth; and they only can be fie to dwell 
in his heavenly Preſence, who have contracted and 
maintained a holy Intimacy. with him, and lived near 
to him, here below. I would now ſuggett,” 


3. Some Cautions-relating to this Subjeck. 
And I would, in the firſt Place, Glemaly caution 


fit you for devotional Exerciſes j— particularly a- 


gainſt too much worldly Bufine/;, Care and Anxiety. 
Thoſe that are eager 


Devotion; for their Thoughts are all taken up with 


for ſecret Prayer, it is almoſt impoſſible but their 
Buſineſs and Cares will, follow them to their Clo- 
ſets, and interrupt this divine Work. Il muſt cau- 
tion you againſt Exceſs of Eating and Drinking, the 
Love of Gaming, Pleaſures and Diverſions : fince _ 
each of theſe over-cha . vofits it for 
converſe with Gov, and en it 2 _— 5 
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low Voice, and thus make Melody in your Hearts be 


you againſt every Thing that would api, or un- | 


to be Rich and determined to 
leave their Families wealthy, can ſcarce be Men of | 


earthly Things: or if they do fieal a feu Moments 


LAY 
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5 capable of ſpiritual Work. I muſt eaution you likewiſe 
| againſt Paſſion, Anger, Reſentment, and meditating on 
Injuries received. You can never pray comfortably 
and acceptably, unleſs the Mind be calm, and you 
| lift up holy Hands without Wrath and Doubling, — 
1 would humbly caution devout Chriſtians, tho” it is 
24 a Caution that few in the preſent Day need, that 
they conſider their own Frame and Circumſtances in 
Life, and not protract their Devotions to an unreaſon- 
able Length: This will break-in upon their neceſſary 
Buſineſs, fatigue their animal Spirits, and ſo leſſen 
the Pleaſure and Advantage of this bleſſed Work. 1 
exhort them to remember, that every Thing is beau- 
tifoul in its Seaſon; and that it is the Character of 2 
wiſe Man to order all his Affairs, religious as well 
as civil, with Diſcretion. But the, moſt important 
Caution is, that you hee ſuitably to your Prayers, 
and let all the World ſee that you are the better for 
them. When Moſes had been in the Mount, in a 
State of the greateſt Nearneſs to Gov, and moſt inti- 
mate Converſe with him, that any Creature was' ever 
admitted to; when he was come down to the People, 
they obſerved, that his Face ſhone with an unuſual, 
ſurpriſing Luſtre. The 1/aelites did not know par 
_ ticularly what had paſt: but they knew, by this Cir- 
cumſtance, that he had been with God. Thus ſhould 
A Luſtre of Holineſs appear in the whole of our Con- 
rerſation; and our Lives ſhould ſhow what hath paſt 
in ſecret. It is horrible Hypocriſy to aſk one Thing 
and act another: to beg the F orgiveneſs of Sin, and yet 
perſiſt in it: to pray for Aſſiſtance in performing ſuch 
and ſuch Duties, and yet never perform them: to alk 
the * * and * never take the proper, the 
1 appointed 
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important as it is, is not the <vho/e of Religion, It 
is deſigned to make us holy in all Manner of Con- 
verſation. May God write upon all our Hearts, that 
moſt weighty and ſolemn Declaration, If I regard 


by thyſelf, I am- holier than thou; theirs is a ful/e 
Devotion : It cannot proceed from true Principles, nor 


enjoying much of Gop in the Cloſet, and to come 


ately to betray a carnal and covetous, or a haughty 


Meditation. 1 nn but an a Increaſe of Holineſs 
| „„ 01 2 nl 
© Phe 18. | fu. 


2 


3 


j 


be acceptable to Gov. To talk of Devotion, and 


Iniquity in my Heart, the Lord will not hear mel? 5 
And that of So/omon; -© He that turneth away his Ear 
from en the Law, even his Prayer ſhall be Abo- 
mination.“ If we are not faithful and reſolute in 
doing our Daty, and endeavouring to reſemble Gov, 
in vain do we worſhip him. It is but a Compli- 
ment, yea .a' ſolema Mockery. If Men are fottiſh, 
. contentious, niggardly, moroſe, and unſociable ;- if 
they are fretful, murmuring, and complaining ; if 
they are proud and haughty, and Sy 20-0 Stand 


down among Men, peeviſh and fretful x. or immedi- 


_ 
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and untractable Spirit; theſe are Things of ſo in- 
conſiſtent a Nature, that the ſucceeding Iniquity ſpoils |  _ {| 
the Devotion, and almoſt deſtroys the Pretence to | 

any ſublime Degree of it. Such Perſons had neee 
look well to themſelves, and make a diligent Search, 
whether their Hearts W ſineere with Cob or no; 

whether they do not build all their Hopes upon flaſhy 
Efforts of animal Nature, coupled with the Thoughts 
of ſome: ſacred Object, and tacked on by-a divine 
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firſt general Heads, concerning your Fathier's' ſeeing | 
in ſecret, the tender Regard' and Affection he hath 
for his praying Servants, and his Intention to,reward 


| World, and conferring diſtinguiſhed Honour upon 


Devotion abate in advancing Years: All the Aﬀec- 
tions grow weaker,. as the bodily Powers decay: and 


ſſtanding and the Memory, decay with them. You 
you were more enlarged and affected in it. Be not 
therefore weary in well-doing ; but pray always, and 
Duty, and perform it heartily, as unto the Lord, it 


Gov. 1 apprehend the ſureſt Teſt of a Man's real 
Character is what paſſeth in Retirement. There is 
WC (ſays a pious Writer) ſcaree any Trial of Upright- 


Reliſh for, and conſtant Application to, the wn/cen | 
parts of Religion. In other Actions, a Man may | 
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” —— — 
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World. But in religious Privacy, what is it can 
| 06 make Men en and 3 in 2 0 earneſt, but a fincere 


. } % 


will effectually prove, that you have been with Son = 
I ſhall conclude the Subject with, | 


4. Some Encouragements to 3 Chrifizns.. 
Recollect, my-Beloved,. what was faid under 0 m0 to 1 


them. openly, ' by improving their Graces in this 


them in another. I would exhort you, my aged Friends, 
not to be diſcouraged, - if you find the Ardour of 


oftentimes. the Faculties of the Mind, the Under- 


may really enjoy as much of Gov, and find as great 
Profit by Prayer, as you: did in earlier Life, when 


not faint. —— When you make Conſcience of [this 


will be a comfortable Evidence of your Integrity before 


« neſs more ſure and undtceiving, than a general 


© be. ſecretly ſwayed: by the good Opinion of the 


n 


Ne 


; f | p | | | 
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« Defire of approving themſelves to the Searcher- of 
* all Hearts? If your Defires after Gov are ſtrong, 


and your Hearts united to fear and love him in 


© theſe Exerciſes, it is a Sign that the Fear and Love 


of Gop govern your Hearts. And this, in Concur- ; p 


'© rence with a holy Life, which I cannot/but'think 
«* doth almoſt inſeparably accompany it, is a Proof of 
a new Nature, 'and a ſaving Change.“ Judge your- 
ſelves by this Teſt. It will afford you Comfort, to 

be able to appeal to Gop, that you have made Con- 
ſcience of ſecret Duties, and laboured with your 
Hearts to perform them fincerely and devoutly. A 
Perſon now with Gop, told me on his dying Bed, 
that his natural Temper was not the beſt, and that 
he had been guilty of many Sins and Follies, '* Bur, 
* ſaith he, that Place, pointing to his Cloſet, is Wit- 
© neſs to my humble Prayers and Converſe with Gop, 
© and the Pains I have taken to ſubdue my Temper, 


« and train up myſelf. for that World,” to Which! 
hope, thro* Grace, I am going! But it is time | 


to conclude this Diſcourſe and Subject. I have en- 


deavoured, Sirs, to convince you of your Duty to 


pray to your Father in ſecret, I have dent nothing 


if you are not convinced. But 1 think 1 Have ſaid | 


what will atake your Conſciences charge and: reproach 7:4 


you, if you will not practiſe it; and redace you N to 
the State of that wicked Servant, who ian „„ 


Lord's Will, and did. it not; 3 and therefore Was beaten 
with many Stripes. But 1 hope ſome of you are 
convinced, and will not any longer neglect fo i impor- 
tant and neceſſary a Duty; and that devout ChriCſ- 
tians will with greater Diligence and Zeal proceed 
in this CR OR. ee ee TOR OR un- 
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der any Obligations to your Miniſters for their La- 
bours of Love, I beg, on their Behalf and my own, ' 
that in your moſt ſerious Moments, when you are 
in your Cloſets and neareſt to Gop, you would bear 
us upon your Hearts, and offer up a few fervent Pe- 
titions for us, who greatly need them, highly valee 
e and . e return them. af 


wii jt. off M N. 


A - HER "EI thy piercing Bye: 4. 
Shoots thro' the darkeſt Night; ; 


n Eo Retirement-Thou art nigh, 75 
W Heart · diſcerning Sight. 


2 There ſhall that piercing Eye ſurvey e 
5 My duteous Homage paid,  ' 
ere Morning's dawning Ray, - 
| And ev'ry Ew'ning's Shadue. 
| . 0 may thy own celeſtial Fire : 
| The Incenſe ſtill inflame ; _ 
wy | While my warm Vows to Thee aſpire, 
1 Throꝰ my Redeemer's Name. 
4 So ſhall the Viſits of thy Lore 
My Soul in ſecret bleſs ; OE II ES 
80 ſhalt thou deign in World's above . 
* e to confeſs. AIDS TS 


* 
- %. 
— J of 
* 
2 \ 
1 
— 
- * 
« v * 
/ 
” 
be x 
. % 4 A . 
* 4 ” 
. 
5 i g 
* 
* 
. * 6 
* * 4 
- : 4 
* 
— « * — 7 
CY 
» . 
s \ 9 * 
* 
* « ff o — — ei. 
* . r s . 
7 
* A 
5 5 m ” 
* „ — 
. { 
* 
k 
LI 
* . A 
* * - 
* 4 


—— — 


MARC Cs do ee RTE 


_— 


CRPTy-"Y 
— = 22 


'D I 8 C 0 U R 8 E 1. 


- tn K Vo > FR," oY en * e 1 1 1 
2 * 9 „** TIP tha w——_— 


Hr 


T be Netw of. Fumily-worlbip, Fry the 
Obligations to it from Principles of 
Reap 8 Ea | 


— 


1 x. 2. 


Ceres Man, and one that feared. 00 
with all his Houſe, which gave much Alas to. the 
; People, and proyed te GOD e | 


HIS | is "this CharaRer of dla wid A 

_ noble e e'd What makes it more 
remarkable is, that he was a Heathen and a Soldier. 
He was a devout Man, a Worſhipper of the true 
Goo ; he» frared him, and made a Conſcience of 
praying to him away; he was very charitable to the 
People among whom he lived. It is likewiſe obſerved, I 
that he feared GOD with all his Heu, which plainly | | 
intimates, that his Family was a worſhipping Family. 
His pious Care in praying with them, and for them, 
and teaching them the Fear of Gov, was ſucceſsful - 
to make them devout and pious ;; ſo we read (. 7 
of a devout Soldier that waited on him continu all,, 
was, in modern Language, the Captain's o¹˙n Man. 
This Example of the Perſonal and Family-reſigion 
men will, I bope, appear 
111 | n | 


| 
3 


. Nature of Paubr-w on. Dif. f. 
very Proper to introduce an important Deſign I have 


Nature and Obligarions of Family-worſhip, and 
will bear me witneſs, that ] do not curiouſly pry into 


know, and almoſt impoſſible not to know, from 


 yourlelves, about it, he could not be reckoned im- 
| ſome Families, there is no more Acknowledgment | 


were no ſuch Being. In the Families of others, he is, 
indeed ſometimes acknowledged, but very ſeldom ; on 


| fron, So criminal a Neglect, it becomes me to reprove, 
<S hope what will be ſaid upon this Suhject, may af. 
Mt pious Families to be ſteadfaſt and ſerious in the 


are required of us. As it is a Duty of great Impor- 
' tance, on which the Honour of Gop, the Support of 


before: me; namely, to lay before you at large the 


* endeavour to excite you to the Practice of it.“ You 


the Affairs of your Families: but it is eaſy to 


Children, Servants, Neighbours, or others, who for a 
longer or ſhorter Time reſide in your Houſes, whe- 
ther there be Family-worſhip there : and indeed were 
a Miniſter to make a particular Inquiry of them, or 


pertinent, but muſt appear to act in Character, Ia 


of Gop, in the Exerciſes of Devotion, than if there 


the Lord's Day, perhaps, or on ſome particular Occa- 


and attempt to engage you to redifſy. There may be : 
' ſome young Perſons who have lately entered. upon 
Families of their own, and others ſoon may: for 4 


their Sakes likewiſe, I engage in this Deſign; and 


Practice of this Duty, and to improve theſe religious 
Exerciſes to thoſe excellent Purpoſes, for which they 


Religion, and the Good of Souls, very much depend, 


. 1 would plead its Cauſe very ſeriouſly : and, that 
what I ſay may, by the Bleſſing of Gov, be affectual, i 
1 would * it in the * and moſt intelligible WW o. 
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Language. I ſhall make no Scruple to adopt the 
Sentiments, and ſometimes the Language, of the beſt 
Writers upon the Subject, whom I have carefully 
peruſed for that Purpoſe; a Method not leſs labori- 
ous to myſelf, and more reſpeAful to my Hearers, 
than to have confined myſelf entirely. to my own 


Thoughts on the Subject. Theſe TOM oy 6h 
miſed, 1 propoſe, | 


I. To illuſtrate the Nature of Family-wertkip. 
Il. To ſhow you the Reaſonableneſs of it. 
MI. Produce the Scripture-evidence for it. 
IV. Repreſent the great Advantages of it, 


v. I propoſe to conſider, and endeavour to remove: 


the chief Excuſes wh are made for ee 
of it. 


VI. Seriouſly to wge t the buy \ upon thoſe, 2 e | 
hitherto neglected it. 


And, in the laſt Place, to offer ſome 1 and 54 
 Encoyragements 0 thoſe who praiſe i it. ' 


Let me intreat, my Brethren, your ſerious Regard ATA | 
to what I ſhall addreſs to you on this weighty | | 
Subject; and your earneſt Prayers that Gop would 
aſſiſt and ſucceed me in this Defign for his Glory, 5 
and vour, and your Families Welfare. I am, 


1. To illuſtrate the Nature of Family-worſhip. 2 | | 


And on this Head T 1 0 vary n pat 
endeavour to prove, that it is the Duty of every Head 
of a Family daily to offer up ſerious ſolemn Addreſſes - 


— 
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1 36 The Nature of Fate1tv-woneme.” Dir. 1. 
„ Gow. with his whole Family, in their Preſence, | 


and with their Concurrence: I. ſay every Head of a 
Family, including Widows and fingle Perſons, who 
have Children or Servants under their Care, as Part 


of their Family. It is a Duty that belongs to tbe 
5 Head of a Family as its Head, and being inveſted 
with Authority over the reſt, by the great Lord of 


all, for their Good. The whole of Family-religion 


is not to be placed in Acts of Worſhip, properly ſo 
called. It includes Family - government, and Diſci- 
pline; the daily reading of the Scriptures to them, 
and at ſome Times, eſpecially on the Lord's Day, 


other practical Books; watching over the Ways of 


our Houſehold, catechiſing Children, inſtructing Ser. 
vants; reproving, admoniſhing, and correcting for 
Tfrregolarities of Temper and Conduct; and more 
eſpecially for Sins againſt God. But -Family-wot- 


ſhip is the moſt important Part, and will have a 


great Influence to promote the regular: and uſeful | 


Diſcharge of the reſt. Family-worſhip includes the 


| ſeveral Branches of Prayer; à folemn Adoration of 
' the great Gop; giving him the Glory of his Per- 
. ſections and Government of the World; acknowledg- 
ing his Authority, Righteouſneſs, and Goodneſs, and 
confeſſing our Sins before him: it includes offer- 
ing up our Deſires to him for thoſe Bleſſings add | 
| Mercies we want; grounded. on a Perſuaſion of out 
| Ignorance, Weakneſs, and Inability to help * our- 
ſelves, and his boundleſs Power, Wiſdom and Good- 


neſs, It comprehends, likewiſe, a thankful Acknow- 


ledgment of his Mercies; owning our Dependance 
vy pon him, and Obligations to him, for all the Bleſ- 
| - ou and Comforts relating. * and that 

| | ; which 


am a mn am am tT a  oXÞ© a. . =. 


Ms , =@ . oo fills a „ on 


Dif. 1. The Reafenablonefi of Pau- Wonen. 375 
which 1s to come. Theſe Remarks are applicable to 
all Acts of. Worſhip, whether in the Cloſet, the Fa- 


mily or the Congregation. — But in order to render 
out Family-worſhip properly ſo, it ought to have a 


art ſpecial Regard to the Stare and Circumſtances of the 
the Family, by which it is preſented, and be faited to 


their Caſes : particular Thankſgivings and Petitions 


themſelves, their Children and Servants, according tio 
their reſpective Circumſtances. But this Duty is ſo 
plain and clear, that it needs not be further illufs 
trated ; the Difficulty is, to bring Men to the Prace | 
tice of it. I proceed therefore, 


II. To ſhow the Reafonablenels of i it. 


to what the Light of Nature ſuggeſts upon this Sub- 
jet; that Law which was evritten upon Men's Hearts 
by their Creator, on which Revelation is founded, 
by which it is confirmed, and with which it is al- 
ways conſiſtent. This Law ariſes from the Relation 
in which Man ſtands to Gos and his Dependance 


to reverence our rs ; and therefore that the 
higheſt Reveretice is due to God, our Creator and 
ſupreme Ruler; the Being on whom we have a con- 


tinues to us thoſe Powers and Faculties, by which we 
are capable of worſhipping bim. We may now take 
it for granted, as an allowed Truth, that Gop is to 

be worſhipped by every rational Creature ugly, or in 


his perſonal Capacity; that Men are to meet toge- | 
ther and worin P _ e F ather, Friend, and 


ſhould be offered up, by the Heads of Families, ſor 


And ander this Head, I ſhall confine myſelf, chiefly, - 


upon him. Now Reaſon ſuggeſts, that it is our Duty 1 


tant, neceſſary Dependance; and who gives and con- 


ty. e 
| 2 ES "Bene- | 


| BenefaRtor, in a publick Manner. The ſame Reaſons 
that have often been urged to prove ſecret and pub- 


to Gop—their' mutual Relation to one another — 
the Relation of the Head to the ſeveral Members of 


_ Heathen. I argue, 


* $ 
# 
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a. 


lick Worſhip to be neceſſary Duties, will, in gene- 
ral, be equally ſtrong for Family-worſhip. But the 
Reaſonableneſs of it will more particularly appear 
from conſidering — the Relation of a Family, as ſach, 


— 8 mol. 1 —_— 


the Family — and their Relation to the World —and 
all ' theſe will be confirmed by the: ng of the 


1. From the Relation of a Family to hy? great 
” pay here, theſe Thoughts will occur ; that 

Families are Societies conſtituted and appointed by 
him — and favoured with ſpecial Advantages and Op- 
portunities for worſhipping IDE therefore bag 
to 8 


© Families are Seeds conflituted. end appointed by 
the great Gop himſelf, and therefore ought to wor 
ſhip him. He is the Founder of all Families. He ſav 

it was not good for Man to be alone, and therefore 
| provided him a ſuitable Companion fn, His Providence 
is to be acknowledged i in the ſociaF Affections he hath 
implanted in human Nature, and the Proviſion he 
| hath made for the regular Exerciſe of them. It is, 

God, who, as the Pſalmiſt expreſſeth it . /erterh it 
Solitary in Families,” * who buildeth up our Houſes, 
and directs Men in the Choice of their Relations, 
His Providence gives Perſons Ability to keep- houſe, 
and make Proviſion for thoſe that ſerve them. We 
and our Families e depend = Gop; and 


A ws n K 2 -— ty, tu a a aww „„ wm 


2 Pfalm levill 6. 


9 


. 


whatever we do for their Suſtenance, Support and 


vernment over them, He ſtands in a particular Rela» 
tion to chriſtian Families. Accordingly it was foretold 


of GOD, and all related to him thro' Jeſus Chriſt, 
of whom the whole Family in Heaven and Earth is 
named.“ Now, it is very natural. to argue from 
hence, that- there is Homage and Worſhip due to 
Gop from all Families, as ſuch. He ought to be ac- 
knowledged in this Relation, as their Builder, Owner, 


and ſupreme Maſter : according to his own Reaſoning, 
| © the Son of a Family honoureth his Father, as a Su- 
periour, and a Servant his Maſter: if J then be a 
Father, where is my Hovour ? And if I be a Mafter, 


where is my Fear, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts!” + It 
would be ſtrange, that'a Society of Creatures, of 
which Gop is the Author and Support, ſhould not be 
obliged to acknowledge that he is ſo, and worſhip 


one of thoſe Societies which he hath conſtituted, and, 
in the Order of Nature, the very firſt of them, they 
ought to honour him in that Capacity, This will be 
allowed in our perſonal Capacity; and the Argument 
is equally ſtrong with * to Family- religion. A 

Perſon 


* Jer, rf. 2 tu 
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Comfort, he is the great Suſtainer and Preſerver f 
them. In this Reſpett, he is the © Gop of all the Fa- 
milies of the Earth. He is likewiſe the ſupreme 
Covernour of all Families ; as they are united by his 
Appointment, and he exerciſeth a providential G- 


© that he would be the Gop of all the Families of 
I/rael,' * that is, of Chriftians, who are now the ra-! 


him in that Relation. We are obliged to honour 
Gov in every Way we can; and, as ſocial Creatures, 
to honour him by ecial Religion: and as Families are 


tn 
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. Wodbn is bound to worſhip Gov, as the Head of a 
Family; 

| they that belong to his Family are capable of join- 
ing with him; and therefore they ought; becauſe 


paying, conſiſtent with the other Duties he requireth 
of us. This Reaſoning is grounded upon this plain 
Maxim, that whatever Relation Providence bri 

© a Perſon into, he is bound to ſerve God in that 


Fiuamily, and the like. It is further to be conſi- 
dered (tho! I fear moſt People never conſider; it) that | 


Malachi) did Gov. form. one Man and one Woman 


was ordained, not only to continue a Succeſſion of 


FTE | 


that is, with 'it. He 1s capable of it, and 


God has a Right to all the Homage we are capable of 


* Relation ;* as a King, a Magiſtrate, a Maſter of a 


a Family, is a Conſtitution, or a Society, formed, not 
merely for this World but for another; as compoſed. 
of rational immortal Beings. * Why (faith the Prophet 


only? and unite them together as a Family ? but that 
he might ſeek a godly Seed ?*' So that this Relation 


Men upon the Face of the Earth, but to /upport Re- 


 ligion. Families were ordained to be Narſeries of ( 
Religion; to maintain it in the World, and band 
it down from Father to Son, from Family to Family, P 
thro' all Generations. Now, how can this be done, Bl ' 
without impreſiog the Minds of Families with n 

' Senſe of Gop ? and how can that be done; ee d 
ſolemn Prayer to him ? —— Again, A 


Families are furniſhed with Special 8 and 


| Opportunities for worſhipping Gov,-and-therefore ought Wil In 
to do it. Their Nearneſs and Convenience, their 20 
mutual Society and Endearment, and that Regard, it 
which they ought to have for one another's Comfort H 
E297”: | 1 . 75 8 _ and 01 
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and Happineſs for both Worlds, render it peculiarly | 

expedient and highly neceſſary, More Homage may , 
be paid to Gop in this Way, than in ſolitary Wor- 


ſhip; and therefore, as the Creator and Preſerver of 
Families, as well as the greateſt and moſt excellent 


of Beings, He ought to be worſhipped by them. It 


for the Members of a Family to ſalute the Head and 
Maſter every Morning, when they firſt meet; and 
every Evening, when they retire: and doth not the 
Head and Maſter of 2 Families, to whom we and 
they are ſubordinate, deſerve - that we -ſhould, in 
our Joint-capacity, pay our Homage to him ? —— The 
Reaſonableneſs of Family-worſhip may be argued, 


4 
d 
1 
ſe 
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th 
an is reckoned a Piece of Decency and good Breeding 
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2. From the Relation of the fereral Parts. of 55 
Family to one another. | | 


It is a Society diſtinct from all ay and hath an 
independent Government, as far as the Laws of the 
Community allow. The Parts of it have a mutual 
Relation and Dependance, and are therefore under 


peculiar Obligations to worſhip Gov. As publick | || | 


long, Worſhip is proper and neceſſary, becauſe Men have a 
ths near Relation to one another, and a common Depen- 
thout dance upon God, and becauſe they may cheriſh ſocial 
1 WM AﬀcQions, and promote one another's Piety, by ſuch 
| u publick Homage; ſo it. is with Families. — For 
Inſtance, if it be reaſonable, that every Perſon ſhould 
acknowledge the Mercies he hath received from God, 
it is equally reaſonable that Family-mercies onld be 
acknowledged by the whole Family together. They 
jointly ſhare in the Comfort, and ought to concur in 
the Thankfulneſe. Are our — 4 afe from Fear ? 
D : 


Doth 8 


Hof them ſought ? Is it reaſonable, is it a Duty, for 


LET 


62 The Reaſonablenye of Fauiur- wonE. Dil. 1 i 
Doth Gov preſerve them from Fire and Storms, and 
the Ravages of wicked and unreaſonable Men ? Dom WM 
He make a Hedge about us and our Honſes, and 
all that we have on every Side? Doth He preſerve 
Us, our Children, and Servants, in our going out 
and coming in, lying down and riſing up? Do ve 
come together in the Morning after our Repoſe, and | 
in the Evening after our Labours, without any Diſ. 
treſs or evil Occurrence? What can be more res- 
 fonable, than that we ſhould. unite in adoring} and 
praiſing our great and conſtant Benefactor? When 

_ - He ſpreads our Table and fills our Cup, we are not 
ſeo far loſt to a Senſe of Religion and Deceney, as | 
not to acknowledge his Hand therein; and, is it not 
| _ equally reaſonable that we ſhould praiſe him for our 
other Pamily- bleflings ? Is it thought reaſonable, that 
Soo ſhould be acknowledged, when we and obt 
Families enjoy any remarkable Mercy or Deliverance ? 
That we ſhould deſire Thanks to be returned ou 
that Account in the publick Aſſemblies; and yet offer 
him no Tribute of Praiſe with our own Families, tha 
it be evidently a Family-mercy ? I wonder Men do 
| not ſee the monſtrous Abſurdity and glaring Incon- 
ſiſtence of this Neglect. If we have any Senſe ef 
Gratitude for Gop's Mercies to our Houſes, is. it 
reaſonable that it ſhould lie ſmothered in our own: 
© Breaſts, or only be acknowledged before God in our 
Cloſets, and not with out Families, who are Joints: 
partakers with us in .the Mercy ? — Further, are 
there not Family-/ins to be confeſſed and the Pardon 


every Man to give Glory to God by confeſſing his: 


= own ws and thus Sy Aa Senſe: * their Evil 
and 
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and his Reſolution to avoid them ? And is it not rea- | 
ſonable that Families ſhould concur in this Work? Is | 
there a Family upon Earth, in which there are not 
often, I might ſay daily, Offences committed againſt 


Gop, and againſt one another, by the Members of bot 


it, in their relative Capacity? Is there nat ſome ill 

Behaviour, or Neglect of Duty to one another, that 
calls them to the Throne of Grace, to acknowledge 

it, and beg the Forgiveneſs of it? Are there not 

ſome Tranſgreflions of the Rules of Family-enjoy- 
ments and Converſe; ſome Excefles or Differences; 
ſome Miſcarriages ; ſore raſh and provoking Words 
uttered one againſt another; ſome unkind Speeches, 

at leaſt many vain- and idle Words in our mutual 
Converſation, that ought to be lamented before Gop ? 
Even the beſt Men and the beſt Families, have their 
Sins of Infirmity, that ought daily to bring them, 
to Gop's Footſtool, as Penitents and Supplicants. 
The High-Prieſt among the Jeu was, on the Day 
of Expiation, to make an Atonement for his own 
Sins, and for the Sins of /is Houſehold; and there is 


Gop for. ourſelves and Houſeholds, thro* the Virtue 
of Chriſt's atoning Sacrifice, Further, there are 
amily-mercies and Bleſſings to be ſought ; and if it is 
eaſonable that every particular Perſon ſhould pray 
o his Father in ſecret, for what he wants for him- 
elf, it is reaſonable a Family ſhould concur in aſk. 
vg what they jointly want. Every Head of a Fa- 
nily is, or ſhould be, ſenfible' of his own Inſuffici- 
ncy to guide, protect and ide for his Family, 
ithout a divine Bleſſing; an therefore ought to 
ommend them to Gov, and lead them to acknow- 
D 2 5 _ | 


Reaſon we ſhould daily renew our Application to | 


— — 
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tedge, with him, their entire Dependance upon Pro- 
vidence. There are Bleſſings, which we want in com- 


no ———— — ens, — ae AR LIT 
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comfortable Enjoyment of what we poſſeſs. There are 
alſo Bleſſings which particular Families need. Every 
Family hath its peculiar Cares and Burdens ; hath Af. 


which they ought to pray for Deliverance from, or 
Victory over. Buſy Families are in Danger of he. 
coming Worldly-minded and forgetting the one Thing 


f There is therefore Reaſon that ſuch Families ſhould 
not only avatch, but pray, that they enter not into 
9 emptation. There are few Families without fre- 


milies have Relations or Friends at a Diſtance, whon 


Concern, and the Means to keep up that AﬀeCtion, 
which Diſtance. of Place is apt to leſſen. Beſides il 


: age the favourable Notice and Bleſſing of Gop, — 


j 


mon with all Families; . ſuch as daily Bread, and the 
Continuance of Life; together with the peaceable and 


fairs to manage, and an Employment to purſue, in the 
Succeſs of which they are all jointly concerned : and 
therefore Gop ought to be ſought to by them jointly, 
Particular Families lie open to particular Temptations, 


needful. The rich are in Danger of Pride, Luxury 
and Uncharitableneſs ; poor or decaying Families, of 
Injuſtice, Fraud and Diſcontent : - mixed Families, of 
Quarrels and Contentions, or a want of Harmony and 
Contrivance for the general Peace and Happineſ. 


quent Afflictions, which in ſome Degree affect then 
all. They ſhould therefore jointly pray, that theſe niay 
be removed and over-ruled for their good. All Fi 


they ought, in common Supplications, to commend 
to Gop ; as an Expreſſion of their Love and tender 


this, a Family's Concurrence in Prayer will increak 
the Fervour of Devotion, and be more likely to er- 


The 
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pears, 


3. From 40 Relation of the Head to the ſeveral | 
Members of a. Family. | | 


Heads of Families are Weng to workip God with 
them — on Account of their Authority over them — 
the Love they ſhould have for them — and out of 
Faithfulneſs to them, as their Truſt and Charge. 

You have, in the firſt Place, Authority over them : 
An Authority over your Children by Nature, and over 
your Servants by their Conſent ; and this Authority 


R 


. 7 


for him. Any Authority and Power we have over 


L others, is a Talent, or an improveable Merey, which 
ewe are intruſted with for their good; and Gop ex- 
of Wi pets that, as Stewards, we be found faithful. Why 
and was this Authority given? Not merely that they may 
„ be ſerviceable to the temporal, earthly Intereſt of 


the Family, and be compelled to do what would pro- 
mote it; but that they might be made wiſe and good. 

As they are capable of being made ſo, it is the 
Duty of their Superiours to attempt it ; and how can 


may this be done without Prayer? If you expect your 

| F+ Lervants ſhould uſe their Reaſon and Underſtanding | 
hon in ſerving you, and not do Things mechanically aa 
nent che Brutes, it is your Duty, not to treat them like 


Brutes, by only providing them Food and Habita- 
tions, but to take Care of their Minds; and by Rea. _ 
ſon and Admonition, to form them to Habits of So- 
briety, Diligence and good Behaviour. And if it is 
your Duty to inſtru them, it is certainly. your Duty 
to pray for a Beling upon your IndruQions ; and to 

| EL D 3 35% 


The Reaſonableneſs of Family-worſhip further . is 


was given you by the ſupreme Lord, and is to be uſed 
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do it with and. before them, that it may have greater 


Weight upon their Minds. Your Acquaintanee with | 


their Temper and Conduct gives you great Advantage 


to direct your Petitions accordingly. Thus ſhoeld 


every Head of a Family ſhow his Concern for the 


| + Good of all under his Dominion. I argue further 
from your, Love to your Family. And here, there would 


be leſs Occaſion to make a DiſtinQion between your 


Children and Servants, if you conſidered the Soul 


of your Apprentices and Servants as committed to 


your Care, as well as the Souls of your Children ; 3 * 
in all Reaſon you ought.. Your Intereſt in your 
_- Children and Servants, and near Relation to, both, 
claim this at your Hands, You will not deny, that 
it is your Duty to take Caro, that they have Fool 
convenient for them; and is it not equally your: 
Duty to take Care of their Souls ?!——Doth not Faith 
| falng/t require the latter of you, as well as the former! 

A ſober Heathen would provide Food and Raiment 
for his Children ; Food and Wages for his Servants; | 


but can yen be kind and faithful to them, if .you 


neglect the Care of their Souls and providing,, for 


their ſpiritual Welfare, the Meat that endureth to 


5 eternal Life ? And can this be done without leading 


them in the Worſhip of Gon ? And tho' it may be 
ſuppoſed, they are Capable of praying for themſelves, 


yet not equally ſo in general with thoſe that han 
Authority over them, and have enjoyed ſuperiou 
Advantages for the Knowledge of Gop and Religion, 
Beſides, as we ſhall 'afterwards ſhow, Family - wor 
ſhip will give Weight to all your Admonitions. Ia! 
mort, the Light of Nature plainly ſuggeſts, that Goo 
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implanted in your Hearts a Love to them, for their | 


Good, as well as your own Comfort and Advantage, 


As they have Souls as well as Bodies, theſe, in all 


Reaſon, ought to be Part of your Care; and as you 
can neither procure Food nor Grace for them, with- 


out the Bleſſing of Gop, he ought to be daily and 


fervently worſhipped. You can never reconcile it to 
Wiſdom, good Senſe, Faithfulneſs or Humanity, to 


at as if you were indifferent whether they were 
ſaved or periſhed, —— Again, the Reajonableyels of 


Family-worſhip will appear, 
4 From the Relation of Families to Abe World. 


You will 
Religion an 


the Worſhip of Gop in the World. 


| Are Families then, as ſuch, no Part of the World? 


Or a Part, from whence no Worſhip is due ? It is 
ſurely reaſonable, that every Family ſhould contri- 


bote to the publick Good, and be as uſeful ys poſible - 


to Mankind. They do contribute to this, as far as 


they are laborious and diligent in their lawful Oecupa- 


tions; but how are they uſeful as rational, immortal 


Creatures, but by manifeſting Wiſdom, Piety, Juſtice, 
Meekneſs and Charity? By being Examples of Peace, 


good Order and Regularity ? And can this be ex- 


petled from them, unleſs the Worſhip of Gov: be 
maintained? For it is, in its own Nature, an admi- 
rable Means to promote all ſuch ſocial Virtues, and 


make a Family, in which it is maintained, an excel- 
lent Example to all the Neighbourhood. But this 


Point will come more naturally to be conſidered un- 
der the Head of the * of et i 
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deny, that it is fit there ſhould be 
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I 24d once more, thels Reaſons are iner 


and confirmed, 


5. By the PraQtice of the Ws Yay 


For * when the Gentiles which have not a © ritter 
Law, do by Nature the Things contained in the Law, 
theſe, having not the Law, are a Law unto them- 
ſelves, which ſhow the work of the Law evritten 
pon their Hearts.” It is evident from ancient Hiſtory, 


that, beſides their publick Worſhip in their Temple 
and Groves, they had Family-devotions. They had 


not only the tutelary Deities or protecting Gods of 
Cities and Kingdoms, but their Hou/chold-gods | called 
L ares or Penatet. Some of the richer Sort had them 
in little Chapels, or particular Apartments of their 
Houſes; and others upon the common Hearth, to 


which the whole Family offered Prayers and Saeri- 


fices, or ſhowed ſome religious Regard. Of this Na- 
ture, it ſeems, were the Teraphim, or Idol-gods of 
Laban and Micah, which we. read of in Scripture, 
After their ſolemn Sacrifices, they uſed to carry part 


Home and eat it as a religious Feaſt in their Fami - 


lies. There ſeems to be a Reference to ſome domeſtick 
Worſhip of the Heathen, in a Paſſage of the Po- 
phet Haiah; where, after ſeveral Inſtarices of publick 
Idolatry, which the Jews learned from them, had 
been mentioned, it is ſaid, * Behind the Doors alſi and 
the Poſts, haſt thou ſet up thy Remembrance, or Memo- 


rial; thy Idol-god, or ſome Object of Veneration. 


The Prophet Exekiel + likewiſe ſpeaks. of the Wor 
ſhip uſed by © every Man in the Chambers of his Imagery/ 
* his domeſtick: en or RS as ſome old 

| Verſions 
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Verſions read it. Now, tho' all this was Idolatry, 
yet it proyes it to be a Dictate of Reaſon, that there 
ſhould be Family-worſhip. And this they ſubſtituted, 
not in the Place of 20 Religion, but in the Place of 
true Religion, and Worſhip, offered to the living and 
ſupreme God, The Hiſtory of modern Nations, par- 
ticularly in both the Indies, ſhows, that they have 
the ſame Idea of Family- religion. The Pagans have, 
ſome Object, Image or Picture in their Houſes, to 
which they pay ſome Kind of Devotion, beſides their 
more publick Worſhip, Theſe dumb Idols and their 
Worſhippers will ery-out againſt thoſe, who, with 
ſuperiour Light and Knowledge, neglect this reaſona- 
ble Service. Theſe then are the Arguments, which 
Reaſon ſuggeſts for the Duty I am now. recommend- 


lightly of; for the Voice of Nature is the Voice of 
Gop ; and what Reaſon dictates, is as much the Law 
and Command of our Creator, as any Thing con- 
tained in the Bible, I ſhall not proceed further in 
the Subject at preſent, but recommend theſe Thoughts 
to your ſerious Reflection; heartily praying, that they 
may be the Means of promoting Religion in all your 
Families, and ſo diffuſing it into the next Generation, 
and thoſe that are to come. Amen, 


| . | 
"x ” 


| ing. Nor let theſe Arguments be deſpiſed or thought | 
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The Obligations to Punily-wortip fron 
i | | 


2 SAMUEL vi. 20-. 


2 hen David returned to bleſe his 2 


NE of the Diſciples of PRE HERS hae * 
Light of the Pagan World, deſired Informa- 
tion from his Maſter, concerning ſome Difficulties 
attending Prayer; and above all, particular Requeſts 
made to Gap, which have proved injurious to the 
| Petitioners when granted. The Philoſopher owned 
| himſelf utterly unable to ſatisfy his Diſciple upon this 
Head, and concludes with theſe remarkable Words, 
We muſt continue in our Ignorance, till it hall 
0 « pleaſe Gop to ſend .a Perſon into the World to 
give us full Information concerning our Duty” 
This Perſon, whom Socrates hoped and deſired that! 
Gop would ſend into the World, He hath been Pleaſed 
to ſend, even his Son Jeſus Chriſt ; who hath given 
vs full Information concerning our Duty, and part 
cularly directed us in: the Article of Prayer. It be- 
comes us to be thankful for ſuch an Inſtructor, aud 
to hearken with the greateſt Attention, .to what he 
Faith on this eps Anicte. His Diredtions are ſo 
1 plain 


to enlarge upon them, if we did not ſee many of 
his profeſſed Followers utterly neglecting them, — I 


you particularly, whence the Obligation ariſeth, on 
whom it lieth, and where the Fault-is to be charged, 


perſiſt in their Neglect, more inexcuſable than ever. 
—— [no treating this Subject, I propoſed to ſhow you 


— from the Relation of a Family to the great Gov, 
as Families are Societies conſtituted by him and fur- 
niſhed with ſpecial Advantages and Opportunities for 
| worſhipping him —from the Relation of the ſeveral 


their Relation to the Head of it —I argued it, from 
the Relation of Families to the World ; — and the ge- 


of Family-devotion, ſhoweth, that this is agreeable 


—1 . proceed, 


Wg 


III. To ſhow you the Scriptare-evidence for i it; 


Or what Proof ariſeth from Scriprure, thagFamily- 
worſhip is an important and neceſſary Duty. Aud 
here I muſt call back- your Thoughts to. what was 


to confirm it. And tho', as I have juſt now hinted _ 


in the Caſe of Socrates, the Light of Nature did not 
Y 0:..- . 


bir 2. Geher cee for Tamer wean 7. 
plain and clear, that one would think it unneceſſary 


gave you, in my laſt Diſcourſe, the Reaſons why I 
intended to lay before you at large, the Nature of 
Family-prayer, and our Obligation to it; and to ſhow 


1 * * 


if it be not anſwered; and to leave thoſe, that will a 


the Reaſonableneſs of Family-worſnip. This Largued 


| Parts of a Family to one another — and particularly. | 


neral Practice of the Heathen, in having ſome Kind' 


to the Dictates of Reaſon, and is the Law of Goos. 


ſaid in the former Diſcourſe, concerning the Reaſon- 
ableneſs of it; and remind you, that the Scripture 8 
vas not deſigned to repeal the Law of Nature, but 
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until the Law of Moſes, Sin was in the World; 
but where there is no Law, there is no Tran/erefſion :? 


72 Scripture- evidence for Faurrr-wonsnir. Diſ. 2. 
give ſuch Directions about our Duty, as made a Re- 
velation unneceſſary; nor did it diſcover a Method 

of Pardon and Reconciliation for guilty Creatures: 
| nevertheleſs, as far as it goes, it is the Law of Gon, 

and to be obeyed with all Submiſſion of Soul. There 
nere rational Creatures upon Earth, above two thou- 
ſand Years before any written Law was given; and, 
except Diſeoveries made to particular Perſons, as 
Adam, Noah, Abraham and: a few others, they had 
no other Rule but the Dictates of Reaſon and ob- 
ſcure Tradition, Now the Apoſtle obſerveth, that 


ha, oe — ——— 1 Gd Sn. a os: Nn 8 


ceonſequently, Reaſon and Conſcience were their Guide 
and Law; and for diſobeying this Law, they were 
guilty of Sin, Scripture is a ſuperadded Light, that 
confirms the Law of Nature: and if there could be 
no Proof brought from Scripture, that Family-prayer 
was a Duty, it would ſtil] be a Duty, if it appeared 
to be reeſonable-in itſelf, and produQtive of the Hap- 
pineſs of Mankind. Thoſe general Laws of Serip- 
ture, to follow after Righteouſneſs and that which is 
Good; to ſeek our own and others“ Happin „ would 
all be, in effect, Precepts for Family-worſbig. But T 
1 ſhall now lay before you what Proof or Evidenee ey. 
there is from Scripture, that Gop requires it of us: is! 
and we ſhall confider—ſome Precepts that relate to to 
 it—the Examples of good Men who have practiſed all 
ir—and ſome Paſſages intimating that it is a Duty, 
or referring to it, as a general Practice among the 
Seryants of Gop. Let us conſider, 


1. The Prgceprs that require it, 


no where ſaid in ſo many Words, that every Head 


ſame Remark may be -made with Regard to ſecret 
prayer; that there is no direct Command to pray in 
ſecret. Our Lord indeed takes it for granted that- his 
Diſciples wonld pray in ſecret, and gives them Di- 


Regard to Family-worſhip, there are general Precepts 
which ought in all Reaſon to extend to that —and 


refer to it. 
There are general Precepts, which ought, in all Res- 
ſon, to be conſidered by us as extending to that; 


they ſhould extend to it. There are many ſuch 
precepts as theſe, relating to Prayer: 2 Pray abways 3 

pray without ceafing 3 continue in Prayer; praying als 
away. with all Prayer and Supplication': I will that 
Men pray every where; in every Thing give Thanks.“ 
Now will any ſay, that Family-prayer is no Prayer ? 


ever it is convenient; his Family is excepted ? If he- 
is in every Thing to give Thanks, are Family-mercies 


ſhow, upon what Principles Family-worſhip is to be 
excluded ; and wy: a Panzenlar a of theſe 
2 
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Now here, I am very ready to allow, inn, 
not find it Oy where exprefily command 6: Ir is. 


of a Family ought to pray with his Family. The 


rections how to perform that Duty. But I do not 
know any, who- queſtion that to be a Duty. With 
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ſome particular Precepts that ſeem nne o 


and it will appear to be the Will of our Maſter, that 


That if a Man is to pray every where, that is, where. | 


to be omitted? Theſe Precepts require us to take 
all fit Opportunities for Prayer and Praiſe :: and Rea- 
ſon and Experience ſhow, that Families afford fie 
Time, Place, and Occaſion for theſe Exerciſes. If 
any object againſt the Duty, it lieth upon them to 
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general Commands ſhould not be made to that. Sup- 
poſe Gop had given. no particular Commands about 


the Time, the Place and the Diſpoſition for Prayer; 
ſhogld we therefore conclude, that we are not to pray 


; at all, when he ſaith, pray always; Beſides, that 
Precept, pray without ceaſing," ſeems to have a Refe. 
' rence to the daily Sacrifice,” that Was offered in the 


Jewiſi Temple, every Morning and Evening, and 


was called the continual Burnt-offering. This ſhowed, 


that God was to be worſhipped daily, beſides at 
ſolemn Seaſons, as on the Sabbath and at their 


_ yearly Feaſts, If it be ſaid, © true, it is every 
* Man's Duty to pray alone and in his ſingle Capa- 


city; I anſwer, we do not receive Mercies merely 


as ſingle Perſons, but as a Society. We ought to pray, 
and give Thanks, for Family-mercies, in and with 


the Family, in our ſocial Capacity, as I ſhowed in the 
ſormer Diſcourſe. Let us conſider how this Reaſon- 


ing will hold good in a parallel Caſe. It is no where 
expreſsly commanded in Scripture, that a Man ſhall 
provide for his Family, except in that general Pre- 


cept, * tion ſhalt do no Murder; yet Reaſon ſhows it 


would be the higheſt Iajuſlice and Cruelty to let 


them ſtarve. But the Apoſlle urgeth this as a Duty 
required by Chriſt, when he ſaith, ' © He that pro- 


videth not for his own, and eſpecially for thoſe of | 
his own Houſe, or Family, he hath denied the Faith | 
and is worſe than an Infidel.” „He hath denied the 
_ Chriſtian Faith, that requires this, tho' not expreſsly; 


and is worſe than a Heathen, who, by the Light of 


Nature, is taught to do it. The Scripture doth not 


tell us, who are our Families; what Food and Cloath- 


* I Tim. v. 8. Y 
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them to be ſo evident a Duty, that he, who neglects 


of their Bodies, mach more of their Souls, So that 


d 
d, further, that there are ſome particular Presepis, which 
* Lem dire) 10 refer to it. — I cannot but confider the 


Lord's Prayer in this View. He deſigned it for a focial 
Prayer. When he is ſpeaking of ſecret Prayer, he 
faith, thou when lau prayeſt, enter into hy Cloſet : 
here he ſpeaks i in the Plural; when ye pray lay, our Fa- 
ther ; give as; lead us. I argue it from that Petition, 


with whom is it to be uſed ? It is in Men's family, as 


nor can there, in general, be daily ſocial Prayer out of 


admit of it. This ſeems therefore to be in Effet = 


from the Commands the Apoſtle Pau / gives us with 


Parents, Mafters and Servants, he preſently adds, 
praying always with all Prayer and Supplication.? ? 


immediately adds, continue in Prayer and watch in 
the ſame with Thankfgivipg i | as he had mentioned 

| Prayer 
* 2. 1. 18. 8 


ing we mall give 5 how often, and at What 
Hours they ſhall eat: yet it ſuppoſeth the Cate o 


it, is worſe than a Heathen. And, by the Way, iß 
it be the Duty of Heads of Families to take Care 


Family-prayer muſt be included in theſe general-Pre+ 842g 
cepts, tho' not expreſsly mentioned. We obſerve 


gives us his Day our daily Bread. It is a ſocial Prayer : 
it is to be uſed daily, as a Form, or as a Model: and 


well as perſonal Capacity, that they want daily Bread: 
a Family; the Circumſtances of the World will not 
plain Precept for Family-worſhip ——I argue further, 
Regard to relative Duties. Having exhorted the Zphe- . 


fans to the Diſcharge of them, and having mentioned 
the Duties of Huſbands and Wives, Children and 


Having exhorted the Coleffiens to the ſame Duties, he 
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tion. This ſeems, by the Connection, to mean Fa- 
mily- prayer; and to be an Intimation, that the Apoſtle 
conſidered that, as a Duty, which would have a great 
Influence in exciting them to the Diſcharge of other 


mould pray for a Bleſſing. And as theſe Precepts re- 
aquire a religious Education, it will. ſcarce be denied 


nor can this well be done without praying in their 
Hearing. — The ſame may be ſaid concerning the 
fourth Commandment, Heads of Families are required 
to keep the Sabbath holy themſelves ; and to ſee that 
their Sons and Daughters, their Men- ſervants and 


tion, that they are obliged to take Care of the Reli 
tion, that Authority ſhould be uſed and improyed 
for Family-worſhip, and every other religious Service, 
by which they may be profited. Upon the Whole, 
if Family-worſhip be a reaſonable Thing in itſelf; 
highly advantageous; then all thoſe Precepts: that 


- . our Families, doing good in our ſeveral Stations, 


5 an Effect — F . Let us conſider, 1 


Prayer and Singing immediately before that Exhorta. 


relative Duties. This may further be argued from 
the expreſs Command given to Parents to teach and 
inſtruct their Children, and bring them up in the 
Nurture and Admonition of the Lord: therefore the 


that teaching them to pray is included in the Precept; * 


Maid- ſervants, keep it ſo too. This is a plain Intima- 


gion of their Families: and, if they have Autho- 
rity over them to bind them to Sabbath-ſanQiifics- 


if it be (as we ſhall endeavour afterwards to ſhow) 
require Love to Gop and Man, the religious Care of 


and ſaving the Souls of others, eſpecially thoſe com- 
mitted to our Charge; all theſe Precepts, I ſay, do 


2. 38 
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2. The Examples oſ thoſe who yori it, as re · 3 | 


corded in Scripture. | 


The Scripture-hiſtories were Adee to give us 


an Account of the State of the Church of GOD in 


ſucceeding Ages; his Diſpenſations to it, and Ap» 
pearances for it; and not the State of particular 


Families, Yet we ſhall find there, ſome very clear 
and eminent Examples of Family-worſhip. Before 


the giving of the Law, even very early, Men began 


to call upon the Name of the Lord, that is, as I ap- 
prehend that Phraſe ſignifies, to worſhip him in. So- 
ciety. As the Earth was, in the firſt Ages, divided 


into Families, or ſmall Tribes only, the Maſter of each : 


Family was the Prief of it, and offered up Prayers 


and Sacrifices at the Head of it. But let us confider | 

| ſome more expreſs Examples of it. Here we begin 
with the Father of the Faithful, even Abraham. We 

read of him that he built an Altar to the Lord 


at Shechem ; and when he removed to Bethel, there 
he built an Altar to the Lord, and called upon the 
Name of the Lord.” * Now this was done with his 


Family, He had no others with him in his Re- 4 


moves; and a ſolitary Sacrifice, and private Prayer 
attending it, is what we never read of. Gop ſpeaks 


with great Honour of 4braham's Care of the reli- 


gious Intereſt of his Family, I know him, that he 
will command his Children and his Houſehold after 
him, and they ſhall ' keep the Way of the Lord, to 


do Juſtice and Judgment.“ + Is not 70 pray, the Way | 


of the Lord? Could he be thus careful of his Family 
and ſ W Religion in it, without Prayer? Un- 


® Cen. xii, 7, B. | 4 Gan, write 293 


doubtedly : 
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doubtedly he taught them by his Precepts and Ex- 


they built Altars, tho* they had none but their own 
Families with them. If any ſhould ſay, they had 
ꝛ no Prieſts in thoſe Days, and could have no pub. 
© lick Worſhip,” the Inſtance of Melchi/edee proves the 
| contrary i. yet here was evidently Family-worſhip, and 


; J not in this Connection mention the Example of 
Mer; who, when he led ael in the Wilderneſ,. 
began and ended every Day's Journey with Prayer | 


ſtances ? —— Jeh̊ is another Example; who 


ti Lord; that is, worſhip bim; for it is oppoſed 


living Gop.? And he ſpeaks reſolutely, as one that 

' knew he had Authority over them to require their | 
Attendance upon it. He would pray with them, aud 

_ -* uſe his Influence and Authority over them, that they 


did in our Text is full to the Purpoſe. Ile had 
brought the Ark to the Place which he had fixed 
or it: and having ſpent the whole Day in publick 
| Devotions, and b the People in the Name of the" 


10 have been his regular Practice, from which that 


ample.—Of T/aac and Jacob we are likewiſe told, that 


it is equally evident that Gop approved, it. May 


for. them, and with them, ſuited to their Circums | 


reſolved, that, * tho' al Jrael ſhould forſake the 
Worſhip of God, he and his Houſe would ern 


to Idolatry or the Worſhip of Idols. How. could 
he tell that bis Family were not Idolaters, but by 
their joining with him in Acts of Homage to the. 


might ſerve none but Go. —— The Inſtance of Di 


Lerd of Hoſts, he then returned 7 ble/s his Houſehold, 
that is, to pray with' them and for them, for the 
Words can admit of no other Senſe, This appears 


IP great 
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great Solemnity could not divert him, when the Time 
came for performing the Exerciſes of Religion in 


his own Houſe, — Queen E/her is another Example 
of this: She and her Maidens *. faſted and prayed o- 


gerler. She was the Miſtreſs of a Family, had Apart- 


ments and a Houſehold of her own ; as we ſpeak of + 
the King's Houſehold, the Queen's Houſehold, or 


the Prince's Houſehold, tho? they live under the ſame 


Roof, — We have likewiſe the Example of Jeb; 


concerning whom we are told, * that he aſfered: up 
Sacrifices according to the Number of his Children : 't 


they were ſanQlified and attended the Sacrifice, and 
it is added, thus did Fob continually; in the Otigi- 


nal, all the Days, or every Day. This was his ſtated 
Courſe of Devotion, tho'. on ſome Occaſiens there 
were extraordinary Sacrifices, according to the Num- 


ber of his Childreg, — Let us particularly attend to 
the Example of Daniel. Tho' he was a great Man, 


and Prime-miniſter to the King of Perfia, yet he 
prayed in his Family. The King bad made an Edict, 


that no Man ſhould: aſk a Petition of Gop or Maas 


for thirty Days. but of the King, under Penalty of 


being caſt into the Den of Lions. Tho' Dania | 


knew this, * he went into his Houſe and kneeled upon 
his Knees three Times @a Day, and prayed and gave 


Thanks to his Gop, as he did aforetime.'t Now, | 


how could it be krown to have been his Manner afore- 


Wy time, except it had been Family-prayer ? Or how 


could his Enemies accuſe him, and come-in upon 
him to be Witneſſes thereof? They knew his Courſe 
of Worſhip, and therefore laid this Snare for him; 


and yet this good Man would not veglect it, even 


for 
® Eder in, 10. tre 1 Daniel vi, 16. 
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for nd Days, tho” he knew the Danger he was in, 
-and the Snare that was laid for him. 


and his Hov/e, that is, his Family, would ſerve the 


his calling his Kindred and Friends together to hear 
the Word; not his Houſehold ; -h, would come of 
Courſe, when any Thing religious was going forwards, 
 —— Further, we read of ſeveral Perſons in the New 


he removed to Philippi or Ephe/ns, in both Places he 
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| We have 
likewiſe ſome Inſtances of it in the New Teſtament: 


particularly that of Cornelius, with which we intro. | 
duced the laſt Diſcourſe ; * he feared the Lord with 
a4ll his Houſe,” and when 11 is ſaid, that © he was pray« 


ing in his Houſe,* it may fignify avith his Houſehold, 
as the Word often denotes. So Joſhua reſolved, be 


Lord.“ And when Peter came, Notice is taken of 


Teſtament, who had Churches in their Houſes; which 
ſome interpret of Aſſemblies for publick Worſhip held 


there; but to me it appears more probable, that it 
refers to Family-worſhip ; becauſe when Paul ſends 


. to Aguila at Rome, and again to him, when 


ſpeaks of the Church in his Honſt. Now it is not like- 


ly, that in both Cities he ſhould have a Houſe ſo 
large, that a publick Aſſembly could be held there: 


the Number of Chriſtians in both being great, and 
they at Philippi and Epheſus having Biſhops and Dea- 
cons. Or, ſuppoſing that it was a publick Aſſembly, 


it will appear very incredible, that they ſhould have 
no Family-worſhip in their Houſes, if they had ſome | 


times publick Worſhip there. 


But the Example 


which, of all others, is the moſt forcible, is that of 
our #lefſed Lord himſelf. - Tho? he had no Houſe, yet 
he had a Family; for his Diſci ples attended him. 


| Thus 
Ken. i. 5, y Cor, wi. 19. 5 


2. G8 „ 8 


Nh | 


— 
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Thus he calls himſelf their Maſter, and ſpeaks of them 


as his Houſehold ; and that is all which is eſſential to 


a Family. We find, that he not only inſtructed them, 
but prayed with them. St. Lale ſaith, * it came to 
paſs as he was alone praying, and his Di/ciples. were 


with him, * that is, in a private Place, retired from 


* Multitude who followed him. We read of his 


« praying in a certain Place, and when he ceaſed, 4is | 


Diſciples ſaid, Lord, teach '«s to pray. F The 17th 
of John is his Prayer with them: and they celebrated 
the Paſſover and ſung a Hymn together, as a Family. 


It cannot be expected, that we ſhould often read of 


his praying with them, partly thro* the Shortneſs of 


the Goſpel-hiſtory, and partly becauſe their Caſes 
| were ſo widely different. He had no Sins to confeſs, 


| no pardon to aſk ; but theſe Inſtances are ſufficient to 


| ſhow that he prayed with his Houſehold. — Theſe 


are the Examples, which the Scripture contains, of 


the Practice of this Duty: and you will obſerve that 
moſt of theſe Perſons are diſtinguiſhed, as the peculiar + 
Favourites of Heaven. Abraham was the Friend of 


Gop; David, the Man after his own Heart; Fob, 
a perfect and upright Man, who had none like him 


upon the Earth; Daniel, a Man greatly beloved 


Cornelius, the Perform to whom, among the Gentiles, 


the Goſpel was firſt preached ; and Jeſus was every 


Thing, that Language can expreſs, or WOO con- 
ceive. We obſerve, once more, 


3. There are ſome Paſſages that refer to it as a 
Duty, or as a known general Practice among the Ser- 
vants of Gop: and 7 = in Effect amount to 


Precepts. 


n 18, + Luke xi, 2. 
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can we ſuppoſe, that Houſes thus dedicated, ſhould | 
have no Worſhip in them hereafter ? that after they 


| * raum Hail 2. f Palm eil. 1 f 1 Jer, x. 25. 
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It appears from the Law of Mofjes, that it was cuſ. 
tomary, when a Man had built a new Houſe, to de- 


 dicate it by ſome religious Solemnity ; and the zoth | 


Pſalm, as the Title tells us, was compoſed for, and 
uſed at, the Dedication of David's Houſe. - Now 


were ſolemnly devoted to God, he ſhould never be 
honoured in them by ſocial Worſhip? To dedicate 


a Church, and never have Service there, but turn it 
into a Market; how unaccountable ! — It is ſaid, that 


© the Lord loveth the Gates of Sien more than all the 
Dwellings of Jacob. This plainly i intimates, that 


he loveth the Dwellings of Jacob, tho" he prefers 


the Gates of Sion. And why? but becauſe rhere are 


tene publick ſolemn Acts of Religion? and he loveth | 
1M Dwellings of Jacob for a like Reaſon, becauſe 


there he is worſhipped. This diſtinguiſhes them from 


other Families, and therefore Gop loves them. 
David obſerves, that the Voice of Rejoicing and 
Salvation is in the Tabernacle of the Righteous.' + 
This diſtinguiſhes the Houſes of the Righteous from 


others. There is holy Joy, expreſſed by linging the 
Praiſes of Gop ; whereas in others, there is eu 


ſwearing, or carnal Joy and Mirth: the Praiſes of 


\ Gov are not heard in them,—Obſerve thoſe Words of | 
Feremial, pour out thy Fury upon the Heathen that 
know thee not, and upon the Families that call not' 

upon thy Name. 1 An Imprecation by an inſpired Pro- 


phet is a Predictian; it hall be poured out. The Pro- 


phet muſt here mean Families as diſtinguiſhed from 
5 Nations, or as conſtituent Parts of them; or if be 


Z - mean 


IS 
- 
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mean 7. -ibes or Clans, as. diftinguilhed. from Nations, 
he ſpeaks of all Tribes without Exception, great and _ 
mall. And the Reaſon holds equally with Regard 
to a proper Family. It is here taken for granted; 
that every Family, which is not a fue Family, 
will call upon God's Name, — There ſeems to be aW 


hey Intimation of Family-worſhip- in that Paſſuge of Ze 
be (clariah; where, after he had foretold the: Repen- | 
cance and Converſion of the Jews in the latter Day, - 


that a Spirit of Humiliation, 'Grace and Supplication 


Cbriſt, whom they had pierced, he ſaith, © the Land 
ſhall mourn, very Family apart; and it is added; 
their Wives apart, with their-Maid-ſervants,. and all, 
or ſome, of their Children, as was uſual among them 
dn Days of ſolemn Humiliation.— To this I may 
add, that Circumciſton and the Paſſover were Pa- 
mily-ordinances, undoubtedly attended with Prayer 
and Thankſgiving.. And if à Family was to join in 
religions Exerciſes on theſe Otraſions, it ſeems high= 
ly reaſonable. they ſhould do it oftener, on Arcount 


the doubt the pious did fo, Let it be further ob- 
ing; ſerved, that when' Chriſtians are, in the New- Tefta- 

s of ment deſcribed as a royal Priefthood; to offer-up 
1s of piritual Sacrifices,* it ſeems to intimate, they were 


to engage in ſocial Worſhip; were all called to be 
Prieſts and offer-up ſuch Sacrifices, whenever they 
gad Families; for it is ſpoken of as the Character of 
all Chriſtians and not of Miniſters alone. — There ap- 
pears likewiſe to me a ſtrong Intimation of this Doty, - 
hen it is ſaid, nne | 
| a 
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ſhould be pœured out upon them on Account o 


of the Bleſſings and Mercies they receivedy and no 
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> awell his own Houſe, having his Children in Subjec- 
tion with all Gravity; for, ſaith the Apoſtle, if 20 
Man know not how to rule his own Hou/e, how ſhall WM 
be take Care of the Church of God,“ or (as Ku 


a proper Subjection and good Order among them, 


is there not equal Reaſon why a Maſter of a Family 
ſhould pray with his Children and Servants The 
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they found ſo much Comfort and Advantage in their 
- ſocial Prayerg, that they would rather do any Thin 


Family-worſhip is a Duty incumbent upon all Heads 
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elſewhere expreſſed by the ſame Word) rule it dell 
as applied to the Elders or Biſhops of the Church: 
ſo that the ruling of a Man's own Houſe is ſuch 4 
ruling, as relates to his publick Station; that is, teach» 
ing and guiding them, as their Mouth in Prayer, u 
well. as inſtructing their Minds, and overſecing their 
Lives. It is a holy Inſtruction and Rule: it is leading 
them in the Worſhip of God, as well as maintaining! 


Now if a Miniſter ſhould. thus rule his own Houſe, 
why not others? If it is a Benefit to his Family, it 

will be a Benefit to theirs: if he is to ſet them 4 
good Example, they are bound to follow it. The 
Apoſtle recommends to Wives an obedient obliging 
Diſpoſition ; and to Huſbands, a Care to promote the 
religious Intereſts of their Wives, as being * Hein 
together of the Grace of Life, that their Praytrs x 
xot hindered ; {+ an Intimation, that chriſtian Huſband: 
and Wives, in thoſe Days, prayed together. And 


Apoſtle knew this was a forcible Argument; that 


than have it dropt, or they be made unfit for it. 
_ Theſe my Brethren, are the Scripture-proofs that 


of Families. There are many en that plainly 
include 
® x Tim, ill, 4, f. : + x Park 7 
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include it; and ſome that ſeem evidently to require to 
it: you have the Examples of the moſt eminent 
perſons recorded in the Old and New Teſtament. 
whoſe Practice it Was, whoſe Erample is recorded 
for our Admonition, and to excite our Imitation. 
There are ſeveral Paſſages of Scripture, that refer 
Ito it, as the well-known general Practice of the Ser- 
vants of Gop, IT ſay not, that every one of the 
Precepts, Examples and Intimations which I have 
produced, muft refer to F amily-worſhip, © Of ſome 
of them, a different Interpretation may be given; 
and there are few of them but ſome captious Perſons. 
may cavil- at, and ſtrain to another Senſe, But take 


ing Light upon one another, and then ſay, whether 
you do not think in your Conſciences, that they a- 
mount to a full clear Proof, that it is the V, , 
G O P, there ſhould be daily Worſhip in every Fa- 
mily: and that the Head of a Family, who neglects 
it, muſt be very criminal in his Sight, I might have 
added and ſhown, you ar large, that Family- - worſhip 
as maintained by the primitive Chriſtians, in the 
rſt and pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity; that it hath 
deen the Practice of thoſe, in every ſucceeding Age, 
ho have been moſt eminent for Wiſdom and Piety; 


produced to the contrary : but theſe Particulars L 
wave, as I would not ſwell the Number of theſe Diſ- | 
ourſes unneceſſarily, nor exceed the proper Bounds 60 
df this. Let me conclade it, with exhorting you 
o conſider this and the former Diſcourſe in their 
atural and juſt Connectioh. Hear and attend to 
be Voice of Nature Reaſon and W as the 
| | „ e 


them all together in their Connections, and as throw-" _ '_ 


nſomuch that I believe a ſingle Inftance cannot be © | 


1 racters, and the- Lover of Righteouſneſs, See whe: 


„„ mily- religion (faith this great and good Man) is 
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Law of Gop; and conſider whether it doth not re- 
quire Pamily- worſbip. Obſerve the ſuperadded Light | 
of Revelation. Attend to the Voice of Patriarch? 
and Prophets, of Chrift and his Apoſtles, who join, 
as with one Conſent, to recommend and enforce this | 
4 Duty. Conſider the Examples of Its which have 
been produced, and the high Encomiums pronounced 
vpon many of them by the unerring Judge of Cha- 


ther they ought not to be imitated by you; and 
whether you have not the higheſt Reaſon to fear his 
Diſpleaſure, if you negle&t this Duty after ſuch a! 
Variety of Proofs of its Importance and Neceſſty.— 
Tho' I cannot expect that the Words of any Man, 
however renowned for Wiſdom and/Goodneſs, ſhould: 
- have much Weight, if the Wordy of Go hath 
none; yet there 1s ſomething ſo and uſeful, ſo 
affecting and ſo awful, in a Remark of Archbiſhop 
Tillotſon on this Subject, that I beg leave to cite it, 
and to conclude with it: The principal Part of Fa. 


Prayer, every Morning and Evening, and reading 
© ſome Portion of the Scripture and this js ſo neceſ- 
* ſary to keep alive and to maintain a Senſe of Cob 
and Religion in the Minds of Men, that (Where! it 
is neglected) I do not ſee how any Family can in 
© Reaſon be eſteemed a Family of ee 7 in- 
« deed to have wy OY at all. 10 
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Ree" 


| Provenys 3 iii. 41. ; 


The Curſe of hs 4 is in the Houſe of WR Wicked, | 


but He bleſeth the e f the 7. 


13/10 avill flow: us ay Parry is the La. 
of all Mankind ; but few underſtand. what real 
Good is, and fewer ſeek i it. Nevertheleſs Reaſon and 


t the Way of Duty is the War 


Scripture tell | 
of Proſperity and Happineſs, and that in keeping 


Gop's Commandments. there is great Reward. One 
Branch of Duty, that tends to promote our Happi- 
neſs, both in the preſent and future World, is Family- 
worſhip. It is a neceſſary Piece of Juſtice, which | 
all Families owe to the great Gop ; which Heads of 
Families owe to themſelves and thoſe under their | 
Care: The Neglect of it muſt be very ſinful and give | 
too much Reaſon to ſuſpect, that he who neglecte 44; 


it, is a wicked Man. Our Text therefore is very 


proper to introduce a Diſcourſe, concerning the 4d. 
vantages of Family-worſhip : as it informs us, that 
the Curſe of the Lord is in the Houſe of the wicked, be 
it ever ſo ſtately and wealthy 3 but that he SH 
the Habitation, or the mea neſt Cottage, of the ju; 
or fo the WE N 74 
Dt Ez VVV dered ; 


4 
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dered Sheep-cotes 3 4 and we can. ſcarcely conceive any | 
| Habitation that is meaner. Having already illuf. | 


5 trated the Nature of Family-worſhip, and proved it 


to be a Duty both from the Light of Nature and 
the Word of Gop, from Scripture-precepts, Exatnples 
and Intimations, I proceed to the fourth Thing | 
propoſed on this Subject; namely, | + 


IV. To conſider the prone Advantages of rar | 
worſhip. 4 


And here I mall how, of what great Seeds and 


Benefit it is—to Heads of Families — to thoſe under. 


their Care—and what Influence it will have- upon 
1 reviving and promoting the Intereſt of Religion. 1 


I. It will be of great Advantage to, Heads of Fe | 
milies. 


It will appear. to 15 very ne thei 


| worldly — and their ſpiritual Intereſt, —and on — | 
Accounts worthy of their Practice. | 


yy = * 5 


. With. Regard to their worldly Intereſt, 


- And thatin theſe two Reſpedcts. — As it ; will engage | 
the Reſpect and Subjection of thoſe that are undet 
their Care and draw- down the Bleſſing of Gop upon 
their Affairs — It will engage the Reſpe# and dubjedis 
of thoſe, that are under their Care. It is the be 
Way to keep up your Authority among them. A Man | 
never looks ſo great and ſo honourable, as when at 
the Head of a praying Family; when he is their 
Leader in Devotion, reads the Word of Gop to them 
and bleſſes them in his Name. How is it likely that 
your Children and Servants ſhould fear and reverence 
| 5 | vo, 


E 
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you, except they have an Opinion of your ſuperiour 


Wiſdom and Piety? And how is that likely to be 
promoted in them, but by obſerving that you lead 


their Devotions, and appear therein to reverence the 
great Goo yourſelf and defirous that they ſhould 


do it? This is the moſt likely Way to engage them 


to fear Gov, Nothing but / Fear of GOD will 


lay an Obligation upon Conſcience, No other Prin- 
ciple or Motive will bind them to their Duty, when 


they are out of your Sight; whenever « fair Oppor- 


tunity offers ſor neglecting your Buſineſs,. or doing 


you an Injury, The Reſpect and SubjeQion of others 


i: gained by kind and friendly Uſage, Now, pray- 


ing with, and for, your Children and Servants, as 


equally related to Gop and having the ſame dase. 


lations from him, will incline you to treat them, 
Kot merely with Humanity as Fellow-creatures, but 


1th Tenderneſs, Care and Generoſity as Fellow- ehtiſ- 
ins. It will lead you to require of your Servants 


5 exact an. Obſervance of the Duties they owe to 


0D, as of thoſe they owe to you, It will be al- 
volt impoſſible for a Maſter, who prays with his Fa- | 
nily, to curſe his Servants, to uſe any reviling threat - 

ning or unkind Language to them, to treat them as 


ic Dregs of the Creation, or even to negled their 


vuls: and do you know ſo little of Mankind as not 
be ſenſible, that kind Uſage will engage their Reſ- 
et and Affection, if any Thing will; and lead 


em to perform their Duty to you chearfully, on 


nich your Comfort and Succeſs in Buſineſs much 


pend? Whatever good. Leſſons, you give them, the 
ucumſtance of praying with them and for them will 


e theſe an additional Weight; and they will re- 
8 . verence 


| your e from being a Snare ve. Aber des 5; o vl 
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verence you and your lnſtructions. Further, it will n 
draw down the Blaſing of GOD upon your Affairs, W e 
guide, protect and proſper you. Von know little of Wl © 
Religion or even of the World, if you are not ſen- 1 
ble, that the Bleſſing of Gop is [neceſſary to make WW - 
us proſperous, and at the ſame Time, comfortable, u 
(rs Except the Lord build the Houſe, they labour i in vain 1s 
that build it. It is i vain to riſe-up early, and fit op WW ©) 
late and eat the Bread of Carefulneſs, without hm 
| Favour; Wiſdom to contrive, Health to labour, Wl ©: 
Reputation Credit and Sacceſs,' are all from Gov n. 
Now Family-worſhip is the Way to obtain that Bleſ- , 0: 
ſing. It is fo in it's natural Conſequences 3 as it wil i "it 
promote the Fear of Gop and excite to Diligence, /o: 
Integrity and Prudence. Men will be. afraid to mock ll the 
and affront Gov, by aſking his Bleſling upon Idlenef, _ 2: 
Fraud and Raſhneſs. The many Promiſes h hat L., 
made of hearing Prayer, ſtrengthen our Encourage- =" 
ment to expect his Bleſſing, When Families daily join Far 
to implore his Favour, commit themſelves to, the , 
Keeper of I/rael and go out to their daily Labour! | 
in Dependance on Gop and with Defires of his Ble 1 
fing, they are likely to ſecure it. The /ecret. of G 1; KG 
will be upon the Tabernacle where his Name is callel f = 5 
vpon; © and he will (according to that Prophecy Ane 
of 1/aiah) create upon every Davelling-place of M is 
Sion, as well as upon her publick Aſſemblies, a Clou, Fam 
and Smoke by Day, and the ſhining. of a flaming "por 
Fire by Night,“ as he led and protected 1/rae in tre 
Wilderneſs by the Pillar of Cloud and Fire, to m_ the | 
there is here a Reference. This Blefling will x = 
em 
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make your lierle go a great Way and ſweeten all your I " A 
earthly Comforts. So the. Apoſtle obſerves, Erery = 


! 

0.3 

f Creature of 80 is good, if it be received with . 
5 5 


| Thankſgiving, for it is Sandified by the Word of G0 D 20 «ol 
o WY nd Prayer; which, by the Way, is another Scrip= , - 


e. ure· aĩgument for F amily-worſhip. If our daily Bread 


is to be received with Thankſgiving, and ſanctiſ eld 


Prayer, then ſurely all our Labours and Enjoy- 
ial] ments ought to be ſo too; and in this Way we may 
„expect a Bleſſing, not only on our Food, but our Rai- 
„ment, our Houſes, Accommodations and Relations. 


of. WHY Otherwiſe our Table may be a Snare and our Proſpe- 
1 rity a Curſe. But daily Prayer will make our Com- 5 


ce WY forts taſte, as it were, of the Heaven from whence 
coal they come, and retain a Savour of the God who 


e 2ave them. Thus hath Godlineſs the Promiſe of le g 


/e that now. i, nor is that all, but likewiſe of that 
oe WY hich is- to come ; Which leads me to add —— 
on F amily-worſhip will be of great Advantage, 

. 2. With Regard to your ſpiritual Intereſt, | 
Jlef.” This, if you are Chriftians indeed, will have more f 
ob Weight with you than the former. lt will. impreſs : 
led a Senſe of GOD and divine T. hings non your Hearts. 


And do not you, who are Heads of Families, need 
this? And on ſome Accounts need it more than your 
Families, becauſe you have more weighty Affairs 
npon your Minds than they have, and becauſe you 
are to be Examples to them? . You have not only 
the Care and Thought of providing for, and ruling, 
your Families, but, being their Fuperiours, are to ſet 
them goo OY ; are _ over their Tem- 
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having begun the Day with him, to be in & Fear 


Beings will refine your Spirits and having worm! | 


will be aſhamed to appear to want thoſe, Rd 
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pers and Manners, and be careful that you do na} 
corrupt, but improve them. A compoſed Attention! 
to daily Prayer will raiſe in you high Thoughts &} 
the divine Perfections and Excellencies ; lead you 0 
carry a Senſe of Religion where- ever you go, and, 


all the Day long.— This will influence your general: 
Conduct. Converſing with the moſt holy and belt «f! 


under ſuch. a Character in your Family, 4 Senſe of 
Decency will preſerve you from any criminal Behs- 
'viour, A Concern not to be unfit for Prayer at iu 
ſtated Seaſons will be a Guard upon your general | 
Conduct. The Remembrance of your Addreſſes iu 
Gop with your Family, will overcome many wes 
tations, to Idleneſs, Diſhoneſty. and Exceſs, 


which your Family heard you intreating for ,your- 
ſelf and for them. Vou will recollect, that not only 
God, but they are Witneſſes, what Sins you be- 


wailed, what Favours you deſired, what Duties you Wt: 
"expreſſed your Reſolution to perform. You will be ite 
aſhamed to drink to Exceſs, or allow yourſelf i in any ele 
| Indecency of Behaviour, when your Families have: 1 
been Witneſſes to your Prayers. You will be aſhamed mil 


to profane the Lord's Day, or ſuffer it to be pro- 
faned, by buying and ſelling, 15 viſiting or idle Dif 
| courſe, when you have introduced it with Family- 
worſhip ; therein expreſſed your Thankfulneſs to 
Soy for ſuch an Inſtitution, and your Deſire, that 
you and yours. mY 2 i holy, and be made holy 


Hy 7? 
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about you; j poſſeſ' your Minds; with a true Senſe o 

he Power you have over ygur Family to lead them 

o that which is good, and make you become ex- 
emplary in all the Offices of a wiſe Parent and a 
od Maſter, — And, once more under this Head. 
— it will promote the Peace and Compaſure of your 


rs 

| 8 linds. When you are going abroad to your Buſi- 
es by Day, when Dangers and Diſeaſes are thick 
band you, it will afford you abundant Satisfaction, 


dat you have ſolemnly committed yourſelves and 
your Families unto Gop. Amidſt the Terrors by 
ight, when Storms and Fires threaten to rend your 
ouſes td Pieces, it will be comfortable to think, - 
tat you have cominitted them to Gov, If your 
ouſes are turned* into Houſes of Mourning, it will 
+ delightful to think, that they have been Hou/es of - 
?,azer ; that Affliction found you in the Way of your 
Juty ; and that you cannot. conſider” it as a judg - 
nent, for having lived unmindful of Go. If your. 


ouſes are ſtrait, inconvenient and mean, you may, 
you ich greater Propriety than the heathen Philoſopher,” _ 
| be ite over your Door, GO D it lere. Each of .* 


eſe Particulars might be profitably. enlarged upon ; 
ut I' muſt proceed to * the: e of 
amily-worſhip, | 


dr ith Regard to thoſe under your Care. 
ih- It will promote the Comfort and Peace of the Fa. 


ily, and eſpecially the Happineſs of your. Wives, 5 
vur Children and Servants, It will, in the. firſt. | 
lace, have a happy Influence o the Comfort and . 
race of your Houſes. * Behold, how good and how © 
lea: ant it is for many to dwell together iz Uni- 


© 
* 
1 3 4 
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ment theſe Differences ; to 
towards another, and prevent the * Sur going deu 

upon their Wrath.” Publick Worſhip is the Commu- 
nion of Saints and the Bond of Love; and ſo is Fa-} 
mily-worſhip. Contentions would never riſe high! 
or be of long Continuance, where Gop was daily! 
addreſſed by. the Family. They Would be aſhamed: 
to be irreconcileable, averſe to aſk Pardon of one . 


9 to have thoſe, who are of the ſame Family, 
peaceful, loving, obliging, and ſtudying the Eaſe and! 
Comfort of one another. There can be no Happineſs} 
without domeſtick Peace; nor is any Thing ſo likely 
to promote it as Family:worſhip. 1 fear there are few! 
| Families, in which there are not, ſometimef, little! 
| Differences and Altercations between thoſe, that are! 
in the neareſt Relation, Prayer will be likely to ce- 
ſweeten their Spirits one] 


other and to forgive, when they were going to ſap- 


plicate divine Mercy, and in order to ſucceed, mul 
« Jiſt up holy Hands «without Wrath and doubting 


— wich Regard to the ſeveral Branches of 


Families, the Advantage of ſocial Worſhip to each of! 


them is very great, —As to your Yoke-fellows, if you 


| have a real Love to them, you will be deſirous of 
their ſpiritual Welfare, and ſeek it by Joiat- - pray- 
er; and will remember what the Apoſtle urgeth, 


to dwell with your Wives according to Knowledge, 
endeavouring to promote their religious Intereſt, and 


give Honour to the Wife as unto the weaker Veſſel, 
\ being tender of their. Infirmities and - ſolicitous for 
| their Maintenance and Comfort; and as being Hin 


te 0 of ehe Grace 7 abi that your „ be nit 


bins 
e how nfl he Heathen war of thin, me 1. 
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bitter againſt them, when you are daily meeting at 
your reſpective Relations, will tend to keep up that 


new Connections are apt to leſſen. Every one knows, 
and I wiſh it were more conſidered, how much 


Regards, which Huſbands and Wives ſhow' to each 
others! Relations. With Reſpe& to your Children, 
the Advantages of Family-worſhip are very great and 
important. From you, under Gop, they derive their 
Being, and from you likewiſe they derive corrupt 
Natures. They are entering upon a dangerous World, 
ſurrounded with numberleſs Temptations and liable 
to periſh: and ſhould you not have Pity upon them 
and be concerned for them ? Do you not love them, 
and would you not have them ſerious, wiſe, diligent 
and happy? And can this be expected while you - 
neglect Family-worſhip ? How is it likely they ſhould 


hath ſolemnly committed them to your Care, that 
they may be a godly Seed; devoted to his Service and 


prayer is an excellent, -and perhaps the beſt, Way 
of teaching Children Religion. Thus they will learn 


being, will impreſs their Hearts, even before they 
are te capable of Dads much of his Nature, ; 
ES E 6 1 it ? 

* x Pete i, 6, 7. 55 


lindred?'* Vos will love your Wines and not be 
the Throne of Grace, Your frequently. praying for 1 | 


Affection for them, which Abſence, Diſtance ane 


the Comfort of the married Life depends, on the « | ll 


learn Religion, if you never read the Seriptures and _ . 
other good Books to them, and pray with them? Go _ | 


trained up in his Fear. They are formed for Eter- 1 | 
nity, and muſt be prepared for it here. Now Family. _ | 


it gradually, as they do Language. Obſerving ſo- f 
lemn Addreſſes daily made to 4 great and inviſible 


hy 
7 
+* 
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It may poſſeſs them with a Belief of, and regard to, 
the Providence of GOD; and ſettle ſome good Deſires 
and Purpoſes i in their Hearts. It may teach them to 
 / value acceſs to Gob, as their greateſt Honour, and 
diſpoſe them to lift up their Voices and Hearts to 
that glorious Being, whom they obſerve you revetent- 
ly addrefling. Their Regard to him will preſerve | 
them from Sin ;; and abate thoſe fearful Apprehen- | 
fions of inviſible evil Beings, which, thro' the Folly .| 
of Nurſes and Servants, they are apt to haye, and 
which manly Reaſon and Piety cannot always con- 
quer. Hearing you adore the great Gop tends to- | 
lead them to reverence. and fear him as their Crea- 
tor. Hearing you confeſſing Sin before Gop, add 
intreating Mercy, may give them an early Senſe of 
the Evil of Sin and a Dread of it. Obſerving how. 
55 you expreſs your Thankfulneſs for divine Mercies, 
is adapted to promote Gratitude' in their Hearts; 
and, while it makes them ſenſible of, and grateful for, 
your Kindneſs, may lead them to own a higher Hand, 
and conſider you, only as the Inſtruments of divine 
Goodneſs, 'When they hear themſelves in à ſolemn 
Manner recommended to Gop, it will be likely o 
inereaſe their Affection for you, and to impreſs their 
Hearts with the Love of Gop and as they grow | 
in Years and become more capable of thinking and 
by Judging for themſelves, theſe Diſpoſitions will ſtrength- 
en in them. It may engage them to pray for them- 
| ſelves, and to worſhip, Gop daily in ſecret; not 
merely becauſe you require it, but becauſe they 
eſteem it reaſonable and find it to be comfortable. 
Add to this, that hearing your daily Prayers will 


"eb them what: to aſk for themſelres, and furniſh 
„ them 
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them with proper Petitiont In mort, Families were 
formed to be Nurſeries of Piety ; and Prayer is one 
Way, the chief Way, to promote it. And this ſhows: 
the Wiſdom of Gop 1 in the gradual Progreſs of Chil- 
dren's Underſtandings, and keeping them ſo long 

dependant on their Parents, and under their Eye and 
Care. Let me add, what Lhinted at under the former 

Head, that Family- wortbip will be of great Advan- 
tage to your Children, as it will influence not only 

your general Conduct, and ſo make you. a good Ex- 
ample to them; but as it will influence your Conduct 
zo them ; ans you careful of their Education, and 
: defirous that they ſhould have every Advantage, that 
can contribute to their Piety and Uſefulneſs; pre- 
WT ferve you from being greedy to raiſe. Fortunes. for 
y. 
L 
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them, and bringing them up in Pride, Luxury and. 
Fondneſs for the World. This will be the beſt War 
to guard them againſt Infidelity and Irreligion; from 
bad Company and bad Hours. Your Prayers will 
, add Weight to your Inſtructions, will do them good 
i when you- are dead, and be a better Inheritance,. 
n than any Fortune you can leave them.“ Tour Ser. 
0 vants alſo will be likely to derive great Advantages. 
# from Family-worlhip, . You * to Jool upon your- 


ſel ves 


* Deva Prideaue en The ST ADE Se e 
with in ſome, who offered themſelves for holy Orders, is to be - 
attributed, in a great Meaſure, to the Neglect of Family-devotion. 
For while Religion remained in Families, and Gop was daily 
worſhipped, Children were early bred. up by their Parents, and 
infiruted, in the Knowledge of him. And the Principles of Chriſti- 
anity, thus inſtilled into them, continued to grow up with them 
into further Knowledge, as themſel hes grew to be further capable 
of it. Thus young Men carried ſome Knowledge of Religion 
with them to the dune TR 8 To p. 90, 91. ; 
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£ ſelves as Fathers to all committed to your Care," Sen 
+, vants are generally young; and fo much 1s the Edu- | 
cation of Children (among the poorer Sort elpecialh) 


Example, till they go abroad. Now Family-worſhip'} 
will be a Means of teaching them Religion, and to 


pray. And what was ſaid above with Regard to your 


vants. The beſt, indeed, the only Security, for their | 
Faithfulneſs and Diligence in your Families, is the 


with Singleneſs of Heart as unte the Lord.” Can lr 
tice, Temperance, Truth, Meekneſſ, Diligence, and. 


 _ Fearof Gop? And can that be expected, where there 
zs no Prayer? Obſerve thoſe Words, Thou cafte/-rf | 
Fear and reftraine/t Prayer before GOD.” I Prayer | 

be reſtrained, Fear will be caſt- off. But your Prayers | 
will improve their Spirits, and draw down a Blelling | 
upon them. They will be aſhamed to embezzle” the 
Property, or negle& the Buſineſs of a Maſter, who 


deeply concerned for their everlaſting Welfare. By 


and finful Habits, into which they have fallen. And 
there have been Inſtances of Servants who have been 
_ awakened. and converted merely by Family-prayer. 

This will be an Advantage to your Children; as in 


3 
r 


neglected, that very few Apprentices and Servauu 
enjoy much Advantage by Inſtructions, Prayers or | 


Children, is almoſt equally applicable to your Ser. 


Fear of Gop governing their Hearts, This will lead 
them to act * not avith Eye-Jervice as Men-plea/ers, but 


Good-nature prevail in a Family, where there is 0 


daily prays with them and for them, and thus appear | 


this Means you may recover them from Temptation 


many Families, Children are corrupted by wicked 
"Servants, who, it is well known, have often a great | 

| Iz5 | 1 -"Infipence 
I 0 Job 1, 1 15 
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lnlluence over them. Beſides, Family- prayer will be 

an Advantage to them, as it will lead you to do no- 
thing to corrupt their Minds; to impoſe no Buſineſs | 
upon them, which will hinder their publick and pri- 
vate Devotions; but be glad they ſhould have all 
Opportunities and Encouragements to know and do 
their Duty to Gop, who is your Maſter as well as 
tleirt, and * with whom there is no Reſpect of Per- 
ſons.” Whether theſe Labours of yours, with Regard - 
to your Servants, ſucceed or not, you will have the 
Satisfaction of having done your Duty, and their 
Blood will not be required at your Hands. If Gop 
is pleaſed to make you Inſtruments of promoting the 
ſpiritual Welfare of your Servants, you will be FO. 

| repaid for your Pains with them: but if you can thus 

| ſave your Children's Souls, you will have a Joy that 

| nothing can equal. obſerve, once ares 1275 
worſhip is of great ane, 5 "i 


III. With Regard to reviving and promoting oY 
Intereſt of Religion: | 


On Account of the 8 it may on to pro- 
mote a general Reformation, and to propagate Reli- 
gion among thoſe that are yet unborn. If you have 
not this at Heart, you are not Chriſtians; if you have, 
this Thought will have great Weight with you. Fami- 
lies are the i Societies in Order of Nature, and the 
Seminaries of all other Societies. Towns, Cities, 
Nations and Churches are all compoſed of Families, 
Now, let me intreat you to conſider, what Influence 
one praying, godly Family may Have upon a whole _ 
Town and Kingdom, even to the End of the World. 
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hugh too plain to be denied, and too melanchely not 
to be lamented. And how is this to be bronght-. 
| aboit, but by F amily- -religion ? Other Remedies may, f 
we check. the Growth of the Diſeaſe, but this: alone. tan 
cure it. Family -worſnip will tend to 4% Religion, -| 
i Countenance. Thoſe Families will be  reverenced. |; 
by their profane, ungodly Neighbours, in which: it 
is known. that Gop is honoured, It may lead, others | 
to approve their Piety, and from approving, to im- 
tate it; and help their groveling low-thoughted Souls, 
to conſider their Contern with Gop and practiſe their 
Duty to him. Vour Children and Servants, having 
been uſed to Family-worſhip and having had thei ; 
Spirits ſeaſoned with Religion in your. - Houſes, may 
| tranſlate it- into their own, It is well known, that 
the Cuſtom, of Families, even in ſmallgr Matters, is. | 
apt to continue. Men are fond of, And plead for, 
tze Way of their Anceſtars. Even the Idolaters, men- 
tioned by Jeremiah, © would burn Incenſe and offer 
Driak-offerings to the Moon, the Queen of Heaven, 
. | becauſe their Fathers had done it and it. 1 
_ hoped, that the Children of. praying Families will adopt 
ſo pious. a Cuſtom into their own, and not ſuffer. the 
ancient Glory of the F amily to be loſt. Thus, one 
| religious Family may be the Seed of many more, and 
they may be multiplied in every ſucceeding, Age till 
tbe End of Time Thus, * the Generations to come may 
5 learn the Worſhip of Gop, even the Children who, | 
- ſhall be born, Who may ariſe and commit it, as 3 
ſacred Truſt and Pepoſitum, to their Children, and 
teach them to ſet. their Hope in Gov.” Vouth. ſprung, 
New: F Wen: or inerated with Maſters, in whoſe. Fa- 
| . Jer. aliv, 17. N FN 18 N 
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milies there is no Prayer, are not likely to be god, 
The neglect of this Duty, and of the religious 8 
ſervation of the Sabbath in Families, is the chief 
Cauſe of the Corruption and Degeneracy of the Age; 
and eſpecially, thoſe many, and 1 fear too juſt, Come _ 
plaints that are made, of the Ignorance, Inſolence and + 
ill Behaviour. of Servants, Are therefore, the Evil 

muſt begin to be remedied: and as we ſee how dif- 

fcult it is to engage Petſons to introduce Religion 

into their Families, after it hath been long neglected, 

it muſt be very defirable,. that Children and Ser» 

vants. be Wl to it in the Families to Which 

they belong: that they may naturally ſet up their 

Altars to Gon, as ſoon as they hare. Houſes, of their 85 
own. In ſhort, F amily-worſhip is like the Prophet's 
| * ca/ling Salt into the Fountain; it may make all "+ 
| Streams that flow) from it, falutary. and uſeful, how 
wide ſoever they extend: and thus by Degrees may 
te Voice of united Prayer prevail above the Cry 
of our Sins, and be the Glory and Defence of oun * - 
Land, But while this Duty is neglected, and pol 
Families, having not ſeen it practiſed, never think. 
of introducing it into their own, what can be expected ; 
but that the Corruption will increaſe in every new 
Generation, till the Meaſure of our; Iniquities is Path 
and Wrath cometh upon us to the ottermoſt ? If there · 
fore, you love your Poſterity, if you love your Coun» 
try, let your Love ſhow itſelf by the daily Worthip. | 
of Gop in your Families, — obſerve further, Fa- 
nily-worſhip may tend to revive Religion, as it ma 
influence thoſe that are 8 in_our - Families $7; 


* . AS 4 
A 
- 4 
* 
£ 4 
_a " 4 2 
* a * [1 > 6 
* . * 
> 4 
3 8 . 4 . 
* a = 
2 — - Hd 
Y 1 q 
0 
——UN—G— — ̃ ᷣ— eↄ—— —¼— — — D— — at 
" =— 1 a 
ry 


Sr — * nt n 1 
* * : 0 x 
* » 


4 — — 


ww: 


— 


. 
- 
. 
; 
* > | 
1 
1 
* 2 { 
J ? 
1 
A 
r 7 
| 
3 
N ; 
1 
« = - 
1 


not only our Domeſticks, but our Relations, Viſitors, 


ies a bours,. nfl UNF other may occaſionally join, 
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tthe general Reputation of Religion, but may awaken] 


will be habituated to a reverent Behaviour in thei 


Materials to the Chuich, -the Work of Paſtors would 


_ * this Neglekt ſhould grow more general, and bring 
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in our Family-devotions, or know that ve are regular i 
and conſtant in them. This will not only keep ap 


them to a Senſe of their Duty, if they have neger. 
ted it ——It will likewiſe tend to revive. Religion = 
as the ſeveral Branches of our Families will be. ex] 
abled, by our domeſtick Worſhip, to get more In- 
provement by the publick Exerciſes of Religion. They | 


Houſe of Gov, and a ſerious Attention to what they] 
hear there; and therefore be more likely to be bes} 
nefited by it. 1 believe it may be obſerved, in the 
general, that thoſe Children behave beſt at Church, 
| who come from Houſes, where there is Family] 
prayer. Let me add, a holy well-governed Family 
© is a Preparative for a holy well-governed” Church“ 
If Heads of Families did their Part and fent prepared! 


be unſpeakably more eaſy and delightful. © But if} 
Churches are made up of ignorant, ungodly Perſons, | 
who ſavour nothing but the Things of the. Fleſh, 
who are not taught to pray themfelves and. hear n0 
Prayers at Home, the Miniſter's Work will de er. 
tremely difficult. He muſt always be teaching. bis 
Auditory the firſt Principles of Religion, which ſhould 
Have been done at Home; and have the painful, tho 
neceſfary Labour, to ſuit divine Things to their un- 
informed Underſtandings. Having been confirmed! 
by the bad Examples of their Parents and Maſters i 
the Neglect of Prayer, they are often a Diſhonour u 
the Church, and a Scandal to Chriſtianity,” But if 
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ald be cftabliſhed among us, we may have no 
on, other but Family-worſhip ; and it is this, which hath | 

* pported the reformed Religion in France, that 
Im- otherwiſe would have been quite loſt, The poor 
hey Wl perſecuted Prorefants are extremely diligent in that 
the WY Duty ; and this preſerves a Remnant, à Seed among 
bey em, which I doubt not will appear abundantly, ; 
be, when the Time to favour Zios even the ſet Time is 
the come Nothing will be ſo likely to prevent our 
ch, i Land ſrom becoming like theirs, as Family-worſhip. - 
ih By this Means Religion may ſpread thro" the King- 
ily dom. A little one may become A Thouſand, and Ys 
cb. // one a frong Nation.'——Theſe then are the 

rel many and great Advantages of Family-worſhip z and 
an BY thus doth Gop 6% the Habitation of the Fuft. And 
ino, Sirs, if you have any Regard for your own 

ons, Wl latereſt for Time and Eternity, for the Welfare of 

en, your Families, and the Support of Religion, let Go 
de daily honoured in your Houſes, and be aſſured you 
rin not ſeek him in vain : for thus hath our Lord 1 


ſaid, * auhere tube or three are gathered together in my 


uld Name, there am T in the mid them. If he "ol 
tho" BY be with any two or three, moſt of all with thoſe of 
un, i the ſame Family, who daily join, in ſocial Devotion. 
mel Hear theſe gracious Words, ye Neglecters of this Duty, 
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pelly be conſidered, as another Advantage of Fa- 
mily-worſhip, that it may beep: up the Seed of pure 
Religion, till Gop return to us in Mercy. If Popery 


; 1 BY to excite you to it: hear them, ye that practiſe it, 


r 10 8 for your Comfort and Encouragement, * avhere tau or | 
t re are gathered wma vw Name, ent am 5 re 
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. The Excuſes for the Neglelt of — 
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2 What is the Almighty that we frould fare 1 WE | 
_ What Profit ſhould us have if we fray unte him? 3 


QB had been, in che preceding Verſes, eie 5 

bing the great Proſperity of many wicked Men: 

One ill Conſequence of which, was, that it made 

tem more bold and daring in their Impieties. There | 

' fore they ſay unto Gov, * depart. fran us; for we ] 

 defire not the Knowledge of ty Ways. 'What it the. 

. Almighty. that we. ſhould ſerve him? and what Profit * 

ſhould wwe have if aue pray unto him?? Theſe Words 

are proper to introduce that Part of the Subject of 
Family-worſhip, which I am now to conſider; name 

_ ly, the Excuſes that are made for the Neglect of it. 

It is no wonder that profane and profligate Sinners | 

make. Objections to ſo important and uſeful a Duty: 

Men, who forget Gov, and themſelves, and another 

+ Life; who haye no Concern about their own Souls, | 

; and their ſpiritual Neceſſities, much leſs any about 
the Souls of their Domeſticks. But it is very pr ag 

_ ny Thiag like this mould he the * 
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profeſüng Chriſtians, who own' a Gov, * Providende'. % 
.nd a future State, and call themſelves: Diſciples: . ; 
hrit, Were they thoronghly diſpoſed to do their % 
Duty; to conſider the Obligations: to Family - worſtii __ 
nd the many Advantages of it, they would be ſo 
ar from making Ohjections againit it, that they 75 
ould rather deſire their Obligations may be in- 
reaſed and ſtrengthened. But fince there is ſuch 
n inhappy Diſpoſition in Mankind to cavil and 
jets, 1 now WER ge to che FOES ; 
ropoſed, e | 


% 


V. To ond the Objedtion⸗ which 1 —— 'boon- bo 
viſed againſt the Practice of this Duty, or the Exy 
uſes which have been made for the Neglect of it: 
jr they are rather Excuſes than enn, Buer ä 


ons, F495, 1 7 


| Thoſe, which apguiic to Ani mere Silas 1 ſhalt. 
t juſt mention; and inſiſt more largely upon thoſe, 
hich may have ſome Weight in them, or concern - 
ig which honeſt Minds may want further Light. 
at let it be remembered, that the Matter is to be 
xamined, as in the Preſence of G OD, the final 


2 idge 3 and if you cannot bear to confider and de- 
ue. e it as in his Preſence, it is a-Sign of a bad 
uſe indeed, and that you are ſecretly convinced 


i ſo. The Principal Reaſons that I have heard; 
met with, againſt the ſtated regular Practice of 
is Duty are — that there is no Difference between 


ther Sp 
als, ele Families that do, and do not practiſe it—that 
out is generally neglected—that other Methods are 


cen to promote the Religion pf their Families —that 5 
want Time or e for it—thkt their Fa- 
milies . 
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os will not ſubmit to it, or — chat ĩt 4% wad 
long neglected, that they know not how to introdu! 
it. Let us now examine what Weight * bon the 
| Excuſes hath, ——t hath been alledged, | 


I. That there is no Difference be WP 
_ miles that do, and thoſe who do not worſhip Gob. ö 


1 mention this firſt, becauſe our Text refers to iy 
45 the Language of it ſuits thoſe, who ſtart ſuch u | 
.Objeftion, You ſee it is not a modern Objedi 
The profane Sinners in Job's Time thought Pry 
gd. becauſe they proſpered without it. 4 
ſome, in the Prophet Malachi's Time, laid, 11 
in vais to ſerve. God, and what Profit 1s. it that u 

have kept his Word, and that we have walked mount 
fully before the Lord of Hoſts? “ If the Objedi 1 
refer to worldly Proſperity, it may have ſome Weight, 
- But then it is an Objection that a Chriſtian canud 
_ - conſiſtently make; unleſs he can prove that ſuch Pro 
perity is the neceſſary Conſequence. of Religion, « | 
_ abſolutely promiſed to thoſe who practiſe it. I 
Queſtion is, what is true Proſperity ; and if that c: 
fiſts in the Favour of Gov, an Intereſt in Chr 
Peace and Comfort of Mind, and good Hope 41 
ture Bleſſedneſs, thro' the Witneſs of the Spirit, tie 
we may confidently aſſert, that this is only to be = 
in the Way of Duty, and keeping Gop's Con 
ments. It is true indeed, that many Families rob 
per in the World; who never call upon Gop: | 
then they have theit good Things in this Lift only 
and the Proſperity of Fools. deſtroys them. It mult | 
* allowed, that many goo Mow wa" their own E 


8 | © Ma, u. 


* * 
ha.” ff — 


. — 


** - 


y an imprudent Conduct. But if you vin look 
* in the World, you will find, it is not Religian , 
that reduceth Men to Beggary or Straits. If the Ob. 


worſhip doth not make Men ſo wiſe and good as I 
have repreſented, we only conſider its natural, pro- 
bable Conſequences. There may be bad Men in 
good Families, as there was a Judas in ChrifÞs. * 
no one will ſay, that Ii Inſtructions and Prayers were 
not adapted to make his Houſehold good. Many of. 
thoſe, whoſe Miſcarriages and Infirmities give Oc - 
caſion to ſuch an Odjection, would very likely have 
been wvor/e,. had it not been for Family-worſhip. 
The ſame Objeftion would lie againſt Sock: or ſecret; 
Prayer: every one is not made - by it. The 
f ect Anſwer to this ObjeRion. would 1 be Pact. Let 
vs look abroad in the World, and fee, Whether there 
de not an evident Difference, in general, between 
thoſe Families that worſhip Gov: and thoſe that do 
not, Which of them abounds moſt with Impiety and 
lajuſtice; with Oaths, Curſes, Drunkenneſs, Quarrel- 
Sling and a worldly Spirit? Which of them appear moſt 
elean, decent, orderly; are moſt reſpected and coun- 
tenanced by their Superiours ? Were a fair Trial made, 


gion be a Friend to worldly Proſperity, - and the only 
Way to the Proſperity of the Soul, then Family- 


pion, muſt be ſerviceable to Proſperity, tho? there 
bay be ſome Inſtances in which its rt NONE 4 
got appear. e e ee 


jettors mean Spiritual Proſperity, and that Family- 8 


prayer, as a Part, and an excellent Means of Reli- 


8, © A 


a 
\ 
* | 
| 
' 


Dil . Femn.x-wonrne, anfowed. W oo 15 | No 


[ durſt put the whole upon this Iſſue. But if Reli- ENT 
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| by ſome good Men; and therefore is not. 0 imp. 
tant as hath been repreſented. „ 


A the Lord's Supper, and, in many Places, publick Wor | 
ſhip, generally neglected ? And if this Duty be ſo too, | 
which, by the Way, is not ſo eaſy to be known, it 

But the Queſtion is, whether it be a Daty or no?! 

lects it. Our Rule is, not to © follow a Multituts u 


5 do evil; not to be conformed to this World.” ' And u 
are aſfured this will be no Excuſe at the rent Day, | 


7 ſides, this is rather an Argument for it. It ſhould 


able. And whereas it may be ſaid, that * ſome wiſe] 


ſay, that every one who doth: neglect it, is a wiekel 
Man, and in the Way to Deſtruction; but where there? 


allowed ſtrongly to ſuſpect his Integrity and Piet). 
But, on ſuch: a Point, I would rather ufe Mr. Bar! 


© againſt. Family- prayer; ; but now they appear other- 
8 . not N by 8585 but oe other Things. U 
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9 
5 That it is generally neglefted 3 und "ar too, | 


„This i is a mere Cavil: for is hot the: Fear 0 Cos, | 


is ſo much the worſe, and the Reproach of the Age. 


If it be, it is little to us who practiſeth it, or who neg- 


Tho' Hand join in Hand, the Wicked ſhall not go 
unpuniſhed: and Broad it the May that leadeth to: 
Deſtruction, and many there be that walk in it.“ Be- 


awaken our Zeal to practiſe our Duty, becauſe fer 
do it; and our Obedience will be peculiarly accept. 


© and good Men negle& it,” I would not poſitively 
is ſo much Evidence that this is a Duty, I maſt be 


ters Words than my own. Having thus ſtated the 
Objection, many good People are againſt it, he 
anſwers—* I know no ſuch Perſons, I confeſs, 1 
© once thought ſome to be good Chriſtians,” that wer 


aer 
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c . none that have caſt-off this Daty, but have 


« other Duties beſides this. Let others obſerve and 
« judge as fy” find. e 505 oy: 8 875 1 


ſome, Fo 


3. That a Methods _ taken to promote Relic - 
pion in their Families. | | 


Bot here the Queſtion. returns again, whether this 
be a Duty or no? If it be, this is a vain Plea, and 
highly affronting to Gop : for © he that keeps the 
whole Law and offends in ont Point, is guilty of all.“ 
You plead perhaps, that you read to your Fami- 


would not be ſo rude as to queſtion the Truth of 
this: I would rather commend your Care herein. 
You bring them to publick Ordinances ; they have 
been and are catechiſed and inſtructed by your Mi- 
niſters. We are obliged to you for giving them an 
Opportunity to profit by our Labours. But this is 
doing little your/eſves. You are Prieſts in your own 
louſes: and your particular Relation to them, and 
Authority over them, re require, that you not only 
teach them but pray with them. You would not 
accept ſuch a Plea from a Servant; that he had been 
promoting your Intereſt, tho' he had neglected what 
you particularly gave him in Charge to do; and 
picked and choſe out of your Orders, without ob- 
erving them all. But there are few will make this 
Objection, and fewer can ſatisfy their Conſeiences 
th it. It is more W pleaded, 

* | | 
F SLATS + That 


« taken up vile Sins in its ſtead, and have caſt-off © . 


lies, admoniſh them, and teach them to pray.“ 1 


T7” 
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4: That you want Time for the  Performancs of: 
Family-worſhip. 


5 Here I muſt appeal to W own Conſciences, u 1 
in the Sight of Gop. Let your worldly Buſineſs be 
ever ſo large and urgent, ſay, whether you do nat 
waſte more Time every Day, than is neceſſary for a 
ſerious ſolemn Addreſs to God twice in it? and whe. 
ther your Buſineſs excludes every Thing elſe of les 
Importance? You have your Set-times for your Meals 
and for Sleep; and you find very little Difficaly 
in contriving your Buſineſs ſo, in the general, ai 
to keep to thoſe Times. Is there not as much Time 
ſpent every Day in looking about you, talking with 
your Neighbours, receiving 'and paying Viſits, read- 
ing the News, and the like, as would be ſufficient 
for Family-worſhip ? Is it not poſſible to redeem u 
| leaſt a quarter of an Hour in a Morning and another 
in the Evening from unneceſſary Sleep, to employ is 
this Work ? Beſides, what is this Bafugſi that you 
ſay takes up ſo much Time? Is there any Buſineſ 
more important than ſerving Gop, and ſaving your! 
Souls and the Souls of your Families? You have! 
great deal to do in the World; but have you 10 
more to do with Go than all the World beſides! 
Are not your Families related to God as his Cres 
tures and Servants ? Are they not Conſtitutions ane 
. Societies formed for another World as well as this! 
Is not Religion the one Thing needful, and doth uot 
all your Proſperity and Happineſs depend upon the 
divine Favour ? Whoſe is your Time, and whole Br 
ſineſs have you to do in the World? © Gop's or you! 


own 2 ts it no Part of War — in Life "Gn 
ox E000 
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Gop his Debts, and diſcharge your Dues to him? 
Is any worldly Care and Buſineſs ſo important, that 
you cannot ſpare a few Minutes daily to maintain a 
moſt pleaſant Intercourſe. and moſt gainful Commerce 
with Heaven? Is not this indiſpenſible Bufineſs, 
which you plead, an inordinate- ſordid Love of Mo- 
ney? And is not this the true Reaſon, why Family- 
worſhip is neglected, not becauſe Men are very buſy, 
but becauſe they are extremely idle 3 too idle to take 
any Pains to unſcrew. their Affections from ſenſible 
W Things; to reduce their wandering Thoughts, and 
bring their Hearts to a Compliance with their Duty??? 
Is it not better, in the Judgment of ſober Reaſon, 
that the Purſuit of temporal Intereſt ſhould be a little 
checked and for a while ſuſpended, than that Affairs 
of everlaſting Conſequence ſhould be laid aſide? 
That you ſhould impair your Subſtance, rather than 
endanger your Souls? and diſpleaſe Men, rather than 
ofend Almighty Go? Remember our Lord's Parable. 
of the King's Feaſt: where the Gueſts excu/ed them- 
/lves ; one [pleading that he had purchaſed Land; 
another that he had bought Oxen, and another that 
he had married a Wife: but the Excuſes did not ſa» | |} 
tisfy. It is the Character of a good Man, that he .. ( 
guideth his Affairs avith Diſcretion. And with a little = 
Care and Fore-thought, Religion and Buſineſs may 1 
well conſiſt together, ſo that they ſhall neither binder _ 
nor thruſt-out one- another. Doth not the immortal | il 
Spirit juſtly challenge a large Share of our Time? | 
Muſt Eternity, which comprehends all Time, have no Av 
Time belonging to it, or allotted for its vaſt Cole 
cerns ? It ſhows | a moſt 1 Dons of on Sn 
| F 0 A and 
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Dil 
and a prodigious Love of the World, to thiok un | 
praying Time 1s loft, or that it may be ſpent better. 0 
—heſides, the more Buſineſs you and your Familie 2 
have to do in the World, the more need you havi „ie 
Prayer; as it is a Means to engage the Aſſiſtance an «} 
 Blefling of Gov ; and as it tends to preſerve: your 1 
- Hearts from being over-charged with the Cares of WW! d 
this Life, and entangled with the Love of Money WW"-" 
which is the Wes of all Evil, and ſinks ſo many ino eee 
Deſtruction. Let me further intreat you to recol. .d 
lect the Examples of Family-worſhip recorded in that 
| Scripture, which IJ have laid before you. There wa ler 
Joſhua the Ruler, and David the King of Jar; n 
Daniel Prime-minifter ; Abraham #nd Job, who hal ie. 
ſuch very large Families, ſuch a Multitude of Cale the 
and Servants: yet they could all find Time for F their 
 mily-worſhip. And do you -not know Inſtances of Jes, 
Perſons in the preſent Age, who have much Buſineh ber 
and many Cares, and yet can find Time for it! e 
And their Circumſtances prove, that Religion doth ben 
not impoveriſh and beggar their Families. In ſhon, % 
if you can truly ſay, as in the Sight of Gov, tha Wi ©) © 
you cannot ſpare Time from greater Things; that | FO 
- you have more impor, rtant and neceſſary. Employment, el | 
than converſing with Gop 3 or that the Work itſelf “! 
| doth not demand fo much Care and Self-denial, you 0 lea 
. may neglect it. If not, ſee how you will anſwer it lud 
to Gon. He will ſoon remove you to an awhal} erſtay 
Eternity, and then you will be of another Mind. ot 
is objected by many, | 4 7 
lare . 

5. . they want Ability for it. | 
ty 13 
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It is almoſt the only Inſtance in which Men ſeem 1 
to have a low Opinion of their own Abilities. For 
2 ne to ſay, he cannot pray? is molt aſtoniſn- 

„A Chriſtian that cannot pray, ſaith Biſhop. 
„ Wilkins, is like an Orator that cannot ſpeak, ora 


Traveller that cannot go.“ If the Heart be right= | 


ly diſpoſed, it doth not require much Ability. This 
want of Ability, as far as it is real, too often pro- 
czeds from an ignorant Heart, or a Mind unaffec- 
ted with, and unconcerned about, divine Things: 

that knows little of its own Sins and Wants and 
Mercies. Were Men to ſtudy the Science of Religi- 
dn and Prayer, as they ought, and as they do other 
Sciences ; would they make the Scriptures, eſpecially 

tie P/a/ms and other | devotional Parts, familiar to 
their Minds, they would not find ſuch Difficulty in it. 
Yea, had they never ſtudied it as a Science, were 


heir Hearts deeply impreſſed. with divine Things, 


they would no more want Words, than a Beggar doth, 
den Hunger and Cold pinch him.“ Perhaps you do | 
pot ſufficiently conſider the Nature and Deſign of 
Prayer ; and forget that the. moſt plain and familiar 
Expreſſions, provided they are grave and ſerious, are 
belt ſuited thereto, moſt intelligible to thoſe that 
on in it, and moſt impreſſive. Conſider, you are 
o lead the Devotions of your Children and Servants. 
Ind it may reaſonably be ſuppoſed, that your Un- 
lerlſtanding is ſuperiour to theirs, and that they, of 
| others, are not likely to criticiſe upon your Pray- 
5; and, if they have any Piety or Decency, will not 
late to do it. In this, and all other Caſes, it is 

3 | LR accepted 


5 Imperitis quoque, 6 modo ſunt ar- m— Cconcitati, verba 
a delunt. Ruinil, 
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Di 
accepted E, according to what a Man hath.” ' Tho! 70 m. 
may not perhaps equal others in the Giſt of Prayer, WW th 
that is no Reaſon for the Neglect; 3 any more thay ta 
it would be a Reaſon why you ſhould neglect to keep WW th: 
your Books, or write Letters, becauſe you cannot WW .I 
write ſo fine a Hand as others do. I am ſometime; Tt 
ready to ſuſpect, that this Kind of Humility is no of 
other than rank Pride, becauſe they cannot do ſo In 
well as others. But. if an inſuperable Modeſty d He 
Timorouſneſs of Spirit will not allow you to con- bie 
duct Family- avorſhip with Freedom and Compoſure, in 
then take ſome Family-prayer-book, and ufe that. For Pe 
the Subſtance of a Duty is in every Caſe to take Place aue 
of Circumſtances. It is well known that Protefant- he 
 difenters do not, in ſuch Caſes, object againſt the Uſe 
of Forms in Family-worſhip. Several of that Perſus- 
ſion, as well as our Brethren of the Eſtabliſhment, han 
publiſhed very ſuitable and excellent Ones. We ob. ne. 
ject indeed to human Authority in Matters of Religion, . vn! 
and being ſo tied down to the Uſe of particular Form, {ec: 
and ſome of them very exceptionable ones, as to hari 2nd 
no Liberty to add, alter, or vary from them, wha- fo. 
ever Circumſtances may require. As the Caſe « ſom 
Families is variable, there is leſs Reaſon for being] bar 
bound to the Uſe of them there, than in publik: you 
And indeed (as the pious Mr. Fenks obſerves) © |: 
© ſhould as ſoon expect to meet with a Shoe th in « 
would fit every Foot, as a Form of Prayer ting, 
would ſuit every Family.” It is the Duty of tho you 
| that cannot go without theſe Crutches, to uſe then it,) 
And they may ſometimes vary, uſe a Form, or pi fon | 
without, according to the Frame of their own Mind Dut 
conc 


or the Perſons preſent at their Worſhip, Or 
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may interſperſe i in their Forms, a Sentence here and 


there, ſuited to particular Occaſions and the Circum- 
ances of their Families. You have the Promiſe "8 


ep the Spirit to help your Infirmities, and teach you 
of WH what to pray for, if you earneſtly ſeek it. The chief 


Thing is, to have the Heart impreſſed with a Senſe 
of God, and to ferve him in Spirit and in Truth. 
Ia ſhort, the Plea of want of Ability will avail no 
Head of a Family, but him that cannot read ; nor 
kim, except he is too old to tearn; or hath no one 
in his Family that can read, and whom he may em- 
ploy on this Occaſion. It is a Matter of Conſcience 
ace and Duty, Sirs; and every Man muſt do as well as 
he can, — Perhaps ſome may plead, PER 


VO 6. That their Domeſticks will not ſubmit to it.” 


bare You ſhould be ſure of this, by making the Experi- 
ab. ment. To conclude ſo without Trial, is ufing them 

rio, WY onkindly and unjuſtly. Perhaps they are even now 
rms, WY fecretly wiſhing, you would introduce Family-worſhip, 
ben and praying Goo to put it into your Hearts to do 
ſo, I know aſſuredly that this has been the Caſe in 


have greatly lamented the Want of it. Methinks 
you ſhould bluſh and be aſhamed to hear of this, 


in other Inſtances, the Objection, I am now conſider- 
ing, may be idle, trifling, and a mere Pretence, If 
you ſuſpe& that your Domeſticks will not ſubmit to 
it, your Buſineſs is to talk the Matter over, and rea- 
ſon the Caſe, very ſeriouſly with them. If it is your 
Duty to pray in your Family, it is their Duty to 
concur; and if they wilt not, they are not only Re- 
* 4 bels 


ſome Families; that ſome Children and Servants | | 


leſt it ſhould be your own Caſe. This ſhows that, 
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bels againſt you, but againſt G O D. —— Beſides, you 
have Authority, as Heads of Families, to to ſupport 
Religion in them. If it be the Vi that oppoleth, 
| (not to ſay how much Reaſon you have for Humiliz. 
tion, that you made ſo bad a Choice) your Duty is 
to go on with divine Worſhip ; and if ſhe be a Hin 
drance to the Regularity of it, the Gailt will lie at 


a ber Door. If your Children oppoſe it, you have ei- 


ther been greatly deficient in your Care of their Souls, 
or have wretchedly loſt your Authority over them, 
But that Authority you are till to recover; and re. 
quiring their Attendance may cure this Impiety and 
Obſtinacy, which may have been, in a great Mew 
ſure, owing to the Neglect of this Duty in Time paſt 
And it will be highly reaſonable and fitting, that, 
in the Diſtribution of your Favours and Subſtance, 
you ſhould make a Diſtinction between thoſe that re- 
verence Gop and their Parents, and thoſs- that do 
noi. As to your Servants, there your Way is clear, 
If 8 make a Pretence, that they cannot in Con- 
ſcience attend, you ought in Conſcience to get nd 
of them, If Enmity to Gon and Religion cannot be 
| got out of their Hearts, they muſt be got out of the 
Family; and P/a/m ciſt will both direct, and vindi- 
cate you, in ſo doing. It is better they ſhould ſubmit 
upon intereſted Views than not ſubmit at all. Their 
ſecret Diſlike to Religion may be conquered by Pray- 
er; at leaſt it will not render your Prayers vain and 
ineffectual upon the whole; ſince Chrift prayed even 
with Judas, Gop hath given you Authority over 
your Families for their Good, and in this Inſtance 
vou ought ſtrenuouſly to uſe 1.00 more, I fear 
it is a very « common LIN | 

7. That 


7. That it hath b ſo long  neglete, that {you 
krow not how to introduce it. 


You would not think this a ſufficient Plea in KI: 
Mouth of a Thief, a Drunkard, or a Whoremonger ; 
that he had been ſo long accuſtomed to his ,Vices 
that he could not leave them. You imagine that to 
introduce Family-worſhip will be owning your Guiltz 
in Effect telling your Family, that you have been in 
the Wrong hitherto, and making yourſelf mean and 
re. WY little in their Eyes. I believe this Objection hath. 
* great Weight with many: it hath been urged againſt 
-2 WY n:king very deſirable and uſeful Alterations in the 
iſt Church. But confider, Sirs, ts it any Reproach to 
at, WW + Man to acknowledge his Errours and to amend 
ce, mem? It is a common ſaying, * The Wiſe chan 
16. WHY their Minds often; Fools never.“ Will any but 
do Pools and brutiſn Perſons think worſe of a Man 
ar, bor ſo doing? And is zheir Judgment to be regar- 
as ded, where Gop and Conſcience and Eternity are 
rid concerned? If you are backward to the Work on 
be bis Account, your Miniſters will be ready to aſſiſt 
the hon in making a Beginning, and would do it in the 
dis teadereſt Manner they could; and ſo, as, if poſlible, 
mit I vor to leſſen, but increaſe, your Eſteem and Reſpect 
heir in your Families. But if you ſtill ſay, you are a- 
ray- WI fend: 1 anſwer, it is a mean and cowardly Shame, 
and A houng Man at Rome, coming out of a Houſe of ill | 
even lepute, ſaw the virtuous Caro coming along the Street, 
over Wed immediately drew back. Cato went up to him 
ance ud ſaid, Come out, come out; it is no Shame to 
fear come out; it was a Shame to go in.“ It is a Shame 
to have neglected your Duty ſo. long not, to enter 


Fl J | 
N pon 
8 * 


4 118 — for the Neglef of Di 4 


I > - — - — — — a— 
r A E 7 4 3 — 
. ——— SE SBS: — = 
. — — 3 — — — 


upon it. It will be your Glory to own your "as | 

Neglect: and you will appear honourable in the Sight | f 

of Gop, and Angels, and all wiſe and good Men, a 
14 While you neglect it, you are living in Sin; for n 
| Omiſſions are Sins: and the Servant that Anowerk hi P 
| | Lord's Will and doeth it not, ſhall be beaten with E 
| many Stripes. If you till plead this Shame; pray I 
conſider how Shame will be eſtimated at the great a 

Day. Then ſome ſhall awake to Shame and everlaſting b. 

red To be hurried away from the bright and * 

. © glorious Preſence of the bleſſed Gop, under the No- ar 

tion of one that would not call upon him: to be yo 

| © ſeparated from Angels and the Spirits of juſt Men le. 
made perfect, and be an Aſſociate with Devils and Wl th 

_* wicked Men! When it is aſked, why is he driven bi 

into Darkneſs and caſt into thoſe, Regions, where Wil 89 

there is en and gnaſhing of Teeth ? the Au- v. 

ſwer muſt be * he would not call upon GOD. He E 


had 4 Family, but there was no Religion i in it; he 
never cared to keep up Gop's Intereſt in his earthly - 
Station.“ Think, whether this will not be a 
greater Shame, than to begin a holy religious Courſe, 
that hath been neglected hitherto. 
| Thus have I conſidered and endeavoured to obviate, 
tthe ſeveral Excuſes, which are made for the Neglect 
of Family-worſhip. 1 have dwelt longer upon the; 
Subject, than a ſerious, holy Chriſtian may think ne- 
ceſſary; who hath no ObjeQion againſt this Duty, nor 
needs ſo many Arguments to perſuade him to it. But 
I inſift upon theſe Things, in order to convince Gain- 
ſayers; and, as far as I can, leave thoſe inexcuſable, 
Wy © that wil peri in | this ets Ay upon the 
—_ | | Whole, 
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whole, I entreat, that theſe Particulars may be care- 


l fully weighed. . You know beſt, what are your Pleas 
b zgainſt this Duty; whether all, or any, that I have 
* mentioned, Judge yourſelves therefore, as in the 
15 Preſence of the Heart - ſearching God. But remember, 


If your own Conſciences tell you, I have ſufficiently 
anſwered your Pleas ; then remember, that Goo will 


Witneſs againſt you; your Children and Servants, yea, 
* and your own Conſciences will be Witneſſes againſt 
* you, if you defer it any longer. And lo, as it fol- 
* lows after the Text, © their Good is not in tleir Handl 
nd theſe Cavillers againſt- ſerving Gov and praying to 
eh him, have no true and laſting Proſperity: and every 
ere good Man will add, with Jeb, * the Counſel of the 
An wicked is far from me.” I will never join with them 
He io their Impiety and Neglect: and. Gop wor it. my 
ze de far from us all! Aae. 


cb | „ . 


He cannot be mocked; and therefore, be not deceived; 


be a Witneſs againſt yon; this Diſcourſe will be a 


l 5 : —_— _ 9 . JE * — 


Wl Reaſon to fear the divine Diſpleaſure ? I chooſe to pre- 


t 1 * 
DISCOURSE v. 


1 1 a 


. re 


F A ie Addreſs to thoſe, who gi 
| es - Sly wore. | 


7 


* « ” p k - 
- 8% 
* - F 
, DO" / 4 4 & E p 
4 2 
— _ — — 2 — r 
» . 
0 * : . 


en X. 25. 


Pour out 1 F. ury upon the Heathen, that 7s the 
not, and upon tie Families that call not 80 1 


Ne 
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HO based the 8 'of thine . 
ſaid et; even according to thy Fear, ſo 
is thy Wrath. ? What then muſt Fury be, even his 
heavieſt Indignation ? Who would not * wes at the 
Thought of a Drop of it falling upon him ? How 
much more then a Torrent of it poured forth Vet 
this is, in Effect, threatened in the Text, as being up 
imprecated by an inſpired Prophet. And upon whom 
will this Fury be poured out? Undoubtedly upon the | 
* Heathen, who know not Go ; for they had devoured / 
Jacob and made his Habitation deſolate. But how 
ate theſe Heathen deſcribed ? As Families that call ni 
upon GO D's Name. A terrible Inſinuation ! But there 
are Families, who ſtyle themſelves Chriſtians, that 
call not upon Gop's Name: and is it not a natural 
Inference, that they are like Heathen, and have great 


fix 


bl. 4 fies Atdreſe te theſe, . naw 


6x theſe Words to my preſent Difcourſe, becauſe they 
are very awful and awakening z and becauſe the Buſi- 
| [of of it will be, to make a ſerious Addreſs to the 
Conſciences of thoſe, who live in the Neglect of Fa- 
mily-worſhip. I have ſhown, in ſome former Diſ. 


& courſes, the Reaſonableneſs and Advantages of it, and 
endeavoured to anſwer the Excuſes that are made 
for the Neglect of it. As this is a Duty of ſo 

BE: much Importance to the Life, the Credit, and the- 


Support of Religion; as it is ſo hard to perſuade 
Men to begin a Work they have not been- uſed to, 
and which doth not ſuit the Reliſh of a carnal earth 


ly Mind, it requires Line upon Line, Precept upon | 
Precept: and I would leave Nothing unſaid, that is 
likely to impreſs your Minds. ] proceed therefore _ 
now to the fixth TORE: I . on this gp: 
er? namely, „ 
+ VI. To make a ſerious Addreſs to thoſe, who has 
. hitherto neglected Family-worſhip: ON 
Joy Wl By Way of Expoſtulation, and of Kai j more 
Vet efpecially- do thoſe, who may be diſpoſed to enter 
eing Wl upon the faithful and regular — Ann 
„ . By Way of Expoſtulation.. _— 
ured And I ſhall principally urge ſome Topicks, that 
how IF were not mentioned, or could not conveniently be 
1] nt Wi enlarged-upon, in the preceding Diſcourſes, —— And 
there here, I muſt expoſtulate with ſome of you@, 
that 1 8 
roral WY . Conſider the Advantages you have enjoyed for 
gen the Practice of me Duty. ; 
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to his good Providence, that you have the Means of | 
ſupporting a Family; that you are not written Childs * 
V in the Earth; that he hath ſpared the Lives of 
ſome of your Children, when they were threatened, . 
and called them back from the-Borders of the Grave; 
that you can maintain a Servant or Servants, to wait 
on you, and make your Lives comfortable. He pre- 
ſerveth your Tabernacles in Peace, © that no evil be- 
falls you nor any Plague comes nigh your Dwelling.” ? 
k is owing to his good Providence, that your Affairs 
are thriving and proſperous; that you have all Things | 
richly to enjoy. And doth- the Founder and Preſer- 
ver of your Families claim and deſerve no Ho Z 
from them? Hath the Gop of all the Families 
of the Earth no Right to your eee _ of: raj | 
| Praiſes !———Conſider further, | 


2 Sort of Creatures your Families are com- : 
pole Or. 


Are they 1 not adit, nad Beings 3 njedily | 
of knowing and ſerving Gop, and deſigned for an 
everlaſting Exiſtence? And can you be content,. that 
they and you ſhould live together like Brates, and 
never acknowledge the good Hand of God upon you 
and entreat his Favour ? Have you no Love for your 
Wl Children, as rational Creatures Or is it a mere 
„i. natural, animal Love, ſuch as Brutes have for their 
od Offspring, who take Care to feed and defend them? 
And wherein are you better to your Children than 
es are to their young, if you don't commend 
ind BY them to Gov, teach them to pray, to fear the Lord 
ing BY from their Youth, and prevent their being hardened 
10 8 by the Den of Sin 1 Is it _ only Bufineſs 
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to . 1 for your Children. and take no 
Care of their immortal Intereſts? Have your Ser. 


Dif. 5 


« will 


Sant 
wants likewiſe no Souls, that you ſhould not diſ. ay 
tinguiſn them from the Beaſts? Are you not to teach ancien 
your Children and Houſehold rhe Way of the Lord? prievo 
and is not Prayer (as I obſerved above) that Way! ces. 
And can you teach them, without leading them and that it 
going before them in it? Have you not Authority terribl 
over your Children and Servants, to promote their cated 
Regard to Religion? And is not this the only la- there { 
ſtance, in which you would care to have it denied, Girs, t 
or called in Queſtion ? May not the Miſbehaviour ing an 
of ſome of your Children or Servants be owing to Goo | 
this Neglect ? And have not your Hearts ſmote you, your ! 


when you have heard of their evil Doings, from a cial S8 


Conſciouſneſs that you have neglected Family - worſhip © alloy 
> or not been ſo regular in it as you ſhould have been ? © me; 
Or if they are ſober and good, no Thanks to your Let 

Care, but ſolely to the Riches of 1 N will 
Conſider again, e | Ii 
4. Is not the Neglect of Faay pape very un · _ 
grateful to the divine Goodneſs, which permits it? 4p 8 
We are not to look upon it merely under the No- ting- ol 
tion of @ Duty. and as impeſtd; but as a Privilege, 7 
a ſingular Favour granted us by the Gop of Heaven, 2 : 
And is it not great Condeſcenſion in Gop, that He fy 


will be mentioned and called upon in the Families of | 
ſuch ſinful Creatures as we are? Is it not a great Is it 
Reproach to us that we have not conſidered it in this the H. 
_ Gop in Effect ſays, * Every Houſe of yours he giy 
©, ſhall be a Houſe of Mine, if you do not ſhut me Wi ceſs an 


© 'out, I, the high and ** One that inhabit al 
» — a cy 
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« will dwell with you, and have your Houſes for my 
Sanctuary, if you are willing it ſhould be ſo.'* 


What an Honour and Privilege is this ! Among the 
ancient Heathen, there was no Penalty reckoned more 
grievous, than to be forbidden to attend their Sacri- 


fces, And we find, in the Hiſtory of this Nation, 


that in the Days of Popery, it was reckoned a moſt | 


terrible Thing to have the whole Nation excommuni- 


cated by the Pope, and put under an Interdid; that 


there ſhould be no publick Religion in it. ' Suppoſe, 
Girs, the Caſe had been thus ; that inſtead of allow- 


ing and commanding you to pray in your Families, 
Gop had forbidden you: that he had put any of 


your Houſes under an Interdict; and by ſome ſpe- 
cial Significations of his Mind, had ſaid, * I will 
allow all the neighbouring Houſes to call upon 
' me; but I will have no worſhip out of your Houſe, 


Let all the reſt of the Street worſhip me, and I 
will hear and accept them; but from your Houſe 


{I will accept no Sacrifice; I will hear no Prayer.“ 
What a terrible Doom were this! What a dark and. 
horcid Cloud would be drawn over that Dwelling | 
And will you make this the Caſe with you, by ſhut» 
ting-out Prayer? Conſider likewiſe, | 


5. Do you not need the Blefling of Gop upon 
your Affairs? And is it not promiſed to rad and 


obtained by it? 
Is it not his Bleſſing, that wakes rich? or will 


the Hand of the Diligent do without it? Doth not 


de give Power to get Wealth? Do not your Suc- 


ceſs and Repatation . in the * 1 * him, 
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and the turn which he giveth to the Minds of Ment! 


And do you not forfeit that Bleſſing, when you an 


not thankful for it, or do not intreat the Conting. 
ance of it? What Comfort can you have in your 4. 


Jjoyments, when you cannot conſider them as fetchel 
in and ſanctified by Prayer? May not the Conkle 


quence of your unſandified Profperity be, that your: 


Table will prove a Snare, and your Wealth the li- 
ſtrument of Sin, and the Fuel of Luſt? And the 
you may be rich and proſperous at preſent, Cannot 


Soy at once blaſt your Credit, deſtroy your Subſtance 
and make you empty; ſo that when you look fir 


much, you ſhall bring in Ait? Thoſe are awfil 
Words, which proſperous Men, who forget Gon, 


150 ſhould often think of; 7 will curſe your Bleſſings; ya 


1 have curſed them already, becauſe ye will nat 
lay it to heart, to give Glory to my Name, ſaith the 
Lord of ' Hoſts.'* May he not withdraw thoſe Blat 
fings, which you never thank him for, or only is 
Form; and ſend upon your Families thoſe Judg- 
ments, which you never deprecate ? What fignifieth 


it how much you leave your Children, unleſs there 


be a Bling with it, and by good Inſtructions and 


Prayers you have ir them to make a proper Uſe 


_ of. ie? 


ente likewiſe, Whether ie Bleſſing is ve 
| promiſed, and hath not been obtained, in the Way 


of Prayer.—Doth not God ſay, that for this He wil 
be /ought-unto ? Is not Prayer one Condition of find 


ing Favour and good Underſtanding in the Sight af 


God and Man? Hath it not (as I have largely ſhow) 


WY A 28225 Tendeney to promote ant ea 7 roſperity, - 
you 
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your Comſort in it ? and can you. hope for it with- _ 


out Prayer? Gob required the Iſraelites to give the 
Prieſts their Dues, for this Reaſon, * that he might 
Cauſe the Bliffing to reſt in thine Houſe.” * And 
can that be expected, if Gop hath not 4is Due, his 
Sacrifice of Prayer and Praiſe ? Doth not, as St. 
Janes expreſſeth it, © the effectual fervent Prayer f 
a righteous Man awail nuch? He doth not ſay how . 
much, becauſe he would have you pronounce upon 
Trial and Experience; but it hath done Wonders 

in every Age. It would be eaſy to produce Inſtances 
of the ſingular Favour, Which Gon hath in ſome 
Inſtances, ſhown to pray ing Families. It ſhall ſaf-' 
fice to mention one. A credible Hiſtorian tells us, 
that, about a 2 ago, there was an Earthquake 
in Sawitzerland, by which Part of a Mountain was 
thrown down, and it fell upon a Village that ſtood 
under it, and eruſhed every Houſe and Inhabitant to 
Pieces ; except the Corner of one Cottage, where the 
Maſter of the Houſe with his poor Family were found 
praying "_—_— unto Gop. + lt is true indeed, that 
the Families of the wicked ſometimes - proſper : but 
their Proſperity is a Snare and a Curſe; and, as I was 
lately obſerving, they have their good Things is 
this Life, and real Good is not in their Hands | 
This leads me to aſk further, | 


6. Is it not the diſtinguiſhing Character of wicked 
Families, that they do not call upon Gov ? That they 
ſay unto Gop, depart from us; what 1s N12 bur 
Y, that we ſhould up 1 25 f 8 
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128 24 ſerious Appress to hee Dil.; 
They forget Gov, live without him in the World, 

| eaſt-off Fear and reſtrain Prayer before bim: "While 
it is deſcribed as the Character of good Men and | 

their Families, that they know Gov,” walk with bim, never 

call upon him, ſet him always before them, and have God | 

their Eyes ever towards the Lord. Can you bear . Soals 


that your Families ſhould be like atheiſtical and pro Cod: 
fane Families, and have no other Diſtinction from fon m 


Diſ. 5 
leave 
ing W: 


and d 


tze wickedeſt Families in the Town, but mere Ci. Comfe 


vility? Is Chriſtianity ſuch a Reproach, that you 
are unwilling to be known for chriſtian Families! 
Would you be like them ao, with whom you would tion t 
Aread to have your eternal Portion Let me in- Wil thy, : 
treat you to take this baue into eee dren, 
ee + OILED | | to in 


their“ 


Hour, 


been 


7. How will you ale to Gob for wette 


for the Souls committed to your Care, and the Iojury and | 


| you have done to Religion hy . 
| of Ie 
You believe that * Gov will bring every Work into 00 


Judgment, with every ſecret Thing, whether it be that i 
good or evil.” You are Stewards; your Authority e v 
and Influence over others is a Talent, which you Biz; , 
are to uſe for the Glory of Gop and the Support be af 
of Religion; and you are to give an Account of ind v, 
Vourſelves to Gop how you have improved this Ts Iso fort 
lent. You are to ſtand before Gop, not only in periſh 
your perſonal, but relative Capacity ; as one that hal Wi vill h 
the Charge of a Family, and are to give an Ac- Wconfg 
count how you have watched for the Souls intruſ. Wi Souls 
ted with vou thoſe Souls for which Chriſt died. Article 


8 But there i is an awful Scene opens before this. There H jour 


[ 8 


Dif. 5. who na rautur-wons nir. | 129 


ing will it be, if you have never prayed together ; 


never or very ſeldom, ſolemnly commended them to 


Go in their Preſence? Showed no Concern for the 
Souls of your Servants, to teach them the Fear of | 
Gop and how to pray? Will not this Neglect occa= 


fon many painful Reflections then? And with what 


to inſtruct and ſanctify their Hearts, to regulate 
their Tempers, fit them for Uſefulneſs in this Life, 


if the Earth, under the Guilt of this Neglect? When 
He enquires, what haſt thou done for thy Family, 
that is left behind? When He addreſſeth you in 
the Words of Feremiah, * where is the Flock that 
was given thee to — thy beautiful Flock ?' You will 
be aſhamed to ſay how rich you have left them, 


to furniſh them with, —And then conlider, if they 


conſigned to Miſery and Woe, who have loſt their 
Souls thro* your Neglect, and to have this as an 


N 


leave your Families behind. And what a /ad Parts : 


and done little or nothing for their ſpiritual Good? 


Comfort can you commend them to Gop in a dying 
Hour, when you are conſcious that his Worſhip hath 
been neglected by you? It will be little Conſola - 
tion then, that you have left your Families weals 
thy, and bequeathed large Fortunes to your | Chil. 
dren, while you have neglected the appointed Means 


and Happineſs in the next. With what Comfort 
can you appear before the Gop of all the Families 


and what external Accompliſhments you endeavoured 


periſh thro* your Fault, what a / Meeting. you 
will have with them in another World. To fee thoſe 
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Article in your own Charge and an Aggravation of 
your own Miſery, will make jt unſpeakably dread- 
ful, min had you called 0. Name 


calling his Family to Devotion every Morning aul 
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daily, and taught your Children and Servants u 
Fear, you might comfortably have committed then 
to Gop, and met them with Joy at the right Hand 
of Chriſt Once more, conſider how you will n. 
ſwer to Gop for the Injury you have done 10 Nl. 
gion, and the Corruption you may be the Means af 
ſpreading thro* ſucceeding Generations. We ban 
already ſhown you, what good Influence Family. 
worſhip may have to promote the Religion of your, 
Families and thoſe that may deſcend from then 
While a Deſire of Imitation is confeſſedly a ſrong 
Principle of Action, one bright domeſtick Pattern, ig 

2 Perſon of ſuperiour Character and Authority, it 


Anceſt 
proach 
ruptio! 
| of the 
tions, 
tion, t 
what e 
and ye 
— 
addreſs 


Evening, will have more Effe& upon all beneath and 
about him, than a thouſand dry Inſtructions.“ But 
if you negle& this Duty, it will encourage and avs 
thorize their Neglect. They may omit it in their 
Families; and their Children's Children may omit 
it: fo that perhaps before the End of the World, 
there may be Hundreds, and even Thouſands, de- 


ſcended from you, who have in Effect learnt Irrel. IL k 
gion and Impiety in your Houſes, and from | 
Example; or at leaſt have never learnt Religion And 

there. Yea perhaps, Chriſt, when he cometh to Jody Wl but in 

merit, may find ſome of your Deſcendants among the hae 1 

wicked, who ſhall be burnt-up as Stubble; and theit At up 
Wickedneſs and Miſery may be traced up as high of thei 

as your Neglect of Family-worſhip, and be in fone I fry, 

Degree, charged to your Account. Now, can band 15 wh 

ſay this is not probable? and if it be probable, is it i ait 

mot 7 MP.” You had a Tann bet- _— « 


© Sud, 
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ter leave your Families Beggars, than leave them. 
Enemies to Gop and Strangers to Prayer. Whereas. 
by a faithful Care in this Duty, you may leave a 
ſueet Savour behind you; ai praying Seed, that ſhall 
be the Support-of Religion in every future Age, and 
your Joy and Crown of Rejoicing at the Appearance, = 
of Jeſus Chriſt, 1 firmly believe, there will not be 

i heavier Article in any Man's Charge at the great 
Day, than this, that le cut-off the Entail of Religion 

in his Family; ſuffered it to die in bis Fang, after 
it had been conveyed down to him by his pious 
Anceſtors; and left an ungodly Seed, to be the Re- 
proach of Chriſtianity, and ſpread Impiety and Cor- 
ruption thro” all ſucceeding. Generations to the End 

| of the World. Theſe Circumſtances and Reflec- 
tions, I beſeech you to take into ſerious Conſidera - 
tion, that you may ſee what Guilt you contract, and 
what complicated Miſchief you bring upon yourſelves 
and your Families, by the Neglect of this Duty. 
— As I hope ſome are awakened 9H thaw T would 
addreſs them, | 


Il, By Way of Advice. 


And here, I exhort young. Perſons, Who are keting 1 
out in Life, when they enter on new Relations, r 
have Houſes of their own, that they immediately 

„% a Altar to GOD, as their Gop and the Gop 

of their Fathers. Nothing is more proper and ne- 

eeſary, nothing ſo comfortable and advantageous, 

s, when they are beginning the World, to begin. 

% GOD; to dedicate their Houſes to the 

ond, and turn them into San nAuaries to his Honour, 

WT +: their Cares aud Tempta ions increaſe, it is fie 


they 


8 A Avvess to 4% 


and as they ſtand in new Capacities and Relations 
in them they ſhould ſerve and glorify him, Thu 
will they engage his Bleſſing on all their Relations 


and Employments. — As to thoſe Heads of Familin, 


who have hitherto entirely or generally negle&ed it, 


EAT would adviſe, exhort and beſeech them, to % then- 


felves ſolemnly and ſeriouſly to this Work, and to begin 
it immediately. 
to a more convenient Seaſon, I fear you will never 


do it. If what hath been ſaid upon the Subjed, 


bath, wrought any Conviction upon your Minds, and 


your Conſciences tell you, you ought to neglet it 


Dit. 5 1 
they mould in all their Ways e GOD: 


If you defer it, Sirs, and put it off 


no longer, hearken to their Admonitions immedi- 2p 
ately. The Enemy of Souls will zow: be peculiarly init u 
buſy to prevent it; raiſe a thouſand Difficulties in "ON 
your Way, and increaſe your natural Diſinclination hs * 
to it. You know there is nothing to be done in the — ein 
common Affairs of your Families, without Steadineſ yes of 
and Reſolution: much leſs in Affairs of the Soul, 3 n 


where the World, the Fleſh and the Devil draw a 
exhort you, further, to 


wriſtia! 


your B 
Hip? 


begin it with! all the Solemnity you can. Call your 
Children and Servants together: let them know, "that 
you are convinced you have been in the Wrong; "and 
you now call them together to join with you ig 
performing your Family-homage to Gop. Be not 
aſhamed to make this Acknowledgment to your Fe 
mily, and to expreſs your deep Humiliation before 
Soy for your paſt Neglect. I will venture to ſay, 
| you never looked ſo great and honourable, as When 
making ſuch a Confeſſion: and as far as your Do- 


| meſticks have the Grace of Go in their Heart, * 


— 


they never will eſteem and reverence you ſo much, 
a when you are making it. Further, having once 
begun, never omit it at the returning Seaſons. You. 
will be often tempted to this at firſt. ' Your Fa- 


mily-worſhip will be like a newly planted Tree, that | 
muſt be propped up and carefully watched, leſt it 


be torn-up or ſhaken out of its Place before it have 


thro! this Neglect. One Omiſſion hath made Way, 
and furniſhed an Excuſe, for another, and the Diſin- 


clination to it hath increaſed. Repeated Acts form 
z Habit: and it will, by Care, become as regular 


neſs.—— Again, Call your Servants to this Duty, and 
inſiſt upon their joining with you in it. I fear, in 


Love of the World in their Maſters, and a Want of 


your Buſineſs to their Meals; and why not to Wor- 
ſhip? The common; Proverb <4 A Whet is no Lett” - 
is as applicable to the Concerns. of the Soul as the 
Body,——Let me exhort you to ſeek Strength from 


fnful Shame and unmanly Cowardice, which keeps 
you from it. Karneſtly pray in ſecret; that Gos 
uld give you Wiſdom and Reſolution: to diſcharge 
our Duty. Be frequently offering up that Feti- 
lon of the Diſeiples, Lorg, teach_us to pray e: 


Spirit of W and Sa pplicatios. The more your 
V W 
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taken Root. It hath been loſt in many Families, 


2s your Meals, and as little interfere with your Buſi- 5 


ſome praying Families, this Regard to Servants is 
regletted ; and leſt they ſhould be a little hindered 5 
in their Buſineſs, they are deprived of the Advanta- 
ges of Family-worſhip. But this ſhows an inordinate - 


viſtian Charity to their Souls. You call them from 


zaven for the Performance of it; to conquer that | 


nember and plead the Promiſe of the spirit, a * 25 


* Ee 
* 9 * 
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Temptations to neglect or omit this Duty inereaks « tin 
de the more diligent in your Applications to the 6 and 
Throne of Grace. And let us all remember, tha « wel 

the more ſerious and lively we are in our ſecret De. . ow: 
votions, the better prepared we ſhall be for focid . neſ 
Worship If there are any here, who once ma, arm 
tained Family-worſhip but have caſt i off, 1 took WW con 
upon them with Pity and with Horror; as' Perſons in . wh: 
__ whoſe Hearts the Love of che World hath deſtroyei WW dec: 
the Love of Gon; who have © left off te h wife au Wi | pi 
90 do good, and who had. better never have know x Wo 
the Way of Righteouſneſs than thus to have for . you 
„ (akon ine And if I could have the leaſt Hope, tha expe 
any Motives would prevail upon them, I would un paſs 
them to return to their Duty: but I fear they ae WW that 
grown pa, feeling. Upon the whole, let me be, bath 
ſeech thoſe, who neglect this Duty, to conſider . Diſc 
Arguments and Motives, which have been urged fa i of d 
tze Practice of it, and to judge of them as M of 1 
- the Sight of Gov. If you will not do this, A negle 
| ſhows a bad Cauſe and a guilty Conſcience: and i that 
is not in my Power to do any Thing more tha” watc! 
pray, that Gop would convince you of your Hr Acco 
and reſtore your Souls to the Way of Duty at dar of 
Happineſs. If you will go on to neglect it, I tions, { 
perſuaded: you will have an ill Opinion of ——_ then by 

' for ſo doing. Your on Conſciences will be ufficatly 


eaſy. I am ſure you cannot be ſatisfied: in 
own Minds; and in Conſequence of theſe repeated 
Addreſſes, your Conſciences will be yet more une 
The Remembrance of theſe Exhortations and Arg 
c ments will 2255 a ſerious Writer 0 IS 92 


. . 
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« tince to torment you, if it cannot reform . 3 
and, if you do not forſake the Houſe of Gon, as. 
« well as exclude him and his Worſhip from your 


own Houſes, you will meet with further Uneaſi- f 


© neſs : for new Exhortations and Admonitions. will | 


um Reflection with new Reproaches. Ta this un- 


« comfortable Manner. you will probably go on, till | 
what hath been the Grief and Shame of your Life, 


becomes the Affliction of your dying Bed: nor will 
« ] preſume to aſſure you, that the 'Gop, whoſe 
« Worſhip you have chus neglected, will anſwer 

« your laſt Cries for Pardon. The beſt that you can 
« expect, from your Conſciouſneſs of this Guilt, is, to 

© paſs. trembling to your final Doom. But Whatever 
' that Doom be, you muſt acquit your Miniſter, who 
bath given you this faithful Warning. And theſe 


« Diſcourſes (tranſcribed as it were in the Records | 


' of divine Omniſcience) ſhall teſtify,” that a Matter 
' of ſo great Importance hath not been wholly 
' negleted, nor coldly and flightly urged, by one, 
' that wiſheth well to you and your Families, and 
' watcheth for your Souls, as one that muſt give 
Account.“ And as it will be his Joy before the 
Bar of Gop, that he hath given you theſe Admoni= 
tions, ſo he earneſtly wiſhes and prays, that it may 


then be your Joy, that you have OE ne * = 


| * een them. Amen, | 


; wvitha Heer Heart. 8 2 


3 I A M onee more to pak; you, my. Breda 


the Neglect of it. In my laſt Diſcourſe, I ſeriouf 

| ly expoſtulated with thoſe, who have hitherto lived 
in the Neglect of it. And if any, after ally vill 
ue and die in this Neglect, 1 muſt leave them i 
anſwer for it in the ee of Wel Ty bs non, 
in the laſt Place, 


praiſe Family-worſhip. 


a good Prayer ſuitable to ſuch Reſolution. His N 


| 
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| 
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 ewilt thou come unto me ! I avill N n, wy lat vious 


contin 
Reſolu 
Head 

exhort 
who n 
of ma 
foice 1 
fore at 
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concerning Family-worſhip, I have largely laid 
before you the many Arguments from Reaſon and 
Scripture for it ; and endeavoured to ſhow the Tu: 
ficiency of thoſe Excuſes, which are often made far 


vn. 'To make a ferious Addreſs to thoſe | whe 


Our Text” very well ſaits ſuch an Nh > 10 
cock it contains a good Reſolution of David, and 


4 - $8 


ſolution is, I will behave myſelf wiſth, in a poi 
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or upright Way z meaning, undoubtedly, the Way 

of Religion. I will walk within my Houſe with' 4 
gerfet Heart; I will conduct the Affairs of my Fa · 


mily, and eſpecially the Worſhip of it, (for we have 
before ſhown, that David did keep up Family-wor- | 


be, with Thought and Prudence ; with Integrity and 


ſhip and bleſs his Houſehold) I will conduQ it, faith ; 


Steadfaſtneſs. There ſhall be no Omiſſions or Neg- 5 


le&s of this Duty in my Family ; but I will keep · on 


in an even, ſteady Courſe. And then, there is a 1 


good Prayer; O, when wilt Thou come wnto me? 
afford. me and my Family thy Prefence ; teach me 
Wiſcom.; make me ſteady and uniform in my reli- 
gious Conduct, and regular in my Devotion; and 
continually dwell in my Houſe ! Such ſhould be the 
Reſolution, and ſuch the frequent Prayer, of every 
Head of a Family. Aud 1 would now particularly 
exhort, that it be the Reſolution and Prayer of thoſe, 
who maintain Family-worſhip, ' It is the Character | 
of. many of you that you do fo, and 1 heartily re- 
ice in it, and bleſs Gop for it. I ſhall there- 
fore addreſs myſel to you that are Heads of pray- | 
ing Families—to the ſeveral Members of your Fa- 


ſhall addreſs, 75 
Let we exhort you (y ks TY 


Thankfulneſs ——to proceed in this Duty with | 
Steadineſs, Regularity and n re- un con- 
Ader how it is Capable of 


nilics—I ſhall add a ſhort Word of Exhortation | © 
t ſingle Perſons, and 15 e the i i Iþn 1 


fet on what you have done, with Pleaſure and 


_ * —— Gy a — — £4} 
= 
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| He hath had a 


that the Ends of Family-worſhip may be' anſwered, 


and its good. Effects manifeſted. in your _ an 


Renn, | 


. Reflet upon what you | have done with Pleatu 


. and Thankfulneſß. 5 


I hope you have been enabled to do this, while we 
| have been ſhowing you the Reaſonableneſs and Ad. 
vantage of this Duty, and the Guilt of thoſe tha 
neglect it. 
newing the pleaſing, grateful Reflection. You hare 
Reaſon for this, as it is a Duty ſa much neglected; 
and yet ſo honourable to Goo, and ſo uſeful to the 


And let me exhort you to be often t.. 


Families where it is practiſed. Adore his Goodneſz, 
that you were trained up in religious Families, u 

bad your Lot caſt in ſuch :. and eſpecially, that Gov 
hath given you Wiſdom and Grace, to walk is th 


May of good Men and keep the Paths of the rightow? 
and to dedicate your Houſes unto him, Think with 
| Pleaſure and Thankfulneſs, that yours, are not like 


other Families, from which Gop is excluded: thil 
Tribute of Worſhip out of yon 
Houſes, and his Grace hath - inclined you to give 


yourſelves unto Prayer. As far as you are conſeiou 
to yourſelves, that you have made a ſolemn Bulineh 


of it, take the Comfort of it, and pity and pray fat 
thoſe that deprive themſelves of ſuch Comfort. If 


| you have any Satisfaction in the Character of yout 


Children or Servants, and Reaſon to believe that Jom 


domeſtick Worſhip bath contributed thereto; this will 


be an addtional Reaſon for Thankfulnefs.” You will 
novertheleſs, ſee 9 to be humbled For many - 
Fed 


ir 6 
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ter you have heard ſo much concerning the Nature 
and Importance of the Duty, it will lead you to be- 
wail thoſe Defects before God; and to intreat his 
Pardon. Yet vou. may, and ſhould, recolle& your 
Care and Integrity in this Duty with Pleaſure; aſ- 


Meaſures of the Gift of Prayer, which he hath be- 
towed upon you, all the Comfort and Advantage 
you have found by Pamily-worſhip, and the Honour 
you have done to e POE : Let me exhort 


you, 


2. To proceed 10 this Duty with seul. Re- 
gularity and Seriouſneſs, HH 


There are many, whoſe Conſciences will not ior 
dem to neglect this Doty entirely, yet are not re- 
a gular and ſteady. in it. They perform it only now 
bnd then ; on 4 Lord's Days when Affairs of peculiar - 

buli are before them; or when they meet with 
ſome remarkable Family-deliverance or Affliction. Is 
Trouble they wifit the Lord, and pour out a Prayer 
when kis Chaſtening is upon them.” But certainly it 
ought to be performed every Day. The general Ar- 
guments, that prove Family-worſhip to be a Duty, 
prove it to be a daily Duty, And this is plain from 


directs us to pray for our daily Bread, Day by Day; 
therefore it ought never to be neglected. If any 
particular Circumſtances ariſe, as in the Caſe of ſud · 
cen Sickneſs, or ſome indiſpenfible Buſineſs, which 
May require its being once omitted, great Care muft 
= taken in Judgiog of ſuch. ws, of Neceſſity, leſt 


. = " ”_r — Lu Lum, | * = La. _ FD. Ta. — — * 2 
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fret, which have attended your ſocial Devotion. Af- = 


cribing, at the fame Time, to divine Grace, thoſe ' 


tie Scripture-evidence,' already produced. Our Lord 


7 ( oo: 
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Satan get an, Advantage over you and lead; you to 
neglect it, when there is no Neceſſity. I add 
further, that Family-worſhip ought- to be performel 
tavice- a · day at leaſt, I fear, yea I know, there ar? 
many Families negligent herein. Their domeſtick 
the Lord's Day; and in ſome Families, even then, 


diictate both Morning and Evening -devetion ? Dod 
tion at Night? Nay, let me aſk, whether yon do 
tions and Dangers that may be before you in the 


Day? Have you not greater need to beg divine Aﬀiſ- | 


a tempting, enfnaring World, than when yon go to 


Worſhip is omitted every Morning, except it be 01 
But conſider, Sirs, doth not the Light of Nature 
it not ſeem reaſonable to adore the Author of Na. 
ture at theſe returning Periods? to ſeek his Bleſling | 
upon the Affairs of the Day, as well as his Protec- 


not ſeem to need Prayer in the Morning more than 
in the Evening, on Account of the Duties, Temp. 


ance, Protection and Grace, when you go out ine 


Bed? Conſider further, what the Scripture hints upon addi 
this Head. It is ſpoken of as a Thing highly good WY © pe 
and becoming to © ſhow forth his Loving-kindneſs i an. 
tie Morning, and his Faithfulneſs every Night.” And all 
there can be no Reaſon aſſigned, why this ſhould * go 
ſpit a particular Perſon, and not a Family, It was © is 
appointed, under the Law, that there ſhould be 2 1 
daily Sacriſice, very Morning and every Evening. To . a 
- this there is probably a Reference in many Places of ter 

| Scripture, particularly when tke Apoſtle ſaith, * proy + He 
without ceaſing ;* and . theſe Sacrifices were called the + pet 
continual Burnt-offering. There are many Paſſages, til. 
Where we read of Prayer and Supplication Day 4d f — 
gory, n of praying i the We and. 10 n and regul 
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the like. It is therefore. really aſtoniſhing to me, 
how any pious Perſons can _negle& Family-worſhip- 
in a Morning; can enter upon the Buſineſs of Life, 


Snares and- Temptations, without commending them 
to the Protection and Grace of Gov; and can act 
ſo contrary to the Dictates of Reaſon and Scripture. 
This is curtailing G O'D*s Homage, and paying him 


will accept the HalF inſtead of the Whole, you will 
do well to conſider. Some good Men have prayed 
in cheir Families rhrite- a- day. Daniet prayed trier - 


Reſemblance to this in all religious Families that 
is, at leaſt about Noon, there will be a ſerious ſolemm 
Addreſs to God in Reference to the Uſe of his 
Creatures, which are to be ſanctiſied by Prayer. Theſe 
Arguments I muſt leave with your Conſciences ; only 
wy, in the Words of Mr. Baxter, © A. good Ap». 
petite to Religion would beſt cure theſe Omiſſions 


' all Men, © You: ſhall eat as' often as wilt do you 
good; the fick\Stomach- would fay, © Onee-a-day 


ter.“ Thus a good and healthful Heart is of great 3 
"Help in expounding God's Word, eſpecially his 
general Commands. Phat which Men do not hear. 
*tily love, they will not believe to be their Duty.“ 
—Further, let me exhort you ro be Head and 
gular in the Maggs 21 whatever Gueſts. yon 


Din. 6. who praftie FauitT-wons air. 1 


| without” aſking G Gov's Blefling ; can venture them. 
ſelves, their Children and Servants, into a World -—" 


but half the Rent due to him: and whether He 17 


a-day in his Houſe: and indeed, there will be ſome 


' and Neglects. If Gon ſhould ſay in general to 


is enough, and as much as Gop- requires,” But x. | 
* a found Conſtitution and a ſtrong Appetite, would | 1 | 
' ſay, © Twice-a-day is little enough; thrice is bet= 
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all the. Aſſemblies of his Saints, whether larger of 


| Pauſe; remembering to whom you are about to ſpeak. 
Let your n be engaged i in the great Work, * 


1 142 . 5 ſerious Appaess 70 theſe Dit 6. | 


have in your Houſes. Conſider with youths whe: 


ther it is not a falſe and mean Shame to deeline 


this Service, to put-off, or conceal the, Pratice, 


when Friends or even Strangers are prefent, Why 


ſhould you be, more ſhy. of letting them know, you 


| bave ſtated Times for Worſhip 'than for Eating - 


Drinking; or more backward in aſking them to join 


with you in that Service, than to eat and drink 


with you? And this, as we have formerly. obſerved, 
may awaken them to a Senſe of their Duty, if they 


have: neglected it. He that partakes of the Provi 
on, ought to partake of the Religion, of the Fami- 


ly. Mr. Fuller (in his. Meditations) obſerves, that 


1 de had once à Perſon of Quality lodged with him; 
and out of Exceſs of Modeſty, he forebore the Duty 


of his Family that Night: on which he makes a peni- 
tential Reflection, acknowledges his. great Fault, and 
makes folemn Reſolutions and Vows never to be 
guilty of the like again, Let me likewiſe exhort 


Fou, te perform this Duty with grea1 Seriouſueſs. Be 


careful that it be never performed in a Hurry; that 


it doth not degenerate into a mere Form, and want 


a proper Decorum. *.Gop. is greatly to be feared in 
ſmaller, and % be had in Reverence by all that af 
proach him.“ Take Care that your own, and your 
Families coming to it, Behaviour at it, and going 
from it, be decent, grave and ſolemn, And. ſharply 
'Teprove, and if that will not do, cortect every lo- 
decency of your Children and Servants in the Time 
of Worſhip. Let it be introduced with à ſolemn 


I 
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do it heartily, as unto, the Lord. You had better. 
wille any where than at Prayer; better affront any 


one than the great and holy Gop. * Curſed be the 


and ſacrifices to the Lord his Goo a corrupt Thing ; 
for I am a great King, faith the Lord of Hoſts, and 
my Name is dreadful among the Heathen. 1 

exhort thoſe that maintain F amily-worſhip,. 


z. To conſider how it is capable of being im- 3 
rere, and made more honourable and uſeful, + 


And here, I think it is a Matter of very great 
Importance, that, if .poſſible, you keep. to fixed, 
fated Hours for the Performance of this Duty. You 
have ſuch Hours for your Meals, and. contrive your. 
Buſineſs accordingly z and why not for Worſhip ? 
Unleſs you engage yourſelves to obſerve ſtated Times, 
and inure your Minds, by Practice, to the Obſer- 
vance of them, you. will be often tempted to. nege 
lect or defer. it, and may be eaſily ſeduced from it. 
—— The ſooner, you perform ,your Family-worſhip in 
the Morning, the better. And here I muſt reprove 
me Lazineſs of ſome Heads of Families, who are 
not careful to be up in proper Time; but their Fa- 
mily-worſhip is deferred till late in the Day, or almoſt, 
Noon; in Conſequence of which, the Children are 


many Interruptions and Diſturbances happen in the 
Performance. of it, which might have been. preven- . 
ted by an earlier Hour, I cannot ſay, in an Even- 
ing, the later the better; tho? better late than never, 
The preſent Cuſtom, of having our Hours * Buſi- 
G 6 ö | Ek | - neſs 
* Mal, i, 14 8 e 


S e 


Decei ver, that hath a Male in his Flock, and vows, 5 


zone to School, the Servants to their Work; ane 1 


7 . * d "Rs 
— 4 # : i 8 N ; z = 8 | 
: 7 EET % 6 — 74 : 7 rel ; - * k I 
= < PW f x * 8 0 ' = #2 225 * 7 . oP 
144. *' 4 ſerious AbpRkss to theſe Diſ. 6, 
4 - ; : Fa 4 | - . ; k | 


Dif 

| neſs and Meals later than our Fathers, eſpecially WW of 
late Evening-viſits whether to our Friends or publick' tent 
Places, are miſchievous both to perſonal and Family. Peo 
order and Godlineſs, In this Cafe, Children are | the 
gone to Bed, Servants fatigued, and all fitter for the 

| Sleep than Prayer: not to mention the Injury which 1 
ſuch late People do, to the more regular Families * pi 
of their Friends. If you are obliged, or think it 85 
right, to ſpend the Evening abroad, let Family - wor- * ex 

|  thip+be performed before you go out. But a Man's — 
own Houſe ought, in general, to be his Place of En- end; 
tertainment in the Evening; and eſpecially that of fan 
Men of Buſineſs: This is almoſt the only Time when gent 
they can taſte the Sweets of domeſtick Life; enjoy the full) 
Company of their Families, and teach them Wiſdom thei 
and Piety: therefore their Evenings ſhould not be ranc 
always, nor often, ſpent abroad. Let me exhort fore 

| you likewiſe, to conſider, whether your Worſhip is ing 
not capable of being improved, by reading the Scrip- WI fuln' 
- tures, and finging the Praiſes of Gop: His Lav part 
requires that you teach his Words diligently to your whic 

| Chilton, and ſprak' of them when you lie down ] So * 
rise p. To read the Scriptures in your Families, iv cordi 
-.- i becoming Refpe@ to the ſacred Oracles, the Way your 
to improve your ' own Minds and their. Read- BY read 
ing the Scriptures by the Heads of Families at their Pray 
Worſhip, makes them more inftruQive and affet- whic 
ting ; tends to compoſe the Mind and fit it for 's ef y. 
ſolemn Addreſs to Gov. And where Buſineſs doth WW ther 
not neceſſarily hinder, fome ſhort uſeful Commentary worlt 
ſhould be added; —— 1 wc !d likewiſe inculeate upon exerc 

all Families, where it can be performed, the Uſe of — 

an H. 


Xo  Pſalmody ; as it is an evident Duty; a proper * 


15 


of expreſſing our Thankfolnefs to Gop ; and as it * 
tends to impreſs the Minds of Children and yo 


the Voice of Rejoicing be heard in the 7. abernacles of 


« who pray in their Families ; they do better, 
pray and read the Seriptures; but they, who 


endeavour to adapt their Prayers to the Circum- 


fully obſerve the Providence of Gov, relating to 
their Families; their. Mercies, Afflictions, Delives 
rances, Wants and Dangets,, and expreſs them Be⸗ 
fore him. When they hear of Calamities happens 
ing to other Families, let them expreſs their Thanks 


ther adviſe, that you do not make your Family- 
worſhip long and tedious; Here Prudence is to be 
exerciſed ; and you archito conſider what is moſt 


an Hour ſpent with Liſe and Spirit, is 2 great deal 
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People, perhaps more than Prayer. Thus ſhould i 
the righteous. © They do well (faith Mr. Philis Hinry 7 


„Singing, de beſt of all. And Chriſtians eu 
« earneſtly deſire, and labour, to do the very beſt,? 
let me adviſe thoſe who uſe |/Fre' Prayer, w 


ſtances of their Families; and not” reſt entirely wy 
general Petitions and Thankſgivings. Let them care» 


fulneſs for the Goodneſs of Go to their own; and 
particularly pray for their Children and 'Servants; _ 
which will have a Breat Influence on their Minds 
80 Job offered up Sacrifices - for his Children, - 
cording to the Number of .them all. Thus only will 
your Prayer be, properly, Family-proyer. When you | | 
read the Scriptures before, endeavour that your 
Prayers may correſpond with what you have read, 
which will impreſs it more ſtrongly on the Hearts 
of your Family and on your own; —— I would furs 


likely to ſerve the Ends of Religion- A Quanter'of 


i. 4-48 
} 
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4 Houſe of Prayer ſhould be a Houſe of Riot, and 


Language of Devotion, and ſometimes curſing, pro» 
fane, ſcurrilous, obſcene or bitter Words! that there 
ſhould be Prayer in the Houſe, and cheating in we 
Shop, or Qppreſſion 1 in the Field ! How monſtrous and 
ſhocking is this! That thoſe who are daily praying 

together, ſhould be quarrelſome, froward, and peeviſn 


nily ſhould tyranniſe over his Wife or Children, and 
| treat his Servants with Inſolence and Abuſe! What 
2 ſhameful Inconſiſtency is here I I hope and believe 
ſuch Inconſiſteneies and Irregularities are feldom- 
found. But à Caution on this Head ean never be 
vnſeaſonable. Therefore take” great Care, that you 
do not make religious Services eontemptible, and, 
like Eli's Sons, cauſe the Offering of the Lord to be 
ablorred. See that you, and your Families, [ve mn 
Love, that your Prayers be not hindered; that have. 
ing begun the Day with Prayer, you be in Gov's 

Fear all the Day long i that Religion attends you, 
where-ever you go, and gives a Tincture to all 
your Words and Actions. Men will judge of Re- 
bgion by the Behaviour of thoſe who are 8 

pious. Tho' the Children of - this. World. know 
little of Faith, Repentance and Prayer, yet they 


open Dealings. They are often themſelves (care. 
* ful in tu Things; and therefore they who pro- 
' feſs Religion ſhould walk very circumſpeRly, that 

the Name of Go and his Doctrine be not blaſs - 
* Pony It will — mw if | mnt Toy 6008 0 


"6k 


Intemperance ! that there ſhould be ſometimes the 7 1 


one with another! that the Maſter of a praying Fa- 


* are competent Judges of honeſt Bargains — fair N | 


Dif. 6. oa — Paritiy worry. 
aſe. There is a remarkable Circumſtance, menti- 


but young, and, calling the Family together, made 
bim pray with them. His Father, a Man of a liv 


bly the Child had prayed with the Family, it ſinote - 
his Soul with great Conviction, and proved the Be- 


in praying Families; you can never be ſufficiently 
thankful to the Goodneſs of God, which hath caſt 
your Lot in ſuch Houfes, O! value your Privilege 
and carefully improve it, — The fame would Ifay 
to Serwarts in praying Families. The Lines are 
fallen to you in pleaſant Places, and you have a goodly 


Prayer, to a ſtrict Obſervance of the Sabbath, and kept 


not think this a Privilege and a Favour,' the Time 
vill come, when you will think it ſo, and condemn” 
yourſelves for not thinking ſo ſooner. Great will be 
your Guilt (Children and Servants) if you go ont 


— YyY_w T3 


—— 


fuch Opportunities, Your Parents, Maſters and Miſ-— 
treſſes, only ſee your Compliance with the outward 
Form ; but Gon ſeeth your Heart,; whether you 
like Reading and Prayer or diſlike it; whether you 
concur in it or not; whether yon come to it with 
Averſion or Deſire. And be ſure to remember, that 
Family-prayer will not excuſe you from /ecyet- Prager; | 


Sn 
* 


* 
3 


Account, It is * great * upon an ow 


n 


oned in the Life of Mr. Bailey, a Miniſter of New | 
Frgland ; that his Mother took him one Day; while | 


centious Converſation, coming to know how fuita- Fe 


ginning of his Converſion. You that are Childres | | 


Heritage.” Are you called to daily Reading and 


from profaning it? ſo much the better. If yon de 


of ſuch Families unenlightened and unedified. Let 0 ; Y 
ne exhort you; to«be careful and forward to attend 


Prayer in your' own. Chambers, and on . your own 


. 50 4 farious Anpaes tm thee. RY Dil. & 


- £ to be bad in a good Family ; to be a_prayerleſs Wretc | 


in a praying Houſe ; to have no Deſires after Goo, 
no Humility, no Gratitude, no Love, while Pray 
is daily preſented. , To continue ungodly in a god. 
by Family, or to go ungodly out of it; what a horrid 
Thing will this be! What dreadful Reflections wil 
it occafion hereafter, in this Life, or in an Eternity 


of Miſery There may be ſome Circumſtances, M 


which it. may be lawful and neceſſary for Servany 
to leave praying Families, and Providence may cal 
their Lot in prayerleſs Houſes, In this Caſe it i 

their Duty to be ſo much the more diligent in-Reading 
And ſecret Prayer. But if they chooſe ſuch Houſe, 
becauſe they diſlike the Work of Devotion and t 
lgious Reſtraint, they are very criminal in the Sight 
of Gop, and ſhow a wretched. Stupidity and Hard- 
neſs of Heart. Let all who have been educated in 
praying Families, remember what Gob-; and Ma 
will expect from them, and often conſider what the 
do, more than others, And while they continue is 


\ ſuch Families, let them ſhow all Readineſs and Ple 


| ſure in attending on Family-worſhip, and endeavour 
to improve it to their Edification and Uſefulneb 
in future Life, and Preparation for Eternity. 
3. I cannot conclude this Subject, without a Worl 
of Exhortation to ſingle Perſons, -or thoſe who ar 
- Lodgers or Boarders in other Perſons” Houſes. 


As for you, my Friends, if the Houſes in whid 
you reſide are Houſes of Prayer, it is your Duty 
deſire Leave to join in it, in whatever Manner © 
-, Form the Worſhip be conducted, provided it be graf 

and edifying. But in prayerleſs Houſes, if mom 


A : 


Dif. 6. wha prafife FaunLy worry. 151 


i Servant of your own, you are undoubtedly to ; 
pray with him or her, as your Family, and commit - 
ted to your Care; as in the Inſtance of Efther men» 6 
tioned above: and you muſt ſo much the more 
carefully give yourſelves to Reading, Meditation, and 
Prayer in private; teach and admoniſh yourſelves, 
and improve every publick Opportunity. of joining 
in ſocial Prayer. Let your Tempers and Lives alſo 
how that you live near to Gon, and keep up Com- 
munion with him in ſecret. Thus will your own 
Chambers be as a tie Santiuary to you, as the 
Ha of GOD and the Gate of Heaven.” 
Le me exhort all, eſpecially the young. to * | 
tivate the Gift of . Prayer, by ſtudying the Scriptures, . 
committing to Memory the devotional Expreſſions - 
with which they abound, or which are to be found _. 
in pious Writers, and endeavouring to impreſs thein 
Hearts with an habitual and- ſerious Senſe of Gon. 
Let them alſo earneſtly implore the Aſſiſtance of the 


to pray. I beg Leave to obſerve upon this Sube 
je, | that Afeciations of young Peaple for Reading, | 
Prayer, and religious Conference, have not ofily a 
good Effect to inſtruct and confirm them in Reli · 
gion, but to fit and diſpoſe them for the Perform · 
ance of Family-worſhip, when they enter upon 
Houſes of their own. They tend alſo to remove the 
chief Objections againſt it, by increaſing their 
Qualifications for it, and their Love to every Ry 
that will promote their religious Intereſts. 
Thus (my Brethren) 1 have finiſhed what I in- 
tended upon this important and intereſting Subject. 
I ay remains that I commit it, and you, to the 


 _ 
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Spirit of Gop to ! help their Infirmities and teach them 


Pe * * 
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 Blefling of Gop ; earneſtly praying, in the * 


of the Text, that he would come unte you, | and in- 


eline you to the ſteady, regular Practice of this 
Duty; increaſe your Gifts and Graces; meet and 
bleſs you in all your Acts of ſecret and ſocial Wor. 
" ſhip, and enable you, in every Reſpect, to walk 
within your Houſes with à perfect Heart. I have one 
Favour to beg of you; that when, in your Family. 
"worſhip, you are making Interceſſion for othen, 
and eſpecially the Miniſters and Churches of Chrilt, 
you would put up -a Petition or two expreſily 
ſor your own Miniſters, and the Church to which 
you ſtand related. We defire this, for our 'own 


| Sakes, and for yours; as it will diſpoſe you, your 


Children and Servants, to pay the more ſerious Re- 
and to our Admonitions, and to eſteem us in Love 


for our Work's Sake; and it may procure far u | 


more of the Influences of the Spirit to Tevive the 
| Intereſt of Religion. May that Spirit, - as @ Spirit of 
Grace and Supplication, be poured-out upon you all! 


May all your Houſes be Houſes. of Prayer and Piety! 
And by theſe Exereiſes, may you and yours de 


trained - up to join the devout, holy, and happy Fami- 


ly above, which ſerveth Gop Day and Night, with - 


out Wearineſs, without Ceaſing, and without End! 
—— | conclude this Diſcourſe and Subject, with the 


Words of Joſhua ; * If it ferms evil to you to ſerve the 


4 Lord, after all that hath been faid to engage you to 
it, chooſe you this Day whom: you will ſerve ; but, a 
OE AION we aul ſerus the Lord, 

| uE END. 
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AT HER of Men, thy Care we bleſs,. 0 

* Which crowns our Families with Peace: | 
From Thee they ſprung, and by thy Hand _ f 
Their Root and Branches are ſuſtain'd. wenn | 


2 To Gop, moſt worthy to be prais'd, 7 

Ze our domeſtick Altars rais'd; „ 

Who, Lord of Heav'n, ſcorns not to duell 

With Saints in their obſcureſt Cell. - 2 
3 To Thee may each united Houſe, | 


— 


Morning and Night preſent its Vo wa: 


Our Servants there, and riſing Race 5 f 
| Be taught thy Precepts, and thy Grace, © 
| „ 3 


| 4 0 may each future Age proclaim . | 
"The Honours of thy glorious Name; © e | 
| While pleas'd, and thankful, we remove r 

To join the Family above. TVT. 
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LORD DAY: 5 


With two Diſcourſes on the HeavenLy Srare, 
conſidered under the Idea of a Sanarh. |" f 
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der to keep the Lonv' s Day _ 
conſidered. 


ee ji. 3. 


_ GOD created and made. 
46 . 
S the 2 of the Lord's Day is the great 
Support of Virtue and Religion in the World, 


in particular Souls, I deſign, with the divine Aſſiſt- 
a general View of the Subject; an Account of what 
the Scripture ſays and requires, concerning our Ob- 


lgation to obſerve one Day in ſeven holy to the 


the Subject have ſaid, for proving and enforcing it, 
— To introduce the Subject, I have choſen the 


Account which Mo/es gives us of the firſt Inſtitution of 
In the, _— Chapter, he had in- 


the Sabbath. - 


formed us of the Creation the W 


in ſix' Days; 
aid then | adds, that on the, 2 n Da) 


ded, 


_—_ 


The Obe N which Chriſtians are un- 


And 0 0 05 ble Jed the ſeventh Day, and gans its + 
becauſe that in it he had refted from all his * * 


and the Means of ſtrengthening and encreafing them 


ance, to give you, in as ſhort a Compaſs as I can, 


Lord; and what the molt conſiderable Writers on 


„ 605 on-+ 


— — — * 8 
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n 2 he Obligations of . cin fia, p DIC, 1. 


| ded, or, as it may be rendered, Gop had. ended his 
Work, which he had made: and he refted on th | 
Seventh. Day. This cannot mean, that he was tired 
and wanted Repoſe; for * the everlaſting Gov, the 
Lord, the Creator of the Ends of the Earth, fainttth 
not, neither is weary: it only means, that he ceaſed 
from Work, as he had finiſhed what he then iuten - 
ded, and compleatly executed the Plan he had form- 
ed, Maſes then adds in the Text, that GOD 
| ' blefſed the ſeventh Day and ſanctißed it (the particu, 
lar Meaning of which I ſhall afterwards explain) 4 
cauſe that in it he had refted From all his Work, which 
. GOD had created and made. In treating 2 Sade 
je&, 1 propoſe to ſhow, . , 


tant 
I. The Obligations Chriſtians are under to oblem 2. 
| the Lord's Day. | | Time 
II. The Manner in which i it is to be 2 my 3. 
kept holy. _ be ar 
| mi. 1 fhall urge tome 4 ad . w worſh 
engage you to keep it holy: : and then, + 
I. Conclude the Subjet with ſome. Senn iii 
vſeful Inferences.— And may the Son of Man; wio Wi 5. 
is Lord of the Sabbath, graciouſly proſper this feeble I ſelf, 
1 Attempt to promote che more religious Obere dabba 
tion of it! 1 BY | PI 
I. I am to ſhow the Obligations Chriſtians al in th. 
a ander to obſerve and ſanctify the Lord's Day. of pet 
To ſhow their Obligations in general, it might be 7. 
ſufficient to confider, what the New Teſtament faith gp 
e 80 


en this Head ; e 
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deal of Debate in the World about it, it wilt be 
proper to take a larger View of the Subject, and to 
conſider what Reaſon dictates, and what the Old 
Teſtament required, concerning the publick Worſhip 

of Gop at ſtated Times. By this Means, I hope, 
we ſhall have a ſtronger Idea of our Obligations to 
obſerve it, and ſhall be better able to jadge of the 
Manner in which it is to be obſerved. — What is moſt 
important and uſeful on the Subject may, I think, 
be comprehended under the following Propoſitions, - 
which I deſire may be confidered in their e 
ion with one another. 


— 


1. The publick Worſhip of Gov is a | molt 1 impor. 
tant and neceſſary Duty. 


2. It is reaſonable and neceſury, that ſome fated 
Times ſhould be appointed for. it. FL 


3. It is reaſonable and proper, that there mould 
de an Agreement between different Communities to : 
worſhip Gop at the. ſame Time. 


4. At the Creation of the World, Gov 8 
one Day in ſeven to be ſeparated for religious Uſes. 


5. When he ſet>apart the Fewiſh Nation to him- 


ſelf, he expreſsly commanded the 9 of hs 
dabbath - day. 


6. That Command i is ſo placed, ak 1 experts, 
in the Law, of. Moſes, as to ſhow. that it is wen, 
of peculiar and diſtinguiſhed Regard. 


7. Chriſt and his Apoſtles directed and encou- 
nged the ſeparating. the fark Day of the Week: for 
tie Service of . 


H 2 „ 
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, N moſt evident, that - rAat Day "bath been 
eſteemed ſacred by aer in n N — 0 


Which I add, 


9. That the Obſervation of 1 it is, upon the __ 


7 of ſuch great Moment, that eee and R500 


_ will ſtand or fall with it. 


Give me leave, my Brethren, to illuſtrate theſe 
Particulars; which I will do as clearly as the Nature 
. of the Subje& and my- Capacity will admit. —T9 
begin then with that which is the Foundation aud 
Support of all the reſt ; 4 Ws 


1. The publick Worſhip of Gov is « mot cod! 
cant and mene Duty. pn Ws 


This appears froin the Light: of Kina and may 
be argued from Principles of Reaſon only, without 
any Knowledge of Revelation, or even the Suppok- 
tion of it. The Worſhip of Gop implies in it, u 
Acknowledgment of his matchleſs Perfections, of out 
conſtant Dependance upon him, and innumerable 
Obligations to him: ſo that it is as much a Die. 
tate of Reaſon and Morality, as any of the Offca' 
of Juſtice and Charity, or the Duties of Self-govert- 
ment. The one as directly reſults from our” Rulatiũ 
to GOD, and receiving every Thing we poſſeſs fron 


him, as the other reſults from our Relation to out 


Fellow creatures and the Regard we owe to our owt 
Intereſt and -Happineſs. Reaſon teacheth us to ak 


Favours from Men- with Reſpe& and Humility ; and 


to acknowledge the Receipt of them with Gratitude. 
It is therefore fit we ſhould pray to Gov with the 


| moſt. humble and reverent Dif e a _ 
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zim with the warmeſt Gratitude. — To this it muſt 
be added, that publick Communities and Bodies of 
Men, are as much under the Protection and Care of 
Goo, as the particular Perſons that compoſe them. 
They, as Members of Society, have diſtin Wants, 
Dependancies and Mercies, which ought to be ſepa- 


ately acknowledged; that is, in ſocial Worſhip. 
They have ſocial and publick Sins to lament, Muſeries 
to deprecate, and Favours to aſk. Man, as a Crea- 


.ture formed for Society, ought io ackbowiedys exit » 


worſhip Gov in Society, It is a proper Acknow-. 
ledgment that we are, in common, indebted to Gop 
and depend upon him for ſocial Bleſſings. By ſuch 

Worſhip a publick Honour, is done to the great Gop, 
the univerſal Parent, Which he highly deſerves. Such 
Acts of Worſhip are neceſſary to preſerve upon Men's 
Hearts a conſtant Senſe of GOD's Providence and 
Covernment, and their neceſſary Dependance upon 
bim. They keep alive that Veneration for Goo, 
and Senſe of his univerſal Preſence, which is the 
great, Support of Government, and of the Peace and 


good Order of the World. Further, it is fit G | | 
ſhould be worſhipped by Many together; becauſe tze 
miled Devotion of an Aſſembly hath a natural Ten- Wi 


dency to animate the Piety and Zeal of each par- 
ticular Member of it; as paying Homage to a com- 
mon Governour, and reverencing a common. Parent, 
bath a Tendency to promote, in all that concur in it, 
the Regard and Gratitude they owe to him. It is alſo 
adapted to promote Benewvolence, F rienaſhip and good 
Correſpondence among themſelves, by allaying any 
Heats and reconciling- any Differences, that may 
uiſe among them. God, as the Author and Pre- 
| - H z „ - =O 
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| ſerver of onr Lives, deſerves to be Weben ad 
| hath a Right to our beſt Services; and honovring 
and ſerving him in Publick tends to promote our 
Veneration for him, our Obedience to him, our Love 


to one another, and to increaſe the Pleaſures of 
Devotion, — Reaſon alſo ſuggeſts to us, that public 
Juſtructiont are uſeful to ſupport the Honour of Re- 
ligion, and expoſe the Malignity of Sin; to inform 
the Ignorant and Inconſiderate, who in every Place 


and Nation are the Majority; to guard Men againſt 


the Snares of Life, ſtrengthen good Reſolutions, and 
fit them for Uſefulneſs in this Life, and Happineſs 


in the next. It is proper theſe ſhould be; given is 
| 4/jemblies, as it is a common Concern; as by this 


Means Knowledge is more eaſily and widely COMMU» 
nicated; and obſerving others attentive and affected 
hath a natural Tendency to make us ſo. Let ne 
juſt add under this Head, that the Importance and 


Neceſſity of publick Worſhip hath appeared evident to 
the Underſtandings of Mankind in all Ages and Na- 
tions. Scarce any Nation hath been ſo ignorant and 
barbarous, but there hath been ſome kind of Homage 
paid by it to its Deities; and Care hath been taken 


by all Lawgivers, by inſlituting publick Worſhip, u 
ſupport the Opinion of ſuperiour over-ruliag Powers. 


Publick Worſhip then appears a moſt | reaſoncble and 
wieter Duty. 8 


2. It is eafonable and' andthe; that ſome | Rail 
Times ſhould be appointed for it, in acer to the 


Joint Performance of it. 


It is neceſſary that thoſe AQions, which are our 
pr nl Duty, | _ havs Some _ oo 


— 
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to them. Our Obligation to publick Worſhip carries 


in it an Obligation of devoting and conſecrating 
ſome Time to it. Without ſach an Appointment, _ 
ome would never worſhip Go at all, and others. 
only upon ſome extraordinary Emergencies. It feems 
zzreeable to Reaſon, that both Men and Beaſts ſhould , 
have ſome certain Portions of Time allowed them 
for Re, more than juſt the Sleep of the Night: 
4 conſtant unceaſing Labour every Day, would wear 
them out too faſt, and quickly render them inca- 

pable of thoſe Uſes and Services, for which the 
Creator deſigned them. Reaſon directs us, that 
ſuch Creatures as we, dwelling in Bodies, in a 
World full of Labour, Temptations and Amuſe- 

ments, ſhould have ſome Time for retreating from 
them, in order more effectually to attend to the 

Concerns of our immortal Spirits. This is neceſ- 

ſary to fix deeper upon the Heart, the Principles, 
Rules, and Motives of Religion; to leſſen the In- 
fluence the World kath upon us, to ſpiritualize the 
Soul, and train it up for Immortality. And it 


ſeems agreeable to Reaſon and common Senſe, that 


it is better to appoint one whole Day for religious 
Purpoſes, in a certain Period of Time, than to take 
a Part of ſeveral Days: becauſe this is more likely 
to anſwer the Purpoſes of Religion, to keep the 
Concerns of this and another World more diſtin& - 


and ſeparate, and prevent making frequent Inte- 


roptions in the neceſſary Buſineſs: of this Life, which 
would be attended with great Inconvenience to Fa- 
milies and to Society. Theſe Days ſhould not be 
ſo frequent, as to hinder our neceſſary Purſuit of 
ſecular B and providing for _ Body; aud yet 

ä 7 85 0 


Manner; others following their Buſineſs or their 


interrupt and divert it. Without an Agreement in 
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| ſhould be ſa near to one another, as 0 prevent 
the Thoughts of Religion from being loſt, and en- 
able the Mind to recolle& them with greater Eaſe, 
To this may be added, that as Gov. is the Autbor 
of our Time, and, by his preſerving and providing 
Goodneſs, lengthens it out to us, it is fit ſome Pan 
of it ſhould be devoted to his more immediate Ser. 
vice; and that the Gop, in e Hand the Lives 


and Times of all Mankind are, ſhould be devoutly - 
acknowledged by them. | 


3. It is reaſonable and proper, thab tvs ſhould 
be an Agreement between different Communities or 
Societies, to worſhip Gov. at the ſame Time... 


This ſhould be the Caſe, at leaſt of thoſe who 
live in the ſame Nation, and under the ſame, Go- 
vernment. Without ſuch an Agreement upon a fixed 
Time, the Appointments of different Perſons: and 
Societies would interfere ; all would be Diſorder and 
Confuſion ; ſome obſerving a Day in a religious 


Sports, which would be an Interruption to the Wot- | 
ſhippers. Societies, be they ſmall or large, have 
a a mutual. Dependance upon, and TranſaQtions with, 
one another: and it would be an Hindrance both 
to ſecular and religious Buſineſs, if ſome were en- 

an ha in one, and ſome in the other. It is of 
great Importance, in Order that the Ends of Wor- 
| ſhip be anſwered, chat it be carried on with due 
Attention, and every Thing avoided, which would 


ſome ſtated Times, chere would be frequent Inter. 
ruptions 3 ; as is often. the Caſe 1 in Week-day-leftures 
Beides, 


| 
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Beſides, there is a particular Beauty and Advantage, 
in a whole Nation or large Community worſhipping - 
verther. The Reflection is pleaſing to every devout 
and benevolent Mind. It tends to promote Love, 
and increaſe our kind Regards to our Fellow-wor- 
ſhippers. It is peculiarly honourable to Gov, and 
emboldens our Hope of the Acceptance and Succeſs 
of Prayer, when large Moltitudes join in it. By 
ſuch an Agreement alſo, publick Inſtruction is com- 
_—_— to many at once, and the Inſtruction, be- 
g of general Concern, becomes. more ſtriking and 
wel. To this I may add, that there ſhould be 


ſome ſtated Day for publick Worſhip, that Men. may 


contrive their worldly Affairs ſo, as to join in it; 
and that the ſtupid and inconſiderate may be obliged 
to attend ſuch Services, and receive ſuch Inſtrue - 
tions, as may be * to 5 their Virtue and 
Uſefulneſs. 

Thus far has: we hos gone by: the Light of 
Nature and the Dictates of Reaſon. And could we 


eo no further, «this would be ſufficient to ſhow the 


Reaſonableneſs and Importance of : obſerving that 
Day, which the Laws of our Country require to be- 


kept in a religious Manner. What hath been al- E 


ready ſaid may be illuſtrated by obſerving, that in 

almoſt all the Nations of the Earth, there have been. 
ated Days and Times for publick Worſhip,. in which 
they have laid aſide their common Cancerns, and 
folemnly engaged in Sacrifices and other Rites, which 


they apprehended to be of a religious Nature, and ac- 


ceptable to their Deities, It feems, therefore, to be 
an evident Part of: the Law of Nature, and agree-- 
able to the general Senſe off; 3 that there 
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mould be ſuch ſtated Times for publick Worlhip 

_ And as Men, were. it left to them to appoint ſuch 
Times, would probably either over-do- or! under-do, 
it ſeems. worthy of the divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs / 
do appoint ſuch. a Proportion of Time for Reſt and 
religious Worſhip, as may neither, thro" its Pre- 
- quency, break-in upon the neceſſary Cares of Life, | 
nor thro? its Unfrequency, loſe: its valuable Iatention 
and Effect. We have good Aſſurance he hath done 
this; and ſhall find that both Reaſon and Revela- 
tron. herein beautifully agree, and increaſe our Ob- 


ligation to Ten reg "89 on . 
fore to obſerve, 5 b 


4. At the Creation of the World, Gos appoin 
ted one Day in n to be 8 for 1 
| Purpoſes, SET | 

When He had AP} Man gon the Earth, He | 
would not leave him without fo important a Means 
of promoting Religion. Accordingly we are told in 
our Text, that GOD: blied the ſeventh Day and 

Jandified it; He diſtinguiſhed it from, and exalted it, 

above, the reſt of the Days; bleſſed it for the Uſe 

of Mankind. He ſanctified it, that is (as the Word 
often ſignifies) Separated it from a common to a rehgious 
and holy Uſe. It is alſo ſaid, in the fourth Com- 
maaandment, where this original Law bs referred to, 
that © GOD Bleſſed and hallowed it; plainly inti- 
4 mating, that God would communicate ſome particu- 
lar Favours on that Day; command a Bleſſing on 
thoſe that obſerved it, and make it a comfortable and | 
i Happy Day to them. This, you will obſerve, is the 
=: ff OR or . Law WT GOD, * 
p ma 
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made the World. It was appointed, becauſe Gov 


had then ceaſed from his Work, It was therefore 
intended to lead Men's Thoughts to Goes „as the 
creator of all Things, and thereby preſerve them from 
ldolatry and Impiety ; from worſhipping the Creature 
and neglecting the Creator. This Law, you will alſo 


obſerve, was given to Man, while he continued inn 


cent, before his Apoſtacy and Fall from Gob and his 


Duty. It was given to Adam, when in the full Vi- 


gour of Body and Mind. And if the Obſervacion of 


ſuch a Portion of Time was needful and proper for 


kin in theſe Cireumſtances, it is undoubtedly much 


more ſo for as, his degenerate Offspring. Our Lord 
ſeems to refer to this primitive Inſtitution, when he 


obſerves, that * the Sabbath war mad for Man, a 


mt Man for the Sabbath ;* “ it was ordained for the 


Reſt and Benefit of Men. Some Perſons indeed have 
ſuggeſted, that the Text was introduced by Moſer 
here, by Way of Anticipation, and only refers to 
the fourth Commandment, whieh was given to- the 


Jeus about two thouſand-five hundred Years after. 


And this they argue, becauſe there is (as they ap- 
prehend) no mention made of the Obſervance of the 1 
Sabbath between Adam and Moſer. -But the Notion | 

appears to me very groundleſs.. We can never thick Þþ 
(as I hinted above) that Gon would leave Men || 


without ſeparating ſome Time for his Worſhip by 


his own expreſs Authority, There ſeems no Reaſon I ö 
why Moſes ſhould have mentioned the Iaſtitution, 


juſt after his Account of the Creation, except it was 
then to take Place. Beſides; there are ſome Rea- 
ſons, from the ſhort Hiſtory: of the Pairiarehs, to be- 


lieue 
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: eus they did obſerve it; particularly i in che Hiſtory | 


of Noah, where we read of his ſending * the Dove 


out of the Ark at the End of /even Days, and again 


at the End of other /even Days. This ſeems to 


intimate, that Noah meaſured his Time by Weeks, 
of ſeven Days each; and that the ſeventh Day was 
2 Day of ſome peculiar Solemnity. And ſome have 

72 15 thought that © Cain and 4bel's offering their 8acii- 

_ - fice in'Proceſs of Time,” f (or as the Original is, at 
the End of the Days) is a more early Intimation of 


the Obſervation of the Sabbath. This may be fur. 
ther argued from the Command which Moſes delivered 
to the Iſcaelites, even while they were in Egypt, eon · 


ceerning the Obſervation of the Paſſover, that * on 


the firſt Day of unleavened Bread, there ſhould be 
a holy Convocation; fa Day on which they were to 
do no Manner of Work, and were to aſſemble for the 
Service of Gon. A Day of holy Convocation is in 
other Places called a Sabbath. 5 As Mojes. doth not 
explain the Meaning of this Expreſſion, it ſeems 


plain, that they knew it, and had obſerved Sabbaths 


and holy Convocations in Eg Opt. But what ſeems to 


put this Matter beyond Doubt, is the Hiſtory of the 
firſt falling of the Manna upon the 1/-aelites, above a 


Month before the giving of the Law. We are told'that 


bon the Arth Day the J/aclites had gathered wice 


as much Bread as they had done on each prece- 
ding Day.* || This aſtoniſhed the People very much, 
as it was done without Deſign; till Mo/es explain- 


ed the Reaſon of this Miracle in thoſe very fe- 
markable Words; * "This is that aohich the Lord hath 


ſaid; 


bad Gun, vill, 12, 10 Gen. iv, „5 Exod. ii, 16, 


& Lev, xxiil. 24, 32, 39% || Exod. xvi 23. 
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ſaid; Ti o-morrow is the Reft of thi Holy Sabbath Ants 
e Lord, Now we know not when the Lord had 


aid this, but at the Creation. It is added, when 2 | 


« ſome of the People went out to gather on the 8ab- 


bath, the Lord ſaid, Hoa Jong refuſe ye to keep . 
Cimmandments and Laws * See, for that the Lord 


jath given you the Sabbath, therefore ſhall ye not 


go out of your Place on that Day.” Meſes, you. ſee,, 
talks to them of the Sabbath, as of an Inſtitution well; 
lian among tem; and 'Gop deſcribes it, as one of : 
the Commands of the Law he had already given 
them. So that here was a ſtanding Miracle, during: | 
their Abode in the Wilderneſs, to confirm the di- 
vine Inſtitution and Authority of the Sabbath, as the 
Manna never fell on that Day. Some have thought,, 
that, during their Settlement in Egypt, they might. 
have been obliged, by their tyrannical Maſters, to; 
negle&t the Obſervation of it; and the J/gelites,; 
having been there above two hundred Years, . the 
Knowledge of it might be almoſt loſt among them + 
therefore Gop, by this Miracle, called it to their 
Mind, and renewed the ſolemn Command to obſerye 
it on this ſtriking Occafion. In like Manner the 


original Law of a Man's having only one Wife, tho* 


a Law from the Creation and a natural Law of 5 
Cod, was in a great Meaſure loſt in the World. 


till Cyri by his Doctrine, reſtored it to its Au- . 


thority. But it ſeems more probable, from what 1 
have juſt mentioned, that they had kept up the 
Memory of the Sabbath, and had obſerved it, as 
well as they could, in Egypt. The Hiſtory indeed 
of the Parriarchs is very ſhort; and therefore we 


cannot expect Partic of the Manner and Time | 
id | | 
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bol their Worſhip. But the Silence of A. 5% on that ion t 


5 the Uſe of that Rite occurring from the Time of 


and Moon by. their Revolutions meaſure - out Dai 


Head will no more prove that they did not obſern 
the weekly Sabbath, than the Silence of the 'othey 
ſacred Hiſtorians between Meſes and David, who ſay 
not a Word about it, will prove that it was nc 
obſerved in that Period, as it certainly was. The fame 
may be ſaid concerning Circumciſon: no Inſtance of 


Joſhua to John tlie Baptiſi. Let me remark further 
on this Head, how the fourth Commandment: is in- 
troduced: it is thus, Remember the Sabbath -day; the! 
ſeventh Day ic, not hereafter /hall be, the Sabbath: 
and, in the Repetition of that Law in | 
Keep the Sabbath-day, as the Lord thy Gop cn. 
manded thee : Where Gon ſpeaks: of the Sabbath az 

a Law already in/tituted, and enforces it by ſome Ar- 
guments peculiar to themſelves. Nor can I think it 
an Obſervation of ſmall Importance in the preſent 
Caſe, that in almoſt every Nation of the Earth 
which we read of in ancient or modern © Hiſtory, 
their Time was divided - by Weeks, Now there ap- 
pears to- be no natural Reaſon for this. The Sun 


bis Ser 
Thu 


the dab 
Labour 


Months and Years; but not Weeks. There hach is, aft 
alſo been a conſiderable Difference among ancient Mc o D 
Nations, about the Length of Months and Y my 3s here 
and different Nations have had them of Days“ 
Lengths: but all their Weeks have been exactly * thing 

een Days. Now I ſee not how this is to be ac Pays, 
counted for, but by ſuppoſing that all the Tribes ef Re 


Comm 
Day, , 


of Men were once acquainted with the Inſtitution of 
the Sabbath; and had ſome, original Law for this: 
ID, Ern of 1 x which was _— by Tre 
Rs „dition 


15 
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lition thro” ſucceeding Generations. And tho? the 


;then Nations, yet in many others, ancient and 


r religious Solemnity. Some ancient Writers a- 
nong the Heathen mention this, and. ſpeak of it 

a general. Cuſtom and Practice; and two: of the: 
noſt ancient now extant, ſpeak of the ſeventh Day 
/acred. * Nor were they likely to borrow this Cuſ-: 


ave derived it from Tradition. Theſe Arguments: 
ppear to me ſufficient to prove, that the Sabbath- 


n the World from Adam to Mess. We obſerve, cy 


z. When Gop ſet apart the Fewws as his peculiar 
*eople, he expreſsly commanded the SanAification 1 
be Sabbath; that a ſeventh Part of their Time 

ſhould be kept as a Day of ea and en, ke 
his Service. 


Thus the fourth Commundment runs, 1 | 
the Sabbath Day to keep it holy : fix Days ſhalt. thow 
Wbour and do all thy Work, but the ſeventh Day, that 
bs, after thoſe ſix, is the Sabbath of the Lord thy 
COD; ye all do'mo Work thereon.” Nothing more 
here expreſily enjoined, but that after every fart 
Days? Labour there ſhould be oze Day of Reſt. No- 


Days, in order to fix upon the ſeventh, as the Day. 
f Reſt. In the Reaſon | given for obſerving this 
Commendment, it is ſaid; ©* Gop reſted the ſeventh. 
2a and beſet. (not. the ſeventh * the Sabbath, 


IL OO 


Jeſign of that Diviſion might be loſt among fome | 
zodern, one Day in each Week hath been a Feſtival: 


om from- the Fes, whom they hated, but rather to 


vas inſtituted from the Beginning, and was obſerved _ 


thing is ſaid of the different Method of computing 


=» 2 TY 77 = 


1 The Obligations i Chntiaie. bil 4 


day and hallowed it.” It was bleſſed and hallowed, 
as appointed to be 2 Day of Reft, not as it was the 
| ſeventh Day of the Week: and ſome have Fe. 
concluded, that this remarkable Change of | 
|  fion was intended to ſhow, that the ſeventh Day of 

the Week was not of the Eſſence of the Sabbath; 
and that this Commandment would be till binding, | 
what ever Change of the Day the. great Lawgiver 
might make. Sabbath is a Hebrew Word, which fig- 
nifies Ret; and intimates. one great End for which 
it was inſtituted ; namely, that Men and Beats WW devote: 
might reſt from their uſual Labours. The Reaſons Service, 
of the Command are annexed to. it, namely, God it of us 
claims a peculiar Property in the Day; it is the memora! 
Sabbath of the Lord thy GOD. His Example is alſo have. a 
urged, He refied the ſeventh Day: and alſo his ſanc- they to 
tifying and bleſſing it; the Lord bleed the Sabbath Sin, De 
day and hallowed if. The I/raclites were often re. conclude 
minded by Mo/es of this Law : they were required hence it 
to keep God's Sabbaths and reverence his Sanc- bath is 
tuary: and an additional Reaſon, a Reaſon: peculiar Will tice of 
to them, was given, when Mo/es repeated the ten World. 
Commandments to them, Remember thou waſt 2 ind ak 
| Lervantiin the Land of Eg yr, and the Lord thy Goo and wa! 
brought thee out with an out-ftretched Arm, there- 9. + 
fore He commanded thee to keep the Sabbath-day.'* py 
It was commanded before, as a Day of Ref 
and Religion; but the Reaſon here given, hath 
2 Reference to the particular Circumſtances of Ab- 
ſtinence and Reſt, which were enjoined upon 7hen; 
as the peculiar People of Gop, diſtinguiſhed from 
. Nations by a dame Law. It was not 
| f appointed 
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appointed to commemorate their Deliverance from 
gut: the Paſſover, an annual Feaſt, was inſtituted 
for that End : and there was nothing in that De- 
hverance likely to ſuggeſt the firſt Idea of it, or 
render the Obſervation of one Day in ſeyen proper. 
Now tho?, as we ſhall afterwards ſhow, the Obſer-.' 
nation of the ſeventh Day is repealed, and we ars 
required to obſerve the fr Day of the Week; yet 
this Law ſhows it to be reaſonable, that we ſhould - ©, 
devote as much of our Time to Gop's Work and 
Service, as they did, and that He expreſsly.requireth. 
it of us. It is as reaſonable, that we ſhould com- 
nemorate Gop's, Work of Creation, as they. We 
have. a nobler "Deliverance to commemorate, than 
wey had; even our Deliverance from Ignorance and 
Sin, Death and Hell, by Jeſus Chriſt, — Let me 
conclude this Diſcourſe with obſerving, that from 
hence it appears, that the Sanctification of the 8Sab- 
bath is agreeable to Reaſon, and hath been tlie Prac= 
tice of Gop's People in all former Ages of the 
World. * Stand 'ye therefore in the Ways and ſee,” 
and aſk for the o/d Paths, where is the good Way. 


and walk therein, 1 ye ſhall 2 1 for 2 2 
dali. f | 


+ Jer. vi. | 16. 


1 5 


DISCOURSE. bY 


2 A 1 A 


a ; = 3 FE « þ 
235 | . N n 
2 * 
: | 
* 0 


7 he Obligations whack Chriſtians ate un- 


der to keep the ARE 45 Din. 21 
| conſidered, | 


„ 


. : b * Dn Pan. 


Exodus xx. 2— 9 


Nemember the Sabbath-day, to keep it Jo.—Six Dor 


© ſhalt thou labour, and do all thy Woeri.— But the 


| ſeventh. Day is the Sabbath of the Lond. thy God: 


zn it :¹ν,νihalt not do any Work, thou, nor thy Son, 


nor thy Daughter, thy Man Jertvant, nor hy Maid | 
ee nor thy Cattle, » nor Foy Sie anger that 1 18 will 


Bieſed the Sabbath-dey, and hallowed „ 


* 


peculiar Excellency, that he is capable of con- 


ſidering, and worſhipping his Maker, and was made 
for that Purpoſe. But being compoſed of a Body aud 
à Soul, 


the Neceſſities of. the meaner Part take up 
great Portion of our little Time, while we are in 
this Life. Gov hath therefore, wiſely and graci- 


du ſet · apart a Day for us; one of each ſeven, 


* a 
— 
— 


| ea ves 7 Fail. * 12 aud all that a then? 
dis, and reſted the ſeventh Day: wwherefore the — 


MON G all the viſible Creatures; it is Man's | 
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to be appropriated to our nobleſt Employment, the 
contemplating and the. ſolemn worſhipping of his 
Majeſty. I have already entered upon the Proof 'of 1108 
this Doctrine; and have obſerved-——Thart the publick 1 
Worſhip of God is a moſt important and neceſſary ' 
Duty —It is fit that ſome ſtated Times ſhould de 
appointed for it—It is proper that there ſhould be 
an Agreement between different Communities to offer: 

up their ſocial Worſhip at the ſame Time—At the 
Creation of the World, Gop appointed every ſeventh 
Day to be ſeparated for religious Uſes—When He ſet- 
apart the Jewiſh Nation, as his peculiar People, He 
expreſsly commanded the Obſervation of the * | 
4% —I now go on to obſerve, EE + of 


6. This Commandment is ſo placed and Are 
in the Meſaic Law, as to ſhow that i it deſerves e 
and diſtinguiſhing Regard. = 


Much hath been Sena hae leaned ets 
prove, that the fourth Commandment is no part of 
the noral Law; and as much by others, to prove that 
it is. By the moral Law we mean, thoſe. Duties, n 
vhich reſult from the Nature of Things, our Rela- 
tion to Gop and dne another; which may be known 
vithout an expreſs Revelation, and which oblige all 
Mankind, Perhaps the many Debates upon this Head 
may be eaſily compromiſed by this Remark ; that the 
Command is partly moral, partly poſitive.* The 
Obſervation of /ame Proportioh of Time for Reſt and 
publick Worſhip, is of a nora Nature, deducible from 
the Light of Nature, and univerſally binding. But, 
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Circumſtances relating to the Reſt: and the Wor- 
ſhip, may be altered at the divine Pleaſure. And 
this Remark it will be of conſiderable [importance 
| for you to remember. The particular Day of the 
Week and many Circumſtances relating to the Reſt 
| and Sacrifices of it, enjoined. upon 
merely. ceremonial.” But there are ſeve 
- tions that ſeem to me ſufficient to prove, that the 

general Commandment here given to keep a ſlated 
Day holy, is moral, and that the great Lawgiver 
hath eſtabliſhed this as a Law univerſally binding, 
© that after fix Days Labour about the Buſineſs of 
this World, the ſeventh Day ſhould be kept holy.“ 
| In the former Diſcourſe, I took Notice of the Re- 
ference: here is to the original Inſtitution - of the 
Sabbath; - eſpecially as it is introduced with the 


Word, remember. I would now obſerve, that this is 
one of the ten Commandments; all the reſt 'of which 


are allowed to be of a moral Nature, of univerſal 
and perpetual Obligation. This, as well as the ref, 


was ſpoken by the Voice of Gop at Mount Sinai, | 
amidſt Thunder and Lightning, Eire and Smoke. 


Some indeed have ſuppoſed (in order to obviate this 


Argument) that Gop intended to have ſpoken all. 


the other Laws, even the ceremonial ones, in the 
ſame Manner, had not the 1/rael:ths. been terrified 
and unable to bear it. But Gop knew that would 
be the Caſe: and therefore He ſeems. to me to have 
intended only to have ſpoken theſe ten Command- 
ments, as being of the greateſt Importance ; as He 


Would have them, by this Circumſtance, impreſſed and 


a perpetually fixed on their Memories, and engage the 
| tailor * of their JIE to. thus This 
: 15 


fi 
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is confirmed by recollecting. that this Command, 
wich the reſt of the ten, was written on Tables of 
gene, by the Hand of Gow himſelf; to ſignify the 
Perpetuity of 'the Commands: and farther, it was 
ordered, that theſe Tables ſhould be kept in the Ark, 
over which Gon- dwelt in a Cloud of Glory; ſo 
that they were put, as it were, under his Eye and 
Care, and were the fundamental Laws of his Go- 
vernment of Hracl. Now theſe Circumſtances have 
particular Weight in the preſent Caſe, and ſhow 
that theſe Commands deſerve -peculiar and diſtin» 
guiſning Regard.———Obſerve further, the Sabbath is 
repreſented as a Sign between Gon and them for 
ever, * a perpetual Covenant. By obſerving it, they 
were to teſtify their Belief in Gop, as the Creator of 
all Things; to profeſs themſelves his Worſhipers * 
and Servants, and diſtinguiſh themſelves from Atheifty | | || 
and /dolaters. So that the End for which it w'was 
enacted, is evidently moral. Let it be further ob- il 
ſerved, that Mees was always concerned to ſecure 

the Sanctifcation of this Day: and he urgeth it by 
frequent Commands and various Motives, When 

de is giving theJ/raelites Directions about the Feaſts 

of the Lord, and the Manner in which they ſhould 

be kept ; he begins with the Sabbath, as the chief, | 

moſt ancient and important. + But it is ſtill more 

to our Purpoſe to obſerve, that the later Prophets, 

who were the great Reformers of J/rael, the Guar« 
dians and Reſtorers of the moral Law, as the Prieſts 
were chiefly of the ceremonial, firenuouſly inveigh 
againſt the Profanation and Abuſe of the Sabbath, 
jult as they do 3 va immoralities: while 


- they 


. Rand, nan, 16 8 | {4am ah 322 
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| they comparatively ſpeak ſlightingly of all ceremss 
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| nial Obſervances. They put the Profanatio ve 
Sabbath upon à Level wi Idolatry 5 _ 
_ Swearing, and Murder; as appears by £: M —_ 
of Paſlages in their Books, particularly pg . 
remiah, Ezekiel and . Amos: Paſſages which ĩt eber 
be too long to quote. Thus they intimate, LY ne 
Obſervation of -the Sabbath has ſomethin ia _ 
ceremonial in it. I think alſo there is. co fg ke 
ble Weight in what a good Writer N thi _ 
- je@ hath urged, from Fame; ii. 10. There hw e 
poſtle ſays, © whoſoever ſhall keep the be . no 
of - Gop, and yet offend in one Point, he is ens 
of all; for He that ſaid, Do not commit Ad — yg 
ES Do not kill. Now if thou SETS _— 
altery, yet if thou kill, thou art a | . C 
art 2 The Apoſtle's facing We of As 8 
78 ommandments, plainly ſhows,” that the wöch bor relit 
La (of which he ſpake) is the en Commandnent | 

And for the ſame Reaſon as he mentioned the ful mw 
and /eventh, he might have mentioned the Hir and 2 
Fourth, and have ſaid, if a Man commit no Mar — - 
\ ther nor Adultery, yet fwears profanely or breaks es 
 Gov's Sabbath, he is guilty of all. The Anthon - * 
ty of the Lawgiver is deſpiſed, and the Law Joſe i $ 10h e 
Credit by Men's violating it in one Point. Ther- SY | 
| fore Gop muſt be diſpleaſed, and the Tete | 3 
of the Law deſerved, by a wilful Trangreſion i 
the fourth as well as the Arti or /eventh U =p 
the whole, tho' it ſhould be pleaded, that the 75 2. ws 
iſe Time, or one Day in ſeven, is not of unive <0 
ſal and n e z yet the ſetting-apa * 


ple be 
„ bk 
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ime ſtated Time for Gop's Worſhip is. undoubtedly 3 
ſo: and ſetting-apart one Day in ſeven, as appoin- 


ted by the Example and Authority of God,' parti- 5 | 


cularly in the fourcrh Commandment, is of | 
tval Obligation to all thoſe, who believe the divine 

Authority of the Bible. Thus much then of the 
Law of the foureh Commandment is ſtill in Force, 
and the Reaſon and. Obligation perpetually binding. 
This is the Sentiment of the Church of England; ; and 
therefore, after the fourth Commandment is read, 
the People anſwer, * Lord, have Mercy upon us, and 


« incline our Hearts to keep this Law.” Bat the 


eden of this will further N under — 1 


7. mn and his 1 have directed wy en- 
couraged the ſeparating the firſt Day of * Week | 
for religious Purpoſe. 


Some of the Prophets foretold, that, 1 55 the IL 
chriſtian Diſpenſation, weekly Days of publick Wor- 
ſhip ſhould be continued. Thus, after 1/aiak had 
deſcribed the Glory of the Maſtan's Kingdom, and 


declared that Gop's Salvation was near to come, 
he ſaith, * bleſſed is the Man, who Kreperh the | | | 
Sabbath from polluting it.“ And more expreſsly, | | 


ſpeaking of the latter Day, when Jeu and Gen- 
tiles ſhall be united, he ſaith, from one Sabbath ro 
another ſhall all Fleſh come to worſhip before me. 
Alſo in that obſcure Viſion of Ezekiel, concerning a 
glorious Temple, which is generally thought to refer 
to the Goſpel, he ſpeaks of, the Gate of the Tem- 
- ple * ſhut on the 11 wording Days, but on the 

| Sabbath 
: „. 1 ! + Us nk, 93; e 


— oes: aw. 
N . 
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| Sabbath and the new Moon .it ſhall be opened,” thx 
is, on the Days of ſolemn Worſhip, | which, @ 
in the reſt of the Viſion, is deſcribed in Figures ty 
ken from the Jewiſh Ritual.—But not to lay much 
Streſs on theſe Paſſages, it is very evident, that 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles declared, that the Fewjk 
Sabbath, as it was kept on the ſeventh Day and 
by the particular Rites and Reſt. required in the 
Law, was to be aboliſhed ; and yet that they put Ho 
nour upon the firſt Day of the Week, The former i 
evident from all. thoſe Paſſages, that ſpeak. of the 
Abolition of the Me/aick Law; eſpecially, * lt a 
Man judge you in Reſpect of an  Holy-day,, or of the 
new Moon, or of the Sabbath-days, which are 1 
| Shadow of Things to come.“ Now if we have 1 
chriſtian Sabbath, we have not the Sub/tance of tholt) 
good Things, which the Fewi/k Sabbaths were the 
Shadow of. lt is plain our Lord aroſe from the 
Dead on the firſt Day of the Week, the Day after 
the Jewiſi Sabbath. On that Day, and again a 
that Day ſe'ennight, he appeared to his Diſciple, 
when they were aſſembled together, that is, for 9 
ligious Worſhip.” + Then he bleſſed them, inſtruc 
ted them, breathed on them, and gave them ſenſible 
Proofs of his Reſurrection. Now there appears to 
be no Reaſon why the particular Day of theſe ie 
veral Appearances of Chriſt ſhould be ſpecified, 
except it was to point out the chriſtian Sabbath 08 
the firſt Day, and that they were then met for d- 
vine Worſhip. At Pentecoft, which was then the fil 
Day of the Week, the Holy Spirit deſcended upon 

| the A Poſtles, furniſhed * with extraordinary Gift 
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ind Powers, and gave them amazing Succeſs . 
preaching the Goſpel. . It appears to have been 
the Practice of the Apoſtles and. firſt Chriſtians, to 
meet on that Day for religious Worſhip. On the 
* firſt Day of the Week, when the Diſciples came to- 
gether to break Bread, that is, to receive the Lord' s 
Supper, Paul preached to them.” t They did not ap- 
point a Meeting, | becauſe Paul was there; but he 
took the Opportunity of their a Meeting on 
that Day, to preach to them. Hence it appears 
to have been their common Cuſtom ; a Cuſtom pe- 
culiar to them as Chriſtians, and derived from him, 
from whom they derived Chriſtianity itſelf, When 
St. Paul directs the Corinthians to make a Collec- 
tion for the Saints, he orders them to lay-by in 
Store on the firſt Day ef the Week; * and gave the 
ſame Orders to the Churches of the Province of Ga- 
latia. t The Reaſon evidently was, that they then 
met-together for publick Worſhip, and then it was 
moſt convenient to put Money into a common Stock 
under the Care of the Deacons. Thus be decla- 
ted his Approbation of their Practice, and confirmed _ 
the Cuſtom, —— It is further to be obſerved that | 
dt, John [PRONE of his * being in the Spirit on % 
Lord's Day. $ This proves that there was ore par- 
ticular Day of the Week, diſtinguiſhed from the 
reſt by that Title: and that it was the firſt Day 
is plain, becauſe in the New Teſtament, there 
„ no other Day fpecified for chriſtian Worſhip 3 
nor any other but the firſt Day of the Week, ſtyled 
the Lord's ; 5 Day, by wid 12 den ancient chriſtian 
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ſurrection on that Day; and is a ſtanding Evidence 


of that Fact; on which Chriſtianity is founded. 


It may alſo be fo called, becauſe the Lord's Supper 


 _ was then adminiſtered ; and alſo becauſe it is to be 


ſpent in religious Exerciſes, which more directly 
tend to the Honour of Chriſt, than our worldly 
Labours can do. Thus the Lord's Supper is dif. 
tinguiſhed from our own Supper, and ſo called be. 
cauſe inſtituted by Chriſt, So we ſpeak of the Lord's 
Prayer, to diſtinguiſh it from other Prayers. There- 
fore the Expreſſion of the Lord's Day muſt fignify, 
a Day choſen, inſtituted, and appointed by the Lord 
Jeſus, to be employed in his Service and to his 
Honour. It is true indeed, we do not read of the 
particular Inſtitution of this Day,” And the Reaſon 
| ſeems to be, the violent Prejudice of the Fecv in 
Favour of their Law, and the Offence that any Al. 

teration in their holy Time would have given them. 
But it is evident, "Chriſt hath inttituted publick 
Worſhip, becauſe he hath commanded the Cele- 
bration of his Supper, which is, by his and bis 


Apoſtles? Rule, to be attended with Prayer and 
' Praiſe, When then muſt this Service be performed 


but on the Lord's Day, to which it ſo well agrees! 
Beſides, Actions make a Law where they ſufficiently 
publiſh the Will of the Lawgiver, without Words, 
The Practice of the Apoſtles, under divine Inſpire 
tion, ſhows, what was the Will of Chriſt in this 
Reſpect. And it is very probable among ma 
Things, which Chriſt / taught and commanded his 
. Apottles, during his Stay on Earth, after his. Reſur- 
Pn, there were Direction n to this % 
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ind the Manner of obſerving it: at leaſt, that the 
Spirit, whoſe infallible Conduct their Lord promiſed . 
them, gave them ſuch Directions as were, neceſſary 
pon this Head. Their Practice is a ſufficient Rule 
to us; and, compared with other Particulars above- 
mentioned, is a Law to us, and an Obligation upon 
60. — I may add, that there might be no Oceaſion 
for a new Law upon this Subject, if what ſome 
learned Men have attempted to prove, be true, 
that the firſt Day of the Week was the Sabbath, till 
the Law was given; that then it was altered to 
the ſeventh, to preſerve the Jews from Idolatry, as 
ſome of the Heathen worſhipped the Sun on the 
firt Day of the Week. And they obſerve, that as 
the firſt whole Day that Adam lived was the Sabbath, 
it ſeems natural, that he would call that the firſt 
Day of his Week. So that in that Caſe, when the = | 
Jrwiſh Law was repealed, Chriſtians would naturally LES! 
return to the firſt Day of the Week. But this is veryG9Þ RW 
doubrful ; and what we obſerved in the former Diſ- 
courſe, concerning the ceaſing of the Manna on the 
ſeventh Day, ſeems to prove the contrary. This 
however is evident, that our Lord had Authority 
and Power to fix upon any Day of the Week, which 
be thought proper, for religious Worſhip: ſince as he 
himſelf informs us, the Son of Man is Lord even 
of the Sabbath-day. » Tt is an Ordinance of his 
Kingdom. He changed it to the firſt Day of the 
Week, to ſhow his Authority in his Church and 
Kingdom :- and becauſe. he was to free his Diſciples 
from the Yoke of the Law, and the peculiar Ab- 
linences W on the Jewiſh Sabbath. „ „„ 
| I 2 - Sabbaths LO 
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Sabbaths had been appointed, among other weighty 
Ends, to keep them a diſtin People in their Worſhip 
and Rites ; but that Reaſon now ceaſed. Chriſt cane 
to be the Saviour of all Men, to proſelyte all Nations 
to his Religion and admit them to its Privileges 
It was therefore proper there ſhould be an Alteration 
of the ſacred Day: and the Heathen would be more 
| likely to attend chriſtian Worſhip on the firſt Day, 
on which many of them reſted from their Labour 


and worſhipped their Gods, than on the Sabbath of 
the Jeaus, as they had ſo great a Contempt of that 
Nation. — 
of the Week was not (as was hinted above) of the 


To this I may add, that the preciſe Day 


E/Jence of the Sabbath in its primitive Inſtitution, 
The Alteration of the Time doth not repeal the 


Law, nor alter its Nature and Obligation; 200 
more than changing the Rites and Ceremonies of 


Worſhip alters the Nature and Obligation of the 
fecond Commandment. The general Reaſon of the 
Thing, and its original Appointment, oblige all u 
obſerve a Sabbath, and the Authority of Chriſt con- 
fines -it to the firſt Day of the Week. We obſene 


one Day in ſeven to commemorate the Creation, and 
the firſt Day of the Week to. commemorate Chrifts 


Reſurrection : ſo that our Lord's Day includes both 
the Parriarchal and Fewwi/h Sabbath, as far as they 
are binding, and alſo the Chri/ian Sabbath. Le. us 


advance a Step further, and obſerve, 
8. The firſt Day of the Week hath been kept 


ſacred by Chriſtians in * — Age, eve 


| to this 8 
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| We have ſeen already, what the Practice of the 
Apoſtles was. They ſometimes, indeed, attended the 
Jeu Synagogues on their Sabbath-days. ' But it 


was partly for the Sake of meeting the Feavs there 


and preaching to them. At the ſame Time, we 
know, they obſerved the firſt Day as a Day of Wor- 


ſhip. They might at firſt attend the Jewiſli Syna- 
gogues with a View to join in their Worſhip ; other- 
wiſe they muſt have neglected publick Worſhip, till 


they had converted a ſufficient Number in a Place 
to form a chriſtian Church. Many of the firſt Chrif- 


tians in Judea and other eaſtern Nations, obſer- 


— 


ved both Saturday and the Lord's Day, as Days of 


Worſhip, in Compliance with the Prejudices of the 
Jews, till their Polity was deſtroyed and they ceaſed 


from being a Nation: Juſt as the Apoſtles obſerved 
ſome of the Jewiſh Rites, which were chiefly, if 


not entirely, of a” political Nature, till that Time. 


But the early chriſtian Writers ſpeak of the firſt 
Day of the Week as fixed and appointed by Chriſt 
himſelf, In their Addreſſes and Apologies to the 


Heathen, they call it Sunday; that they might know 


what Day they ſpoke of, becauſe the firſt Day wa 


ſo ſiyled by them and dedicated to the. Sun, whom 


many of them worſhipped, as Monday was to the 


Moon, and ſo on. But they generally called it The | 


Lord's Day, and never the Sabbath. Pliny, a Heathen 
Writer, tells vs, that the Chriſtians met together on 
a /ated Day for Worſhip, One of the early Fa- 


thers ſaith, - « Reaſon and Cuſtom require us to 


© honour the Lord's Day, and obſerve it as a Feſti- 


val.“ Another tells the Heathen, © On the Day | 
called 10 all of us that live in Cities or in 
. . RG. 


*. 
m 
äↄ—ä—ä———4— ON —— — ͥ — 2 —— ans — — 
n 


— — 


K* A ³ ˙ A 


= —᷑ 
* * 
— ——— — — — — — I IS ESPE con 


— 
— 


— 
. * — — N — — 
W ————xñů — ä 
— — ——— K ã q œ—[ 2 — ͤ— — 
7 4 £ tt Pa? 
— 


— — — — 
rr 
—— — 


2186 , The Obligations of Chriftian 
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the Country meet together for Worſhip.” Teri. 
lian tells us, The Heathen thought the Chriſtians 


70 worſhipped the Sun, becauſe they .met together 
© for religious Service on the firſt Day of the Week. 


All the antient Writers ſpeak of the Lord's Day 


with the moſt . honourable Titles; as the Nuen 


and Empreſs of our Days; the chief of our Days; 


Day-/olemnities. They all harmoniouſly declare, that 


they kept this Day on Account of Chriſt's Rejur- 


refion : and many of the Chriſtians in Europe faited 


on Saturday, that they might not ſeem, to obſerve 


any Sabbath with the Jeu. The primitive Chriſ- 
tians were known among the Heathen by this par- 


_ ticular Circumſtance, the ob/erving of the Lord's Day. 
When the Emperor Conſtantine the Great, became 
a Chriſtian, he enjoined the ſtrict Obſervance of the 


Lord's Day : obliged his heathen. Soldiers to ref 
retire into the Fields, and pray to the true Goo; 
and he compoſed a Form of Prayer for their Ute, 
There were many good Laws made. by the ſucceed- 
ing chriſtian Emperors, yea by our Saxon Princes, 


for the religious Obſervation of the Lord's Day; 


particularly by Ina and Alfred. And ſeveral Coun- 
cils held in this Kingdom, about a thouſand Years 
ago, publiſhed ſome Edicts to the ſame Effect. And 


I need not ſet myſelf to prove that it hath been 


obſerved ever ſince. Hence ir appears, that the 
Obſervation of the Lord's Day is no Novelty, ſtat 


ted by any particular Se& or Party of Chriſtians, 


but hath been the general Senſe of the whole 
chriſtian World, ſadly divided as it hath been + 
_ . rr Thing elſe. ns * apoſtolica 

; | "TG 


Publick Worſhip they call by the Name of Lord 
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practice, and the Cuſtom of the primitive Chriſti- 
ans, and every ſucceeding Generation of Chriſtians, 
are a good Direction to us, and confirm the Evi- 
dence that this is indeed a Duty, which our great 
Lord, Sovereign and Maſter, 8 78 of us. I would 
obſerve, once more, 


9. The SanQification of the Lord's Day is, upon 
the whole, of ſo great Moment, that Chriſtianity, 
both in Profeſſion and Practice, will ſtand or N 
with it. 


It is certainly well laid to bring to our firjons 
Thoughts, the Wonders of creating Wiſdom, Power, 
and Goodneſs :- to remind us of our Redemption 
by Jeſus Chriſt: to lead us to commemorate his 
Reſurrection, which confirmed the Truth of his 
Doctrine, declared him to be the Son of Gop 
with Power,” teſtified that his Sacrifice was accep- 
ed, and enſures the glorious Reſurrection of his 

faithful Followers. It muſt therefore, ſurely, be of 
the greateſt Importance to obſerve it, Had this In- 
fitution been entirely negleRed, it is very evident 
Chriſtianity would long ago have been loſt in the 
World, without ſome miraculous Interpoſition to 
ſecure its Continuance. Sabbaths and Sacraments 
keep up the Knowledge of the grand leading Facts 
of the Goſpel, They were peculiarly uſeful in this 
View, before Printing was invented; when Copies 
of the New Teſtament were extremely ſcarce and 
dear, and ſo very few could buy them; and be- 
fore Learning was ſo much cultivated, fo that very 
few could read. Even to the preſent Day, with 
all our glorious Advantages, moſt of the Know-. 

wo 4 | ledge 


* 
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ledge of Religion that many, yea it is to be feared 


5 that moſt, have, is owing to what they hear on 
the Lord's Day. Were the Obſervation of this Day | 


dropt but for one Year, how would Ignorance gain 


ground? To what a Height would Profaneneſs 2· 
riſe? It would be a more fatal Blow to Religi 


than all the weak Attacks of Infidels and Free. 
thinkers. Not to mention its Advantages as a Day 
of Reſt for Man and Beaſt, let us remember, that 
the Law of the Sabbath is the Hedge and Fence 


of all the reſt. If that be once broken down, an 


Inundation of Ignorance, Superſtition and Vice will 
break-in upon us, and bear-down every Thing 


that is ſacred and valuable. It is the great Sup- 
port of Virtue, and Guardian of its Power. It 
keeps Piety alive, and ſpreads the Knowledge of | 
natural and revealed Religion. Were this Day made 
common, and the Reverence of it loſt, or only 


kept as a Day of Reſt and Idleneſs, Men would 


employ. it wvor/e than other Days, as they gene- 


rally do Holy-days of Man's appointing. Sad Ex- 
perience ſhows, how ſoon ſerious Impreſſions are loſt; 
how difficult the beſt of Chriſtians find it to keep 


a Senſe of Religion lively and vigorous, from one 
Sabbath to another. Men have ſo little Leiſure on 
other Days for turning their Thoughts to ſeriots 


Subjects, that, if there were no ſuch Inftitution as 


this, or this was generally neglected, they would 


become. as rude and ſavage as ever: Piety would fly 


from us, and Juſtice, Fidelity and Sobriety would not 


ſtay long behind. Hiſtory and Experience ſhow us, 
that where the Sabbath hath been moſt ſeriouſly and 
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more religiouſly ſpent. This ſeems to have been the 


this Day. Our own Laws do this very remarka- 
bly; forbidding, under certain Penalties, any ſecu- 


in private. And therefore, to neglect the Obſer- 
vation of this Day, is Di/oyalty as well as Impiety 3 j 


and every good Man ought to be ſubject to ſo. 


reaſonable a Law, not for Fear of the Penalty, but 
for Conſcience ſake, —— Beſides, in the preſent Cir- 
cumſtances of the chriſtian World, if Men will not 
join in religious Worſhip on ti Day, they are un- 
der a Kind of Neceſſity of neglecting it altogether ; 
and thereby not only contradicting the Rules of 
Revelation, but the Dictates of Nature and Reaſons 


Piety and Benevolence. 


ſters and private Chriſtians, much wiſer and better 
than 1 pretend to be: much more, when they are 
conſidered in their Connexion, and it is carefully 
obſerved, how they ſupport, and throw light upon, 
one another. If any of you think there is any Part 
of the Argument fails, let me intreat you to con- 
ſider, that, if you can ſuppoſe the Law of Chriſt doth 
not fix one Day in feyen, it is fit ſome Proportion 
5 3 . of 
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iow thoſe that compoſe them, have been moſt 

eminent for Knowledge, Piety, and every Branch of 
Goodneſs, Religion will never revive among us, 
till the Sabbath is more regularly obſerved, and 


Sentiment of all Chriſtian Lawgivers : therefore they _ 
have enacted the ſtrict and religious Obſervation of 


lar Work or Labour, Sport or Diverſion; and en- 
joining the Duties of Religion both in publick and 


To ſum up the whole: each af theſe Arguments | 
ſeem to me very juſt and weighty; and have 
cone ſo to many hundreds and thouſands of Mini- 
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of Time ſhould be fixed: and what is more reaſon 
able and fitting in itſelf, than to ſeparate for m- 
ligious Purpoſes, that Proportion of Time, which the 
_ Wiſdom of Gop certainly ſeparated, at the Crea. 

tion and under the Fewi/h Diſpenſation ? Suppoſe 
the Proportion of Time only a p9#tive Inſtitution; 
yet it is evident concerning all poſitive Inſtitutions, 


| that there muſt be ſome natural Reaſon for appoin- 


ting them, and that a Being of infinite Wiſdom diſ. 
cerns it, tho' we may not; becauſe He hath required 
us to obſerve them. Accordingly, thoſe Divines, 
who have denied the Morality of the Sabbath, az 
enjoined in the fourth Commandment, have yet inſiſ. 


ed on the religious Obſervation. of the firſt Day of 
the Week. One Day in ſeven hath been found by 
long Experience to be attended with no Inconveni+ 


rice, upon the whole, to the natural Rights and 
ſecular Intereſts of Men. And the Proportion of 
Time hath never, that I can find, been complained 
of. It is as little as can well be allotted for the 
Reſt of Man and Beaſt, and for the Improvement 
of our Minds and Morals: and therefore, . on the 
Principles of Reaſon, and Piety, Benevolence, and 
Humanity, yea, I may add, Decency and good Man- 
ners, it ought to be obſerved. I do not ſuppoſe, | 
cannot ſuppoſe, that you, my Friends, needed all 
_ theſe Arguments to convince you of our Oblige 
tion to obſerve the Lord's Day. But I was willing 
to "ſtrengthen your Conviction of that Obligation, 
and thereby better diſpoſe you to attend to what, 
| Gop willing, I may lay before you, concerning the 
proper Manner of obſerving the Day, and keep- 


; ing it ; and to follow the Directions. — 1 
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hope you will not think me uncharitable, if I con- 


clade this Diſcourſe with ſaying, concerning 88 
ſervation of the Lord's . (as Mr. Baxter doth 


concerning Family-worſhip) * If any yet object to 
© the Reaſonableneſs and Uſefulneſs of it, one Grain 


of true Piety and the Fear of Gop, will do more 


to remove their Gee, than ten thouſand 


: Arguments,” 
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| The "ERA in which the Lon 8 Day i is 


to be obſerved, particularly; as a 155 of 
Keſt, conſidered. 


145 Iviii, 13, 14. 


72 


I/ thou turn away thy Foot from the Sabbath, from 


deing thy Pleaſure on my holy Day, and call the Sab- | 
bath a Delight, the holy of tht Lord, honourabli, 
and ſhalt honour him, not doing thine own Ways, | 
vor finding thine own Pleaſure, nor ſpeaking thine 
own Words: then ſalt thou "7 _w_—_ 4 in the 
Lord —— 


TT was a favourite Maxim among the Jews, 
that * The Sabbath weigheth againſt all the'other 


* Commandments; * becauſe if the Sabbath be duly 
obſerved, the reſt of the Commandments will be 


made known, the Obſervation of them inculcated, 


| and Men will be diſpoſed go obey them. From 4 


Perſuaſion, that there is a great deal of Truth and 


; Importance in this Maxim, and from a Deſire, that 
you may be complete in all the Will of Gon, Ian 


handling the Subject of the Sanctification of the | 
1. The 


— 
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I. The Obligations Chriſtians are under to e 
and ſanctify the Lord's Day. 


II. To ſhow yon the Manner, in which ir is to be 
obſerved and kept holy. 


Il. To urge ſome Arguments and Motive to en- 
gage you to keep it holy, — and then conſider what 
Inferences the Subject furniſheth us with. 


I have already confidered the Obligations we Chriſ. 
tians are under to obſerve and ſanctify the Lord's 
Day ; and enlarged upon theſe Propoſitions—That the 
publick Worſhip of God is an important and neceſ- 
ſary Duty. —It is proper there ſhould be ſtated 
Times appointed for it. — and an Agreement be- 
tween different Societies to worſhip at the ſame Time. 
— At the Creation of the World Gop appointed one 
Day in ſeven to be ſeparated for a religious Uſe. 
—When he gave the Law to the Jewi/k Nation, 
He expreſsly commanded- the Obfervation of 4 
Cabbath. — This Commandment is fo placed and 
expreſſed in the Law of Moſes, as to ſhow that it 
is worthy of peculiar and diſtinguiſhed Regard, — 
Chriſt and his ' Apoſtles directed and encouraged the 


ſeparating the «firſt Day of the Week for the Ser“ | 


vice of Gop, and it is called the Lord's Day in 
Remembrance of the Reſurrection of Chrift. — It is 
evident, that this Day hath been obſerved 28 4 
Day of Ref and Worſhip by Chriſtians in every 
ſucceeding Age, — And the Obſervation of it is of 
ſo much Importance, that Chriſtianity, both in Pro- 
ſeſſion and Practice, will ſtand or fall with it.. If 
you have, ſince my laſt Diſcourſe, complied with 
wy Deſire, in ſeriouſly n theſe Propoſiti- 


this Head; 
| the Sabbath, that is, from. trampling upon it ; -from 
doing any Thing, that would look like putting 


_ of it. 
Opinion of the Sabbath, to call it a Delight, the 


with the Nature of Things, we ſhall ſoon ſee, in 


194 The Olervation of the Lorp „Dar Dit * 
| ons, and weighing the Force of the Aces 2 


riſing from them, you will, Iam perſuaded, be welt 
diſpoſed to attend to the ſecond N * my 


Subject; where I am, 


II. To conſider the Manner in which 45 L. 


Day is to be obſerved and kept holy. 


Our Text gives us ſome excellent Directions upon 
We are to furn away our Foot from 


Contempt upon the Day, or having mean Thoughts 
We are to have an high and honourable 


Holy of the Lord, honourable ; a Day that Gop hath 


put honour upon; and that we are to eſteem and 
treat as an honourable and delightful Day. Upon 
this Day, the Text tells us, we are to honour G OD, 


by not doing our own Ways, finding our own Pleaſurt, 
or Speaking our own Words: And all this becauſe 


it is GOD's holy Day. This Thought, you ſee, is 


repeated; it is G O D's holy Day, and therefore ought 


to be ſanctiſied. Conſidering theſe Directions in 


Connexion with the fourth Commandment, with 
other Rules relating to the Means of Religion, aud 


what Manner the Sabbath is to be obſerved ** 
kept holy: namely, 


I. By a Reſt from all worldly dab and Ems 
. ployments ; ad, 


I. By a holy Diligence i in the proper | Duties of 
5 the Dex. : 
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Theſe two muſt be taken together. The former, 
the Ref? of this Day, is neceſſary for the latter ;. that 
is, the proper Duties of it, We cannot be fit for re- 


ligious Exerciſes without. ceaſing. from Labour; and 
reſting from Labour can never be called /an&ifjing 


or keeping holy a Day, without ſpiritual Exerciſes. 
Let us then attend to each of theſe in their Con- 


nexion. The Lord's Day is to be obſerved and 


kept holy. fir: 


I, By v Ref from all our common Labours an 


* 


Employments.. 


This muſt aa. Red from the Buſineſs a 


of our Callings—and from alt Amuſements and Re- 
creations but Works of neceſſity and Mercy are 
allowable. As this is an Affair of very great Mo- 
ment, you muſt give me leave diſtinctly to conſider 


each of theſe, and ſhow the Reaſonableneſs and Im- 


portance of keeping this Law,—We are to reſt, 


1. From the Buſineſs of our Callings and daily 
Occupations. 


Thus the fourth Commandment runs; © Six Days 


ſhalt thou labour and do all thy Work, but the ſe⸗ N 


venth Day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy Gon: 


in it, thou ſhalt not do any Work> And obſerve how 


poſitively this is forbidden thou ſhalt not do it 


thy/elf, nor thy Sen, nor thy Daughter, nor thy Man- 
ſervant, nor thy Maid-Jervant, nor thy Cattle.'———Im 

like Manner, the Text tells us, we are not to do 
our own Ways, When it is ſaid, in the fourth Com- 
mandment, thou ſhalt do no Work, the Word tranſe 
lated York, is uſed in the Old Teſtament to fignify 
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- . .Reft of the Sabbath were to be put to Death; a 


= i Example of, and put to a dreadful Death. It 


a Man's own proper Buſineſs, or Calling, Trads| or 
Occupation: that Work which, on other. Days, be 
purſues, for the Support of himſelf and Family, and 
the Good of Society. In like Manner the other fir 
Days of the Week are called by a remarkuble Name 
in the Prophecy of Exeliel, the fix working Day..“ 
Under the Jewiſh Law, Perſons who violated the 


they were guilty of an Affront to Jehovah, their King 
and Gop, a Contempt of their great Deliverance 
from Egypt, and preſumptuouſſy diſobeyed a plain 
and expreſs Command. Ye ſhall keep the Sab- 
bath, for it is holy to you; every one that defleth it 


ſhall furely be pur to Death: whoſoever docth any 


| Work therein, ſhall be cut-off from among his Peo- 


ple. Six Days may Work be done, but in the 
"ſeventh is the Sabbath of Reſt, holy to the Lord: 
whoſoever doeth any Work in the Sabbath day, he 


ſhall. ſurely be put to Deatl. . Here Work, in like 
Manner, ſeems to refer to their common Labours, 
and Occupations. ——In that Law there is an ad- 
judged Caſe relating to the Breach of this Precept, 
A Man, who was found gathering Sticks on the 
Sabbath-day, was, by the expreſs Command of God, 
Noned to Death,” x What we render gathering of Sticks, 
may be tranſlated,” and is by the Jeauiſi Docton 
underſtood of, binding-up Sticks ; making them into 
Faggots, either to uſe them in the Way of his Oc- 
-eupation, or pile them up for Sale in the Camp. 
Therefore, to prevent any from purſuing their Trade 
or Gain, on the Sabbath-day, this Man was made 
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was alſo enacted by. that Law, that they ſhould 
reſt on the ſeventh Day in Faring-time, that is, the 
Time of Plowing, and Sowing, and in Har ve; „ 
and no Uncertainty of Weather or Hazard of their 
Corn being damaged, ſhould be allowed a 'Rea- - 
ſon for violating the ſacred Ref. There were ſome 
Laws relating to the Ref of the Sabbath, which have 
been thought to be peculiar to hm; as, that they 
* ſhould not | terns of their Places or Tents on the 
Sabbath-day :* but ir ſeems. to be only a Command 
not to go-out of the Camp; for we can never ſup- 
poſe they were forbidden to go and worſhip at the 
Tabernacle, or join with their Brethren and Neigh- 
bours in religious Exerciſes. They were likewiſe. · 
commanded * not to kindle a Fire in their Dwellings :? 
tho' it ſeems probable from the Connection, that this 
Precept only refers to making a Fire, in order to 
perform ſome Work towards building the 'Taber- 
nacleþ The Fews had many traditionary Laws, 
and ſuperſtitious Rites, relating to the Sabbath, on 
which they laid great Streſs: From theſe Chriſt hath ' 
ſet his Diſciples free, nor doth he inforce the Ref 
of the Lord's Day by ſo awful a Penalty. The Sub- 
ance of all theſe Commands, as far as they concern 
vs, is this; Thou ſhalt not follow ary Trade, or 
worldly Employment whatſoever ; whether it be the La- 
bour of the Body, Hand or Head; working, writing, 
or contriving; which on other Days is purſued for 
the Sake of worldly Enjoyments, and to provide for 
this Life. As Works of Piety are the very Buſineſs of 


ly conſiſtent with be wh which Gon requires; 
„ 


1 Exod, we. . 3 Exod. xv. 3. 


the Day, ſo all Works tending thereto, are perfect- 
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ſuch a8, travelling or Walking to the Place of Pub, 
lick Worſhip ; clothing ourſelves in a decent Man. 
ner; taking ſuch Refreſhment as is neceſſary to ou 
Health, and doing what is then needful for the Health, 
- Comfort, and good Order of our Families. Theſe 
Things, if they take not up too much of our Time 
and too great a Share of our Concern, are no tranf. 
greſſion of the fourth Commandment. But it muſt by 
carefully remembered, that our Trades and Occu 
pations are not to be followed on the Lord's Day. 
All Kinds of buying and ſelling, except in Caſes of 
Neceſſity; employing others about our: Perſons, a 

Barbers, Hair-drefſers, and the like, are a direct Vi 
olation of the original Law of the Sabbath, and of 


the fourth Commandment, Nor is there any Reaſon 


to except thoſe Occupations, which conſiſt in pro, 
paring Materials even for Food. Accordingly NM. 
lemial, like a wiſe and good Magiſtrate, * reſtrained 
and puniſhed thoſe, who ſold V:&#uals, Wine, Grapes, 
Figs, and even Fiſi on the Sabbath-day. And he 
and the Fews entered. into a ſolemn Covenant, that 
if any of the People of the Land were ſo-ignorant 
and profane, as to bring Yiuals to ſell on the Sab- 
bath-day, they would not buy it of them.“ In like 
Manner our own Laws ordain, that * no Trad 
man, Artificer, Workman, Labourer, or other Perſu 
 ewhatſcever, ſhall exerciſe any worldly Labour, Buſs 
meſs, or Work of their ordinary Calling, upon the Lord? 
Day or any Part thereof, under the Penalty of fit 
Shillings. No Butcher is allowed to el Meat; and 
no Perſon whatſoever is 10 expoſe to ſale, any Ma 


Merchandiſe, Fraits, Herbs, or Goods awhatſorver, # * 


V Nehem, xii, 15. 16, x. 31 


Dit. 3 
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the Sabbath. his or any Part thereof, upon Pain ” 


firfetting the ſame.” And how any who profeſs them- 


ſelves Chriſtians, and dutiful Subjects, can direaly 


fy in the Face of Gon and Man by. violating 
this Law, it becomes them to conſider.— Further, 
all unneceſſary Fourneying and Travelling 1s forbidden 
on the Lord's Day, and is unſuitable to the Ref of 
it. In the fourth Commandment, it is expreſsly ap- 
pointed, that the Cattle ſhall do no Work. The 
Reſt is partly for their Sake, for * GOD taketh Care 
of Horſes and Oxen; but chiefly for Man, that his. 
Mind may not be taken-off from better Things. | 
Some Criticks underſtand the Expreſſion in the Text, 
turning away thy Foot from the Sabbath, of zo? travel. 
lrg on that Day. Uſing Carriages and bearing of Bur- 
dens are expreſsly forbidden. Thus ſaith the Lord 
take heed to yourſelves and bear no Burden on the 
Sabbath-day, nor carry Forth a Burden out of your 
Houſe, nor bring it in by the Gates of Feruſalum 3 
but ſanctify ye the Sabbath-day, as I commanded. 
your Fathers.“ In like Manner, our own Law for- 
bids Perſons to travel on their ordinary Occupations. 
on the Lord's Day; and if they are ten robbed, the 
Hundred is not to be anſwerable for it. For any © 
unneceſſarily to take Journeys. on the Day of Gov's 
Reſt, to uſe Cattle and employ Servants; to make: 
Innkeepers, their Servants, or the Servants of their 
Friends whom they viſit, live on that Day, as they _ 
do on others, is a manifeſt Breach of the fourth Com- 
mandment and perverting the End of the Sabbath. 
Men may pretend they travel only between Times 
of BIG Worſhip, and that they can employ their 
Thoughts 


8 6 * * 
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Thoughts very. profitably on the Way: but is thi 
conſiſtent with the Law that the Cattle ſhall reſt? thy 
the Servants ſhall reſt? Can they undertake, tha 


their Example will have no ill Effect, and bring 10 


Diſcredit on the Obſervation of that Day? 00 
Lord ſaith, He that ſhall Srea one of, theſe lia 
Commandments (and you will obſerve he is ſpeaking 
of the Law of Moyes and the Prophets) and fel 
teach Men fo, that is, make others break them by 
what he doth, he hall be called the leaft in the King 
dom of Heaven. And could the Law of the Sab 
bath be called one of the leaf? Was it ſo among 


© the Fews ? Is it ſo under the Goſpel? And yet 


Men violate the Lord's Day to; ſave: a little Money, 
Time, or Labour, or for more convenient Diſpatch 
of worldly Buſineſs. To be content to take a Ses 
mon by the Way, or be at Church at ſuch a Place 


and ſuch an Hour, will not be reckoned ſufficient 


by a holy and jealous Gop. This is dividing the 
Day between Gop and the World: 
He that requires a whole Day for his Service, will 


accept ſuch a Partnerſhip, you would do well to 
conſider. In ſhort, this Rei of the Sabbath is of 


perpetual Obligation; and every Thing that keeps 


the Body from Worſhip, or unfits the Mind for it; 


any unneceſſary Employment of Servants and Cattle; 


or ſuch Work or journeying, as would be of ill 
Example to others, ought moſt carefully to be + 


. voided. — are to keep holy the Lord's Day, 


'. 2. By 4 Reſt from all Amuſements and Recrer 
tions. 5 


 * 2 » 


Matt. v. 19. 


but whether 
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If we are to abſtain' from worldly Buſineſs and 
ſecular Labour, much more from Diverfrons. > Why 
we worldly REmployments forbidden, but becauſe they 
hinder the holy Employment of the Soul? It is cafier 
for a Man to be ſerious and good, to' have his Mind 


fled with holy Meditations,” and enjoy Commumion 


with Gop, at his Work, than at his Sports. And 
one of the Fathers ſays, * It is better for the Maids 
© to be ſpinning, and the Men plowing, on the 
Sabbath, than to dance and ſport and idle away 
« their Time.“ Gop's Defign in ſeparating and 
lanctifying the Sabbath is more perverted by Diver 
ſons than by Labour. The former eſtrange the 
Heart more from God and divine Things, than the 
latter. Diverſions are at all Times hazardous, occa- 
foning a Diſſipation of Thought, endangering a Miſ- 
penſe of precious Time, and are apt to indiſpoſe 
the Soul for religious Exerciſes. But they are a 
moſt ſhameful Miſpenſe of  /acred Time, and a moſt 


Y horrid Per verſion of the Deſign of the Lord's Day. 


Our Text expreſsly requires us, to refrain from do- 
ing our own Pleaſure on Gop's holy Day; and again, 
from finding our own Pleaſure. Now this intimates, 
that there are ſome Pleaſures properly our own, and. 
which are lawful on other Days, but not to be 
uſed on the Sabbath. This therefore we are to at- 
tend to; and not put ſuch Contempt on the 'Sab- 
bath, as to play at any Game, follow any Sport, or 
engage in any Amuſement. This is ſpending the 
Sabbath as a Day devoted to our Luſts and to the 
Devil, and not to God. In like Manner, walking 
abrut in the Streets, or Fields, merely for Amuſe- 
ment, is evidently wrong, and a Thing of very bad 
Example, 
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Example. If it be abſolutely neceſſary for Health, 
it is proper always to walk alone; for tho? your 
Converſation with one another may be religious, jet 
thoſe that ſee you, do not know that; and may 
be encouraged by your Example to idle-away ſacred 
Time.——Frequenting Cefe-hou/es, or other public 
Houſes, on the Lord's Day, to read the News, ap- 
| Pears to. me inconſiſtent with the on Regard due 
to the Day. This leads to vain, and trifling Com- 
pany and Converſation, And to 8 Pfrom the Houſe 
of Gop directly to ſuch Places, is a very wnnaturd 
Tranſition: tends to drive out every ſerious Impreſ. 
ſion; to defeat the Improvement you would other. 
wiſe receive, and to lead others, by your Example, 


into Sin and Miſchief. Beſides this, the generality) 


of Men in Trade have ſo little Leiſure, on other 


Days, for improving their Minds and Morals and' 


 Inftruting their Families, that they ought. not to 
trifle away the leaſt Part of the Sabbath. For 
the ſame Reaſon, I muſt admoniſh thoſe of the other 
Sex, and indeed all of you, againſt Yifting on the 
Lord's Day. When I conſider the general Strain 
of Converſation, at Viſits, I cannot, with the utmoſt 
Stretch of Charity, ſuppoſe, that your Converſation 
at them on the Lord's Day; is always religious 
always uſeful, or even always innocent. Bat ſup- 
poſing it were, your Time might be as well em- 
ployed at Home. You are a Hinderance to the 
Family where you viſit, and to their Servants, 
whoſe Time. 1s employed in providing Entertain- 


ment for you, and waiting upon you. Your owt 


Servants are neglected, who never need your watch · 
ful Eye, more than on the Sabbath; and your Example 
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is likely to have a miſchievous Influence. on your 
Children, Servants and Neighbours. The ſame Rea- 
ſon which I mentioned above meſt be applied here 
that by viſiting after publick Service, inſtead of re- 
tiring for Recollection, Self. examination and Pray- 
er, ſerious Impreſſions are loſt, and the Devil feali 
away the good Seed, ſown in your Hearts, Vou may 
think it a Piece of proper Reſpect and Politeneſs 
to receive your Friends on that Day: but the Law. 
of Gop makes no Allowance of this Kind; and 
whether it is fit to obey Men or GOD, whether 
i: will be worſe to diſpleaſe Men or to diſpleaſe 
(God, judge ye.“ But I muſt above all condemn 
Perſons making, or going to, Feaſts and Entertain- 
ments on that Day: for nothing can be a more evi- 
dent Breach of the divine Law, than ſuch a Prac- 
tice: particularly, as, to moſt of their Servants, it 
is neither a Day of Reſt nor Devotion. — Under 
this Head of Recreation and Amuſement, I muſt alſo 
range, reading trifling Books, and ſuch as are no 
way adapted to improve the Mind in religious Know- 
kdge and Holineſs; and I muſt particularly caution 
you all againſt zale, vain, impertinent Diſcourſe on 
that Day: all unneceſſary Converſation about the 
common n Buſineſs, Concerns, or Occurrences of Life; 

: © becauſe 
lt is related concerning the pious James Bonnell, Eſq; Ac- 
comptant-general of Jreland, that * the Lord's Day Evenings he 
* choſe to ſpend alone, or in ſuch Company, where Religion 
might be the only Entertainment, But the Rarity of fuck 
Company, made him at laſt reſolve to viſit none upon that Day, 
* but the Sick or Afflicted, and to decline receiving Viſits as 
much as poſſible; defiring to converſe only with Gop, and his 


* own Thoughts, till it was Time to call his Family together 
© to ſocial ung | 
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becauſe this is unſuitable to the Deſign of the Day, | 
and expreſsly forbidden in our Text. And | beg 
vou would carefully attend to this Particular, be. 
cauſe I greatly. ſuſpect that we all of us offend in 


Diſ. 3 


ſeaſone 
that e 
ſpeak, 
Jadgm 


ttzhis Inſtance. The Text requires us 20 refrain fron To 
ſpeaking our own Words; that is, ſach Words as are tendec 
proper, lawful, uſeful, at leaſt. innocent, on other muſt ; 
Days. This muſt evidently forbid all merry Stories, ſiſtent 
Jeſts, Converſation about Trade, Politicks, or even to ch 
common Occurrences; except it be to make religi- Play 
ous Reflections upon them, or draw moral Inſtruc- idly 
tions from them, The Tongue is not to fall of Conve 
op worldly Things, nor the Mind to hint of then, ly to 
any more than the Hands to labeur about them, vnanſ 
And it ſeems perfectly agreeable to Reaſon, that the WW r:lity 
general Strain of our Diſcourſe on that Day ſhould bout 
be ſerious, pious, and inſtructive. Conſidering the very 
great Variety of Subjects of this Nature, which the moſt 
Scriptures and the Day itſelf ſuggeſt, it cannot be be a 
very difficult to Perſons, who have any Senſe of Re- on tl 
ligion, to find ſuitable Materials for ſuch Conver- of th 
| ſation; eſpecially after they have been at publick plain 
Worſhip and heard ſo much of divine Things. if Day, 
any think, that what is here required is imprafti- high, 
cable, let them conſider whether the Goſpel doth not of { 
require nearly as much as this from us every Dy. on tl 
Let your Communication, be that which is go, but | 
to the Uf of edi Hing, that it may minifler Grace to no C 
| the nn . Let your 1 9100 be alway with Gract, reli 
ſeaſoned Vice 
= The Reaforablenef of el their Diſcourſe correſpondent wh 


to the Deſign and Buſineſs of a Feſtival, appeared to the F Heathen 
Fee the Beginning of the next Sermon. ON 


7 Eph. iv. 29; | 
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aſoned with Salt. I ſay unto you, ſaith our Lord, 
that every idle, unprofitable, avord, that Men ſhall 


ſpeak, they ſhall give Account thereof in the Day of 0 


jadgment. f 


To ſum up this Particular : ünce it is a i in- 


tended to prepare Men for their heavenly Reſt, 


muſt appear to common Reaſon, exceedingly dude, 


ſiſtent and diſagreeable, for any to give themſelves 


to childiſh Frolicks and ſenſual Entertainments, to 
Play and Sport, walking about, viſiting or ſtaring - 


idly in the Street, and to vain and impertinent 
Converſation. The Command of Gos ſeems plain- 


ly to forbid theſe Indalgences; and it is a ſtrong 


vnanſwerable Reaſon againſt them, that the Gene- 


ality of Men are” neceſſarily employed ſo much a- 
bout the World on common Days, that they have 


very little Time for Religion; and therefore ought 
moſt ſolicitouſly to avoid every Thing that would 


be a Miſpenſe of their /acred Time. Our Pleaſures 
on the Lord's Day ought to be Spiritual, like thoſe 


of the Angels: and a pious Man will never com- 
plain of the Want of Sports and Recreations 'on that 


Day, ſince the Work of a Sabbath is in itſelf the 
higheſt and nobleſt Recreation to him. 1 have read 
el ſome Perſons who have uſed Sports and Paſtime 
on the Lord's Day, to prove they were no Jews; 
but ſuch a Conduct will equally prove that they.are | 
no Chriſtians, It is certainly a Mark of an impious, 
rreligious Man, to make that a Day to improve in 


Vice and Vanity, which Gop hath appointed for 
our Improvement in divine Wiſdom, and ſolid Good= 
nels, —— 1 add, once more, OE” 

® Col. iv. 6. + Mat. Ai. 36, 37 * 
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3. Nan nevertheleſs, Works of Neceſlity and 
Mercy are allowable on this Day. 


| Theſe cannot be ſuperſeded by any poſitive Law; 
nor were they excluded amidſt the Rigours of the 


Fewiſh Law. Our Lord teacheth us, that it is lau- 
ful and neceſſary to take Care of the Brute-crea- 


tures. From his Principles and Arguments, as well 
as the evident Reaſon of Things, it is lawful and 


proper to dreſs and feed ourſelves, to relieve the 


Diftreſſed, to nurſe the Sick, and take Care of 
young Children. It is lawful for Phyſicians and A. 
pothecaries to viſit the Sick on the Lord's Day. But 


then Wiſdom and Piety will require, that, if pol- 


- ſible, they contrive their Viſits. ſo, that they may 
have Time to join in publick Worſhip. And Care 
ſhould be taken by them, that their Viſits on that 
Day, be Acts of Religion and Charity, and not made 


merely as the common Labour of their Calling and 
to get Money. There have been ſeveral Inſtances 
of ' pious Phyſicians, who, ſenſible of this, have de- 


' voted all the Fees they received on the Lord's Day 
to charitable Uſes. Miniſters and chriſtian Friends 


may then viſit the Sick, to adviſe and comfort them 


and pray with them; yet I cannot but think it 


will be prudent, generally, to avoid this, except in 


| Caſes of dangerous Sickneſs ; becauſe their Example 


may be miſchievous, and that of Miniſters more than 
of others. Perſons who have the Care of the Sick 
or young Children, ſhould perform their Services 
for them, as to the Lord, and improve their Time in 
Reading, Meditation, or pious Diſcourſe. If the 
Labour of a few in a Town, for one Part of - 
Lord's 
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Lord's Day, in providing Food for many other Fa- 
milies (as Bakers for Inſtance) will allow many to 
go to the Worſhip of Gop, I cannot ſee any Harm 
in it. 1 ſay Part of the Lord's Day, becauſe every 
one that is able, ought to attend publick Worſhip. 
Pat every conſcientious Perſon and Family ſhould 


contrive to have as little meedful as may be, that 


they may apply themſelves more cloſely to the one 


Thing ab/olutely needful. In ſome particular Caſes,. 


a Journey on the Lord's Day may be neceſſary ; 
but ſuch Caſes can very ſeldom happen: and a good 
Man would look upon the Circumſtance, which ren- 
dered it neceſſary, as a painful one, rather than be 
glad of it as an Excuſe, To make a juſtifiable Ne- 
-/ity, it muſt be ſomething very important and con- 
ſderable in itſelf, and urged by very great and good 
Reaſons. Becauſe the Reaſons for reſting on this 
Day are very great and important, it is not a light 
Matter that ſhould over-rule them. It muſt alſo 
be a Matter that could not be contrived before the 
Sabbath, nor deferred till after it. And it maſt be 
ſomething that would always have the fame Neceſ- 
ity; that is, if the ſame Thing ſhould fall out on 
another Day, all other Buſineſs muſt be forced to 
give way to it.“ But, to travel and viſit Friends 
or purſue any Amuſements on that Day, merely be- 
cauſe the Law forbids us to work; or to negle& 
God's Buſineſs on that Day, rather than negle& 
our own on other Days, which is the Caſe of mot 
that travel on the Lord's Day — this, I ſay, is no- 
ha leſs than Impiety and Diſobedience, and a 
5 K 2 moſt 
* Dr, Wright | | 


| moſt evident Contempt of the divine Law, — Thu 


Labour and Amuſement, very plainly appears to every 


_ reſts, Every Indulgence that tends to prevent our 


Deſign of it, muſt be contrary to Reaſon and Scrip- 
ſuch vaſt and infinite Importance, that nothing elſe 
rous Hearts are too little diſpoſed for divine Things, 


and therefore every Thing that would, in the leak 


carefully avoided, 
is impoſſible for any Miniſter to lay the Line in 


many Caſes, and ſay, this ig lawful, and this 7s 20. 


' countable to him. 
this Subject will appear to many, in the ' preſent 
Day, too ſcrupulous and preciſe, and laying too 


Are theſe the Commands of Gop, or not? I wih 
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much for the Ref of the Day. 

The Rea/onablene/s of this Reſt and Aa ener Gon 
{ſerious Mind. The Reſt of Carle is neceſſary for 


their Health and Serviceableneſs ; that of our Ser. 
wants, for their Health, Comfort and religious Inte- 


attending upon publick Worſhip and to defeat the 


ture, The Mind of Man is limited. 
tend to many Things at once. 


It cannot at- 
And Religion is of 


that can be purſued or enjoyed, deſerves to be com- 
pared with it. — Beſides, our degenerate and treache- 


Degree, interrupt their Attention to _ ſhould be 


Upon the whole, to conclude this Diſcourſe — 


Every Man muit judge for himſelf: but then let 
him judge, as in the Sight of Gop, and "as ac- 
What hath been urged upon 


much Streſs on little Things. But the Queſtion is, 
thoſe who plead for, or allow themſelves in, the fe- 
ſhionable Relaxation from the ſtrit SanRification of 
the Sabbath, would ſeriouſly conſider, not, what i 
the Cuſtom of the Age, but what is 2 what 

| | 6 
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Gop requireth, and what will conduce to the In- 
tereſt of real Religion. I much wiſh that they would 
particularly examine and obſerve, whether the Morals 
of Men are mended, ſince publick Worſhip was more 
neglected and the Sabbath leſs ſtrictly ſanctified, than 
formerly, I entreat them to remember theſe im- 
portant Maxims, That it is our Duty to ab/tain from 
the Appearance of Evil. — That it is good to keep on 
the /afe Side, — That he hath light Notions of Sin, 
and very unworthy Apprehenſions of the Nature and 
of the Law of Gop, who will venture to go to the 
unt Bounds of Things lawful. Let it be further 
remembered — 'That they who do all that is lawfal, 
ſometimes do more: and that happy is the Man 
who hath a tender Heart, and frarerh always, If 


any ſhould, after all, be diſpleaſed, that I have chu -+» Fill 


publickly proteſted againſt their uſual Practices, my 
Apology they will learn from the fullowing Stary. 

* That eminent Divine, Mr. Dod, having preached 
© againſt the Profanation of the Sabbath, which much 
© prevailed in his Pariſh,. and eſpecially among the 
Heads of it, the Servant of a Nobleman, who was 
* one. of them, came to him, and ſaid, * Sir, you 
have offended my Lord to-day.“ Mr. Dod re- 
* plied, „“ I ſhould not have offended your Lord, 
except he had been conſcious to himſelf, that he 

had firſt offended my Lord: and if your Lord 
„will offend my Lord, let him be offended.” 


— | 8 8 
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The W in which the La s Dar is 
to be kept _ conſidered, 


12 2125 viii, 13, 14—. 


| I thou turn away thy Foot from the Sabbath, from 
doing thy Pleaſure on my holy Day, and call the Sab- 
bath a Delight, the holy of the Lord, honourable, 
and ſhalt honour him, not doing thine own Ways, 
nor finding. thine own Pleaſure, nor ſpeaking thine 
own Words : then * Fw thou delight thyſelf in the 
Zora 


T wes 8 Low among the antient Athenians, that 

* During the Celebration of their ſaered Feaſts, 

* no Perſon ſhould do any common Buſineſs or talk 
of any common Concerns ; but their whole Tine, 
Converſation and Labour ſhould be employed 2. 
bout thoſe Things, that related to the Feaſt,” 80 


reaſonable did it appear to theſe Heathen, to forbid 


every Thing that would tend to divert their Thoughts 
from the ſacred Solemnities they were celebrating, 
Such a wife and pious Conduct on our ſolemn 
Seaſons, the Word of Gop demands from us, par- 
ticularly in our Text, —— In diſcourſing upon the 
Sanctifcation of the Lord's Day, we have _ 

| dere 
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dered our Obligations to obſerve and keep it holy, 
We proceeded in our laſt Liſcourſe on this Sub- 
jet, to ſhow, in what Manner it is to be kept 
holy; and I obſerved, that it is — By a Ret from 
all worldly Labour and Employment — more parti- 
cularly, from the Buſineſs of our Callings, from all 
our uſual Labours, from all travelling, buying, ſel- 
ling and the like. — We are likewiſe to reſt from 
all Amuſements and Recreations, from finding our 
own Pleaſures ; from all Sports and Diverſions, fre- 
quenting publick Places, viſiting, impertinent Con- 
verſation; and every Thing that is a Miſpenſe of ſa- 
' cred Time, — Caſes of great and urgent Neceſſity are 
to be excepted. I proceed now to the other Branch 
of Sabbath- ſanctification: the Lord's Day is to be 
lanktified, N 


2. By a holy Diligence in the * Duties of 
the Day. 


When God inſtituted the Sabbath at firſt, it is 
ſaid, He hallowed or ſanctified it; that is, He ſet i it 
apart for religious Uſes and Purpoſes. He ſepara- 
ted it from a common to a holy Uſe; diſtinguiſned 
it from other Days, as in a ſpecial Manner his 
un. He not only refled on this Day, but an- 
tied it; ſo that it is to be obſerved by us, not 
merely by reſting from our Labours and Recreations, 
but devoting it to religious Buſineſs, and employ- 
ing it in a piows Manner. The Ref of the Day is 
to be ſubſervient to the Service and Worſhip of | 
God, and our Improvement in a religious Temper. 
The Text requires us, on this Day, to honour Goo, 
by not doing our own Ways, finding our own Pleas 

K 4 _ 


- Man, as our Lord faith, more than for Beaſts ? Biſlop 
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| F WP or /peaking our own Words.” This plainly ; Inti- 
mates, that on Gop's holy Day, we are to d hi 
Ways; ſeek ſuch Pleaſure and ſuch only, as may 

Properly be called divine; and ſpeak ſuch Words, 
as are ſuited to the Holineſs of the Day, - as more 
immediately tend to the Honour of Gop and the 
Edification of ourſelves and others. From hence it 
plainly appears, that the Lord's Day is not to be 
made a Day of Idleneſs. The Re of the Day is 
the leaſt Part of the Obſervation of it. To ſpend 
the Sabbath in Lazineſs and the Indulgence of the 
_ Fleſh, is ſo far from anſwering: the End of it, that 
it is rather turning it into a Miſchief. Were this 
all that is neceſſary, the Beaſts keep the Sabbath 
as well as Men; and how was the Sabbath made for 


Andrews obſerves, that, To keep the Sabbath in au 
© idle Manner, is the Sabbath of Oxen and Aſſes: 
-© to keep it in a jovial Manner, to ſee Plays and 

Sights, to be at Cards and Entertainments, is the 

© Sabbath of the golden Calf: but to keep it in Sur- 

_ * feiting and Drunkenneſs, in Chambering and Wan- 

© tonneſs, this is the Sabbath of Satan, the Devil's 
© holy-day.'—Man, for whom the Sabbath was made, 

is both Body and Soul. And is the Soul to be he 
neglected ? We are to conſider ourſelves as ſomething 
elſe beſides Fleſh and Blood, and conſult the Interelt 
of our better and immortal Part. We are allowed, 
yea commanded, on ſix Days to do our own Wert; 

a plain Intimation that on the ſeventh we are to 

do GOD's Work, On that Day you are more in- 

mediately to conſider yourſelves as Gop's Servants 


As you __ your Servants Gould, on every = 
Dy 
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Day of the Week, work a whole Day for you, ſo 


Gov expects that you work a whole Day for Him. 
And if this Day be not entirely devoted to religi- 
ous Purpoſes, as far as Neceſſity will admit, you 
ſpend it as your own Day, not as the Lord's, What- 


erer is ſubſervient to the great Deſign of its Separa- 
tion, is to be purſued. There muſt be in our Conduct 
a perfect Harmony with the Deſign of the Day.— 


It is neceſſary that on this Day we aſſemble for the 
public Worſhip of GOD. Accordingly, in the Law 


of Moeſes it was ordained, * that the Sabbath ſhould 


be a holy Convocation, a Day when the People 
were to be called together for Worſhip. There were 


alſo peculiar Sacrifices appointed for this Day, addi-. 


tional to thoſe, that were daily offered. The ninety 
ſecond Pſalm is intitled a P/alm or Song for the Sab- 
bath-day ; which intimates, that Praiſe is to be a Part 
of the Buſineſs of this Day. The Temple, where they 


aſſembled on that Day, was called GOD's Houſe 
/ Prayer; intimatiog, that Prayer was the chief Part 


of their Buſineſs, when they came up thither on the 
Sabbath-day. The Law of J ofes and the Writings 


of the Prophets, were then un in the Jewiſh Syna- 
gogues. Our bleſſed Lord, * as his Cuſtom was, went. 
to the Synagogue on the Sabbark-day, and read and ex- 


pounded the Scripture :' and we have already ob- 
ſcrved, that the primitive Chriſtians always gathered 


| together for Worſhip on that Day: Prayers and 
Praiſes were offered up, the Scriptures were read, Ex- * 
bortations given, Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper 


adminiſtered; and ſome of them write, that be- 
ſides this, they obſerved, the Sabbath by private Ex- 
EP \Kis - erciſes 


* Lev. xiii, 2. 
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erciſes of Religion, by entertaining good Thoughts, 
and caſting out evil ones, and the like. And i: 
muſt be carefully obſerved, that the SanQtification 
of the Sabbath doth not conſiſt merely, in refling 
from Labour and Amuſement, and attending publick 


Worſhip; but as much of it as poſſible, before and 


after the Time of publick Worſhip, is to be ſpent 
in religious Exerciſes of one Kind or another; in 
Reading, Meditation, Prayer, Praiſe, and religious 
Diſcourſe; impreſſing on our own Souls and the 
Souls of thoſe committed to our Care, a Senſe of 
the divine PerfeQtions diſplayed in the Creation and 


Government of the World, and in the Scheme of 


our Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt. Theſe private Exer- 


ciſes of Religion are in Effect enjoined in the Text: 


they appear founded on the Reaſon of Things, 
and the general Deſign of this Day's being ſanc- 
tified : they were the Practice of the Apoſtles and 


the firſt Chriſtians; and our own. Law requires, 


that Every Perſon whatſoever ſhall, on every 
* Lord's Day, apply themſelves to the Obſervation 
© of the ſame, by exerciſing themſelves thereon, in 
the Duties of Piety and true Religion publickly 
and privately.” We are to do nothing on that 


Day, but what is properly religious itſelf; or what 


is helpful to Religion; or at leaſt, when Caſes of 
Neceſſity occur, what is no way injurious to it. No 
Intervals or Parentheſes ſhould be allowed between 
one religious Exerciſe and another, but what may 
fit us to return to our Duty with greater Vigour 

and Delight. It muſt therefore be a great Miſtake 
for any to imagine, that the Obſervation of the 


Sabbath conſitts, —_y in attending 3 Wor- 
ſhip 


* 
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ſhip; and, that when the Seaſon of that is over, 
they may return to their- Labours and Amuſements, 
This would be greatly defeating the Deſign of the 


Inſtitution, and un-doing every Thing that publick 


' Worſhip is calculated to do. In that Caſe, Men 


would come to the Houſe of Gop, immediately from 
their Cares, or their Pleaſures, with all- the Hurries 
of the World about them; and go immediately and 


engage in them again, without giving themſelves 


Time to conſider what they were going about, or 


to recolle& what they had been hearing and doing: 


in Conſequence of which, they would be very little 
better for Devotion and Inſtruction. The beſt of 


Chriſtians find it difficult to get their Hearts diſen- 
gaged from the World, to raiſe them to a ſpiritual 


Frame, and keep them in it: and the Difficulty 


would be increaſed, if they were to ruſh immedi- 
ately from publick Devotion to their Buſineſs or their 
Paſtime. The Practice of ſome foreign Proteſtants 


hath been objected to this. It is well known to 
be cuſtomary among them to return to their Amuſe- 
ments after publick Worſhip on the Lord's Day- even- 
ing: but then, it is to be remembered, that they 


begin their Day, as the Jews did, in the Evening: 


their Sabbath beginning on Saturday- evening is 


finiſhed on Lord's Day-evening ſo that they keep 
a Day of twenty-four Hours; and during that Timg 
ſuch Indulgences are forbidden. But whatever their 


Practice is, it is no further to be imitated by us, 


than as it is good in itſelf, and nne to the 


| Rules of Scripture, 

Having thus conſidered, In — the Manner in 

which the Lord's Day is to be ſpent, and the holy 
K 6 Duties 
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Duties in which we are to be, engaged, I ſhall em. 
ploy the reſt of this Diſcourſe, in giving a few plain 
Directions for the religious Obſervation and Im- 
provement of it; which, if I can engage you, thro 
divine Aſſiſtance, to reduce into Practice, your own 


happy Experience of the Advantage of ſo ſpending 
the Day, will render any Arguments to excite you 


to it in a great Meaſure unneceſſary.— The Di- 
rections are theſe; each of which I ſhall, in a few 
Words, illuſtrate and recommend, 


1. Endeavour to have finiſhed all worldly Buſi 


neſs as ſoon as poffble, on Saturday-evening. 


When Moſes is urging the T/raelites to prepare their 
Manna on the Day before the Sabbath, he faith, 
* To-morrow is the Reft of the holy Sabbath unto the 
Lord. This we ſhould recolle& every Saturday- even- 


ing, and endeavour to have worldly Concerns off our 


Hands and out of our Thoughts, as ſoon as poſſible, 


The Practice of too many Tradeſmen in putting. off 


ſome Part of their Work, particularly paying their 


Workmen, till late on Saturday-evening, and, for 


want of a little Reſolution and Contrivance, fitting 
up later than on other Days, is a very evil Cuſ- 


tom, and pernicious to the Intereſt of Godlineſs: and 


thoſe pious Perſons, who cannot avoid this Incon- 


venience, are much to be pitied. It is obſerved, in 
the Life of that eminent Chriſtian, Janes Bonnel, 


Eſq; that it troubled him, that he was often forced 


to be at his Ofice upon Saturdays, becauſe it hin- 


« dered his Preparation for the Lord's Day, and might 


© have an ill Effet upon his Servants: For thi 


* (faith he) I Aal Minutes at my Office ; they are nf 
* cu! 
bf | Exod, xVi, 23. 


ing 
na! 
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«© enough to ſatisfy a M much leſ5 to give good Exe 
ample to others.” It is a great Inconvenience in 


many Towns to have their Market on Saturday: 
it is a great Hinderance to the Ref and regular 


Obſervation of the Lord's Day. There was a very 
good Law made by Edgar, one of our Saxon Kings, 
about eight hundred Years ago, That the Sabbath, 
© ſhould be celebrated from nine o' Clock on Satur- 


. day-evening till Monday-morning.* I wiſh this Law 


was {till in force.“ Some Time before the Commence- 
ment of the Sabbath, the Jews uſed to blow a 
Trumpet in all their Towns and Diſtricts, to give 
perſons Notice of its Approach, that they might lay 
aſide their Labours and prepare for the Work of it. 
Let all Perſons, eſpecially thoſe in Trade, by pru- 
dent Forecaſt and a determinate Reſolution, endea- 
your to contrive their Affairs ſo, that they may get 
out of the Hurry of the World, as ſoon as poſſible 
before the Sabbath; and labour to bring their Minds 


into a proper Frame for its Work, and to have Views 


and Deſigns ſuitable to the weighty Employment 
before them. 


2, Let the 3 be redeemed from : 


unneceſſary Sleep and introduced with prone. e 
lations. 1 | 


It muſt certainly be condemned, as a Violation 
and Perverſion of the Sabbath, to make that Day 
generally RT than others; either by unneceſſary 


Sleep 


8 There is a laudable Cuſtom in | Shrewſbury that every Sa- 
turday-cvening a Bell is ryng, at nine in the Summer and eight 
in the Winter, in the Päriſn where the Butchers-Row is; dur- 
ing which, the Butchers are all obliged, under a conſiderable Po- 
nalty, to ſhut their Shops and fell no more Meat, 
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Sleep in the Morning or retiring to Reſt earlier in the 
Evening. Men riſe up early, and fit up late on other 
Days, to purſue their own Work, but ſhow not half 


ſo much Diligence and Reſolution, when Goy'; 


Work demands their Attendance. 
you (my Brethren) to determine, 
P/almift, * I myſelf will awake early. 


Let me exhort 
with the pious 
You will 


find this neceſſary, in order more effectually to drive 


the World out of your Thoughts and fix them on 
the Things of Gop. 


dehold the Light of the Sabbath, welcome its Re. 


As ſoon as you awake to 


turn, and 5% GOD for it; for the Inſtitution of 


Sabbaths in general, and for ſparing you to enjoy 
another, 


to ; what Privileges and Opportunities you have be- 


Think what a Day of Mercy. you awake 


fore you; what the damned would give for one 
Sabbath as a Day of Trial. When you are riſing, 
think of Chriſt riſing from the Dead, and what a 
Bleſſing this was to the World. When you are 


_ dreſſing yourſelves, think of putting on the Lord 
_ Jeſus, and pray to be clothed with his Temper, Spirit 
and Righteouſneſs. 


When you are waſhing, think 


of the Purity which the Goſpel requires, and ſay with 


the Eſalmiſt, I will waſh my Hands in Innocency, 
and ſo compaſs thine Altar, O Lord.“ From ſuch 


Hints as theſe, you may learn to make a religious 
Uſe of the common Actions of the Day: and hav- 


ing ſeaſoned your Minds with ſuch Thoughts in the 


Morning, 
and Improvement of the whole Day. 


3. Let Secret and Family-worſhip be 18 
with peculiar Solemnity. 


you will be better diſpoſed for the Work 
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It is neceſſary that Prayer be every Day ſincere and 
ſerious, in order to its being acceptable to Go, and 
comfortable and uſeful to yourſelves. But as you 
will have more Time on the Lord's Day, ſet your- 
ſelves to read the Scriptures ; eſpecially the. more 


devotional Pſalms, the Hiſtories of Chriſt, and ſuch 
other Paſſages as are likely to raife your Devotion, 
and improve the pious Frame of your Spirits. Me- 


ditate on what you have read, and 'be early on 
your Knees, to warm your Hearts with ſacred Devo- 
tion. Adore Gop for all the Wonders of Crea- 
:ion, Providence and Grace. Lament, and be hum- 
Hed for, your many loſt Sabbaths, and the little 


Improvement you have made of many, which have 


not been quite loſt, Intreat his Aſſiſtance and Bleſ- 


ſing in the Duties of the Day; that no- Unbelief, 


Prejudice, Levity or Diſtraction of Mind may pre- 


vent your hearty Concurrence in them and Profit by 


hem. Let your Families ſee, by your Prayers, how 


| highly you value the Sabbath, how greatly you de- 
light in it, how ſolicitous you are that it may be 


a bleſſed Day to you and to them. In your ſecret 
and Family-worſhip, expreſs before Gon your ear- 
reſt Deſire of the Spread of the Goſpel, and the 
Advancement of Religion. And I intreat, that you 
would never be unmindful to pray for Chriſt's Mini- 


lers, eſpecially for your own. Never fail affectionate- 


ly to recommend them to the Aſſiſtance of Gop's 
| Spirit, and their Labours to the Influences of his 


Grace; for their Sake, for your own, and for the 


dike of your Fellow. chriſtians. We ſhould pray 


ard preach better, and labour more ſucceſsfully, if 


you, Brethren, . pray more earneſtly for us. 


N Let 
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4. Let publick Ordinances be accompanied with 
ſerious Preparation, Attention and Recollection. 


He that would profitably worſhip the Gods (faith 


a heathen Philoſopher) muſt not worſhip them þ 
© the bye, but with previous Thought.” 


'The Re. 
verence due to ſacred Things requires, that ſeriou 


Conſideration and Prayer precede your engaging in 
- them. Thus the Thoughts, too much bent upon 
the World, may be taken off from it and the Heart 
engaged to approach unto Gov. Let me Caution 
you, not to for/ake the aſſembling of yourſelves together, 
Let no ſlight Excuſe or Infirmity keep you from 
the Houſe of Gop. I have known ſeveral infirm 
Chriſtians, who have acknowledged, that publick 
Worſhip hath been their beſt Cordial: and I know, 
by long Experience, that an exceſſive Fear and Cau- 
tion on this Head, increaſes the Infirmities of the 
Body, and the Diſinclination of the Heart, There is 
Reaſon to fear, that Gop may turn ſome Perſons 
Sins into their Puniſhment; and make thoſe Diſ. 
orders real and great, which kept them from the 
Houſe of Gop, when they were only fancied or 
ſmall. * For this Cauſe, ſaith the Apoſtle, namely, 
not paying a reverent Regard to divine Inſtitutions, 
many are weak and fickly ameng you, and many ſlut." 
When you are in Gop's Houſe, be all-attention 
to what is ſaid, and worſhip Him i» Spirit and Truth. 
Let no Indecencies of Behaviour, no ſleeping, no 
gazing- about, no idle Poſtures, be ever ſeen among 
you. Watch againſt being abſent in Spirit; again 
all vain and trifling Thoughts: for Can had better 
| trifle 
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trile any where than in the Houſe of Gov, and 


about the Affairs of Eternity. After Worſhip, retire 


for ſerious Recollection. Without this (ſaith Bi- 
© ſhop Hopkins) to hear the Word of Gop only, is 
© to ſwallow our Food without chewing it: it is 
« Meditation that digeſts it, and makes it fit for 
Nouriſhment.“ If you do not fix the Word in your 
Minds by Meditation and Prayer, the Devil, as our 
Lord obſerves, will Heal it away. 


5 Let neceſſary Refreſhments be uſed with Mode- 
ration and Devotion. 


To contrive to have more or better Food on that 
Day than on others, is certainly wrong: not only 
becauſe it is an Injury to Servants, keeping them 


from the Worſhip of Gop, or taking up more of 


their Time than is needful ; but becauſe it renders 
Perſons in peculiar Danger of Exceſs, and thereby 


they are expoſed to Drow/ine/s : the Faculties of 
the Mind are over-charged and unfitted for religious 
Exerciſes, A Caution on this Head is very neceſ- 
ſary, that you may be in the fitteſt Frame for holy 
Duties. Making Feaſts and Entertainments on that 


Day is (as I have already hinted) evidently wrong : 
it is doing our own Work and finding our own Plea- 


ſure. But refreſhing the Bowels of the Poor, is high- 
ly becoming, and at once an AR of Piety and Hoſ- 


pitality. Take peculiar Care on that Day, * whe- 
ther you eat or drink, to do all to the Glory of 
GOD.” Let your common Actions be ſanctified and 


turned into religious ones, by being attended with 
pious Thoughts, accompanied with edifying Diſ- 
courſe; and thus be om after- a godiy Sort, Let 


your 


2} for . their Intereſt. 
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your 8 at your Meals, during the Inter. 
vals of publick Worſhip and after it, be ſuited to 
the Deſign of the Day. Let what you have been 
hearing be the Subject of Diſcourſe with your Fa- 
milies and Friends. Let your Speech, eſpecially 
then, be with Grace. Labour to communicate holy 
Thoughts and Affections to others, and to edify each 
|  others* Souls. Remember that you are no more to 

ſpeak your own Words, than to do your own Work, 


or find your own Pleaſure, I add, 


6. Let your Families be carefully inſtructed on 
that Day. — 


Vou are not only to pray with them on tht 
Day, as well as on others, but to inſtru them in 


the Things of Gop. Teach your Children their 


Catechiſm ; and endeavour that they underſtand 


what they learn. Talk plainly and familiarly to 
them, -concerning the Things of Gop and the Mat- 
ters of Religion. Enquire what they remember of 
the Sermons they have heard; and what Remarks 
they make upon them. | 
hath been ſaid in publick ; eſpecially of what pecu- 
| liarly ſuited their Age and Circumſtances : remind 
them alſo of their baptiſmal Engagements. Some- 
times take each of them alone; admoniſh them 
and pray with them: and let them learn from 
' thence, as it is the moſt ſtriking Way of teaching, 
how deeply and how tenderly you are concerned 
Let your Servants alſo ſhare 
in your pious. and friendly Care, as in all Ret- 
ſon they ought. It is, I think, much to the De- 


| triment of chriſtian Families, that the Cuſtom of 
- our 


Remind them of what 
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our Fathers in taking down ſome Hints of Sermons, 

and repeating them before their Families on the 
Lord's Day-evening, is almoſt loſt among us. To 
make up this Defect, and anſwer the End of Fa- 
mily-inſtruction, read to them, every Lord's Day- 
evening, ſome plain, practical, affectionate Sermon 
or Expoſition : and if you perceive them careleſs 
and inattentive, reprove them, and enquire what 
they retain of that which they have heard and read. 
dee that they be furniſhed with Bibles and ſome ſe- 
rious practical Books beſides; and exhort, command, 
and encourage them to read them. Show them the 
Neceſſity and Uſefulneſs of ſecret Prayer, and recom- 
mend it ſtrenuouſly to them. Let all this be done, 
not in an authoritative Manner, but with all Meek- 
refs, and Gentleneſs of Temper; ſo that it may 
plainly appear to proceed from a real Concern for 
their ſpiritual Good, Thus, with Abraham, * com- 
mand your Children and Houſehold to. learn the Will 


and keep the Way of the Lord, and to do Juſtice f 
and Judgment.“ 


7. Let ſomething be laid by for the Poor on chat | 
Day. . | | 


St, Paul gives this DireQion to the Churches of G- 
latia and Corinth, * Upon the firſt Day of the Week 
let every one of you /ay-by him in flore, as Gop 
hath proſpered him.'* Not that Men are then to 
ſettle their Accounts, -or examine the State. of their 
Affairs; but, that having been done on ſome work- 
ing Day, or a general View of their Trade and In- 
come having been taken on the Saturday, let a 
fixed . of it be laid by on the Lord's Day 

5 for 


® x Cor, xvi, 24 
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Eudeavour to fix what you have heard upon your 
Hearts, by humble Confeſſion and fervent Prayer 
and Praiſe. It is then a proper Time to form 
gd Purpoſes and Reſolutions for the following Week: 
to conſider, what Temptations you may be parti- 
cularly expoſed to, and how you may beſt guard 
zcainſt them, or be enabled to overcome them. 
Conſider what Duties. you may be called out to 
praiſe ; what Difficulties you may have to ſtrug- 
gle with ; and endeavour, by Meditation and Prayer, 
to have your Minds well-furniſhed, that you may be 
carried thro? them all. Biſhop. Burner obſerves, - that 

© The People ought to be often put in Mind of 
© the true End of the Ref of the Lord's Day; 
which is chiefly, to give them Time and Oppor« 

© tunity fos Meditations and Reflections on them- 

© ſelves, on what they have ſaid or done, and on 
what has befallen them, the former Week; and 
to conſider what may be before them, in the 
Week they are entering on.“ Lie down upon 
your Beds with. ſerious Thoughts of Gop and of 
Eternity, and longing for that eternal Sabbath which 


needs no Ref, . ie no | Period. I ſhall TR +3 
add, 


9. Let all be 5 with believing Re- 
gards to the Lord jeſus Chriſt, and with holy 
Chearfulneſs and Delight. 


- 


One general Rule for our conduct as Chriſtians, | 
"= whatever ye do in Word or in Deed, do all 
in the Name of the Lord Jeſus.” There is peculiar 
Reaſon to cy this Rule on the Lord's Days: - 

becauſe 
= Burma s Concluf, of his Hiſt, Val, wk p. 1279. 


_ thro? his Merits and Mediation. 
accompanied with holy Chearfulneſs and Delight, 


Sabbath a Delight: 


| Dit. 4. 


= becauſe it 1s the Lord Chriſt's Day. I with its old 
heathen Name of Sunday was quite forgotten among 
us; that its proper Name might lead us to re. 
: collect, whoſe Day it is, and to whoſe Honour it 
is to be employed. Let us have an Eye to him 

in all the Duties of the Day; fix our humble Depen- 
dance upon him for the Aſſiſtance of his Spirit 
and look for the Acceptance of all our Services 
And let it be 
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Let us keep the Lord's Feaſts .avirh Foy and Glad- 
. neſs. Let us dread the Character of thoſe, who 
© ſauff at GOD's Service and ſay, what a Via · 
rine/5 is it? of thoſe who are deſcribed as ſaying, 


alen will the Sabbath be gone, that wwe may full, 


Let us, as the Text exhorts, call the 
not only account it ſo, but 
call it ſo; expreſs our Satis faction and Pleaſure in 
it before others, and bear Teſtimony to its Uſe- 
fulneſs and its Comfort. 
 fervile Frame of Spirit, and performing the Duties 
of Religion with Dread or with Reluctance. The 
primitive Chriſtians rightly conſidered themſelves as 
_ obliged to celebrate this Day with Joy: they counted 
it utterly unlawful to fa/? upon it, and endeavoured 
to avoid all Occaſions and Expreſſions of Sorrow 
and Sadneſs. As it is the Day the Lord hath mad, 
the Day when we commemorate the molt ineſtimable 
' Bleflings, we ought to rejoice and be glad in it: to 
endeavour to baniſh every Thing gloomy from our 
Countenances and Minds, and earneſtly pray that 
Gop would enable us to take Delight in it, and 
gives us a ſtronger Reliſh for its noble and ſublime 
a . . Pleaſures. 


eat? 


Let us guard againſt a 
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Pleaſures. Singing the Praiſes of Gop in our Fami- 
lies, as well as.the publick Aſſembly, is peculiarly 
proper and becoming on that Day. Let me juſt 
zd, that as it is a Day of Re,, of religious Plea- 
ſure and holy Joy, great Care onght to be taken, by 
Miniſters, Parents, and other Inſtructors, that the 
Services of it are not made tedious and burdenſome, 
—— I conclude in the Words of good Mr. Baxter, 
appeal to Reaſon, Conſcience, and Experience, 
© whether ſuch a ſpending the Lord's Day be not 
more ſuitable to the principal Ends and Hopes of 
© a Chriſtian, than Idleneſs, Cards, Dancing, Ale- 
© houſe-haunting, or any worldly Buſineſs or Diſ- 
' courſe : whether it would not be exceedingly con- 
© ducive to the Increaſe of Knowledge, -Holineſs and 
* Honelty | ; and whether - (when Time is paſt and 
' zone) you had not rather look back on Lord's 
Days thus ſpent, than as idle, ungodly, carnal | 
Men ſpend, conſume, and murder them,” 


* 
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OW 
DISCOURSE V. 


mn: 
o 


MorTivzs to the religious Obſervation of 
the LorD' s Day, 


Is AAk lvi. 2. 


Bleſſed is the Man that doeth this, and the Son of Man 
that /ayerh hold on it: 
_—_ . — 


* 


me in the Law of the Sabbath, either Weak- 
neſs or Unprofitableneſs, and I yield and bid it 
vaniſh, But it hath and will have, as much 
Strength and Force, .as any Law can have, from 
the Author, the Conſent, Multitude, Cuſtom and 
expreſs Approbation of all Ages. Profit it hath 
too; and that very great; as hath been -expe- 
rienced by ſerious well-diſpoſed Minds in every 
Age of the World. It is of Importance not only 
to the Well-being of a Chriſtian, but even to the 
very Being and keeping-up of Religion in the 
World.“ I would now, therefore, follow what 
| hath been ſaid of the Manner of keeping the Sab- 
bath, with an Attempt to engage you to keep it 


" 6. And ny ſuch an Attempt deſerves to be 
_ | nw? 
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porſued and regarded; ſince the Text tells us, that 
„e Man who doeth this, that is, this which follows, 
namely, keeps the Sabbath from polluting it; the Son 
if Man, whoever he be, that layeth hold on it; that 
is, acts with Steadineſs and Reſolution, holds faſt 
the Obſervation of the Sabbath, and will not be 
laughed out of it, or, on any Conſideration, give | 

it up; this Man is a bleed Man. He is happy in 
himſelf, and ſhall be bleſſed of Gop. It muſt be 
remembered, that the Text is Part of an illuftrious 
Prophecy. of Goſþel-times and Bl:ſings. In the pre- 
ceding Verſe, Gop ſaith, © My Salvation is near to 
come, and my Righteouſneſs to be revealed, which re- 
ſers to the Goſpel-diſpenſation, called the Salvation 
of Gop ; and in which (as the Apoſtle obſerves) * the 
Righteouſneſs of GOD is. revealed.” So that the 
Text evidently relates to the Lord's Day, or the 
ciriſtian Sabbath, and pronounces a Bleſſing on the 
Man who obſerves it. I have largely ſhown you, 


I. The Obligations we are under to e the 
Lord's Day. | 


I. The Manner in whiehi it is to be ſanQified. 
— By ceaſing from all our common Labours, Em- 
ployments, Amuſements, and Recreations — and by 
ſpending, the whole Day in religious Exerciſes, ei- 
ther publick or private, as far as Works of Ne- 
ceſſiiy and Charity will allow. J proceed now 
to the third Branch of the Subject, which is to 
ſuggeſt, 


Il. Some Arguments and Motives to engage you 
to ar it * | 


LEY 


"a The 


. 7 
+ * 
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The Obſervation of the Lord's Day is not merely One 
5 enjoined by divine Authority, but founded on the me Lor 
beſt Reaſons, and attended with the nobleſt Adu. 8 
tages. Here I would urge upon you theſe Ar. 0 
guments and Motives, — That the religious Obſer. D 0 
vation of the Lord's Day will make it a moſt 80 it 
delightful and edifying Day to our Souls — It vil d ii 
bring a Bleſſing on the other Days of the Weck me Sal 
It will promote the Proſperity of our Country- 
It will tend to the Honour of Gop and the Re- FE 
| © made th 
deemer — It will help to maintain and advance 3 
Religion in the World — And will fit us for an WM. Tea-t. 
eternal Sabbath. — Let me intreat you to conſider, e Day 
and O! that you may feel the Force of, each of WF * turved 1 
| theſe Motives! 1* been ww 
| | | - | | One ' ſurely t 
| x | 6 never u 
% „ When this Diſcourls is read by Proteſtant- diſſenters, I wou!d the Lor 
urge upon them an Argument, well-adapted to influence Perm Wl. trav 
of that Perſuaſion; namely, © That the religious Obſervation of the leite FEY 
© Lord's Day was the Practice of their pious Anceſſcrs,” The Puritan id! 
and Proteſtant-diſſenter: s in former Ages, were always diſtinguiſhed ration an 
from the Bulk of the Nation, by obſerving the Lord's Day with Re th 
greater Strictneſs. It hath been (as Dr. Matis obſerves) a Diſ- "Ie! 
« tinftion of -conſiderable ſtanding 5 and that not in a Town et « ſhut up 
© two, but generally | throughout the Nation. And tho! there « the Fiel 
© have always been ſome Members of the National Church, who Scripture 
© have paid a moſt religious Regard to the Lord's Day, yet | „ Pfitras 
© fear they have been comparatively few; while this has been walk ch 
'£ the general Character of Proteſtant-diſſenters. Formerly, if Pet- (idle Per: 
© ſons neglected to worſhip Gop publickly twice a Day, except i Praiſe f 
I neceſſarily hindered ; —if they counted it of no Importance, how been intin 
Ss they ſpent their Tirhe afterwards ;— if they indulged themſelves er 
© in unneceflary Buſineſs and Amuſements; — waſted the After. Wi ;. jenoran 
© noon in prolonging their Dinner with the Pipe and the Glaks nicht be 
£ or impertinent Converſation, which the more ſerious employed 


a Appear 
c in * Worſhip, Ys or . Retirement 3 —1 . | 
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One Argument for the enn Obſervation of 
the Lord's Day, is, c | L 


1. It will make it a moſt — and edifying 


Day to our Souls, 


So it is promiſed i in that Text, which I was 
]zit diſcourſing from; if thou religiouſly obſerve — 
the Sabbath, ten ſhalt thou "_ thyſelf in the 
I | SD op > 


© made the Lord's Carats a Seaſon of familiar Viſits, and ſpent 
© another Hour or two, in trifling Diſcourſe, as now-a-days o'er 
' a Tea-table 3 — if they made no Account of any other Part of 
© the Day, but what was actually ſpent in -publick Devotion, but 
turned it into Hours of Diverſion and Entertainment; — we have 
been wont genemlly to conclude, and with great Reaſon too, 
{ ſurely theſe Perſons can never be Diſſenters, for their Education 
never would have permitted them to pay fo flight a Regard to 
(the Lord's Day.“ Among them, there was, in general, no viſi- 
ting, travelling, or idle Miſpenſe of ſacred Time: had they been 
{clicited to theſe Things, their Anſwer would have been, GOD 
© f:rbid !* and they would have rejected the Propoſal with Indig- 
ration and Abhorrence, An Hiftorian tells us, that during the 
Time the Nonconformiſts were in Power, © the Lord's Day was 
( obſerved with the greateſt Strictneſs; all Publick Houſes were 
* ſhut up; there was no Traveller on the Road, or Walker in 
the Fields, except in Caſes of abſolute Neceſſity. Reading. the 
Scripture, repeating Sermons, Family- prayer, and finging of 
Pſalms were ſo univerſal in the City of London, that you might - 
' walk the Streets on the Lord's Day-evening without ſeeing an 
„idle Perſon, or hearing any Thing but the Voice of Prayer and 
* Praiſe from Churches and private Houſes,” » It hath indeed 
teen intimated by ſome Hiſtorians, That the Religion of theſe 
* Times was all Hypocriſy and Diflimulation,” The Cenſure itſelf 
is ignorant and uncharitable. Hypocriſy and Diſſimulation there 
might be among them; but I ſhould rejoice to ſee in our Day ſuch . 
an ee of Religion, c Between * and 1660, tho on civil 
| _ 3 


— 


* Neal, Vol. ii. p. 591. 
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Lord; enjoy the higheſt Pleaſure in Communion 


with him, and a Senſe of his Favour. It is further 


promiſed, a few Verſes after our Text, to every 
one that keepeth the Sabbath from polluting it, 
« [ will bring them to my holy Mountain and make 
them joyful in my Houſe of Prayer, and their Sacrifice 


fall be 3 upon * _ | Sabbaths are dull 


* Accounts, there were great Diſorders, and the Foundations were 
| © out of Courſe; yet in the Matters of Gop's Worſhip, Things 


© went well; there was a Face of Godlineſs upon the Nation, 
© tho* ſome made but-a Maſk of it; and Religion, at leaſt in 
£ the Profeſſion of it, did prevail, This we know very well, let 


Men fay what they will of . thoſe Times,” Thus ſaid Mr, 
Philip Henry, whoſe Piety, Integrity, and Candour are well known, 


Even Biſhop Burnet ſaith, There had been a Face of Gravity 
© and Piety in the former Adminiſtration, There was good Juf- 


© tice done, and Vice was ſuppreſſed and puniſhed : fo that we 


always reckon thoſe eight Years of Uſurpation, a Time of preat 


Peace and Proſperity,” [ Hiſt. Vol. i. p. 93, 181. 12mo.] Let 
us rouſe ourſelves, my Brethren, and never loſe this honovrable 


Part of our Character. Biſhop Burnet obſerved many Years ago, 
that the Diſſenters bad loſt much of their former Strictneſs, which 
© kepr-up their Intereſt and Reputation.” We, in the preſent 
Day, have loſt more of it; inſomuch that we ſeem to deſerve 
that ſmart Reflection, which Mr. Nelſon once made upon one 
Diſſenters who came to ſee him, dreſſed out to the Extremity of 
the Faſhion, * I ſee (faith he) that, tho you ſcruple Conformity 
to the Church, you do not ſcruple Conformity to the World. 


Let Proteflant-di Hentert, and eſpecially thoſe, who have been trained 


up by pious Parents in a ftrift Obſervation of the Sabbath, in 
the Language of the Text, lay- bold on it and never loſe it, 
if they carried this Matter in ſome Things to an Exceſs, we are 
running into the more dangerous Extreme. Let us endeavout 
to retrieve and preſerve this honourable Diſtinction, and be in thi 


| Reſpe& Followers of them, who thro' Faith and Patience igherit 


the Promiſcs, 
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and — to many, becauſe their Hearts 
are not in them. They ſeek trifling Converſation 
and Amuſements, becauſe they have no Reliſh for 
religious Entertainment: whereas that Reliſh and 
Pleaſure is to be contraked by Uſe and Habit. 
Ind were Men to take Pains with their own Hearts, 
they would find Satisfaction and Pleaſure in reli- 
gious Services, infinitely ſuperiour to what any Thing 
elſe could afford. The Exerciſes of Prayer and 
Praiſe are in themſelves delightful to a good Mind. 
Society increaſeth the natural Delights of Life, and 
eſpecially its religious ones, By the Work of a Sab- 
bath, dead Souls are, thro* a divine Blefling, ſome» 
times awakened and made alive, — good Reſolutions 
and Habits ſtrengthened. — the Soul contracts a Pirm- 
neſs, which is not eaſily moved by Temptation, — 
it is filled with a Senſe of the divine Preſence, and 
its Obedience is better ſecured at all Times and 
Places, Reviewing the Truths we have heard in 
poblick; Meditation upon them in our Retirements; 
Diſcourſe upon them in our Families, 'and Converſe 
about them between Gop and our own Souls, — 
this is the only ſure Way to render publick Wor- 
ſhip effectual to fit us for Heaven, and to anſwer 
the religious Purpoſes of the Lord's Day. For want 
of this, it is, that many Tradeſmen, and ſome of 
the learned Profeſſions too, who underſtand and can 
talk well of Trade, Politicks, or common Occurren- 
ces, know very little of Religion and their Bibles z | 
and can ſcarce read any Book upon moral and di- 
vine Subjects, but they are out of their Depth. 
Gop hath marked out the Sabbath, as a Day on 
hich u is to be ſtudied, the Soul improved, 


L 3 | | | the 
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the Manners poliſhed, the Temper mended: : and if 


we will ſo employ it, He hath marked it out as a 
Day of conferring ſignal Favours upon us; and He 


will %% thoſe that ſanctify it, by giving them fur. 
ther Meaſures of Knowledge and Grace. Many, 1 
may ſay all, good Men have found it ſo; ſome of 


them have left their Experience on Record, for our 


Admonition and Encouragement. And J have known 


Inſtances of ſome poor Mechanics and Labourers, who 


have had no other Education . but being taught to 
read, and little Time for Reading and Reflection, 
but on the Lord's Day: and yet, by a diligent Imi. 


provement of that Time, have been eminent for 
Wiſdom and Piety; and underſtood more of Religi. 
on and the Scripture, than moſt Gentlemen, Trade/men, 
and, I fear I may add, ſome Divine: too. The Lord', 


Day is the pleaſanteſt Day in the Week to a ſpiritual 


Mind ; and, if- properly kept, will greatly improve 
our religious Attainments, Character, and Experience, 


Let me conclude this Head with a remarkable Paſ. 


ſage out of the Koran, or Bible of the Mahometan: : 
Their Law-giver thus directs: When you are cal- 


| © led to Prayer, on the Day of the Aſſembly, (or 
k Sabbath, which with them is every Friday). haſten 
to the Commemoration of Gop, The Reward 
which is of Gop, is better than any Sport et 


c Merchandiſe, and Gop is the. beſt Provider.“ *— 


8 This leads me to add, 


2. It will bring a Bleſſing on the other 58 of 
the Week. 


® Sak's Koran, Po 451. 
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As it will qualify us for the divine Bleſſing, and 
put us in the Way of it, —— This it will do, by 
promoting in our Hearts the Fear of Gov, and a 
conſtant Senſe of his Preſence, This will excite our 


Diligence and Prudence in the common Labours of 
Life, and preſerve us from Idleneſs, Fraud, Extra- 


vagance, and all thoſe Vices, which prevent the 


Succeſs of Men's Labours, or, like a ſecret Fire, con- 
ume all their Increaſe. It will moderate that Anxiety 
about the World, which hurts Perſons” Health, dif- 
tracts their Thoughts, and makes them perpetually 
fretful and uneaſy, Making ſuch. a Pauſe in the 
Buſineſs of Lift, and employing it religiouſly, will 


give Conſcience Time to reflect and to ſpeak. Our 
Hearts will then /mite us, if any Thing hath been 
- amiſs in our Conduct: and the ſtill Voice of Rea- 
ſon and Conſcience will be heard, when the Voice 


of the World, and the Din of Pleaſure are ſilent. 
Whereas thoſe who profane the Sabbath,, often con- 
tract Habits of Idleneſs. On that Day they con- 
ſame the Gains of the Week, injure their Families 
and grow leſs diſpoſed for honeſt Labour. The good 
Impreſſions made upon the Heart by the publick and 
private Exerciſes of Religion on the' Lord's Day, 


form Men to Thoughtfulneſs, Sobriety, and Diſcre- 


tion; and ſo, by a natural Conſequence, favour their 
worldly Proſperity. 
to expect a peculiar Blaſing from Gop on the La- 


bours of the Week, if we ſanctify his Day. So He 


promiſes ; if thou ſanQify the Sabbath, 7 will cau/e 


thee to ride upon the high Places of the Earth, and 


feed thee with the Heritage of Jacob thy Father, that 
ls, advance thee to a State of Plenty, Dy ard 


4 þ 3394 Security; 


- Beſides this, we have Reaſon 
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Security; for the Mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it. 

Many good Men have obſerved, that the more care- 
fully and piouſly they have kept the Sabbath, the 
more remarkably they have been aſſiſted and prof. 
pered thro' the following Week. This Obſervation 
hath been made, and recorded, by ſuch eminent 
Names as Biſhop Hall, and that celebrated Judge, 
Sir Matthew Hale. The laſt, giving his Children 
ſuch Directions for the Obſervation of the Sabbath, 
as I laid before you in the laſt Diſcourſe, ſaith, [ 
have found by a ſtrict and diligent Ob/erwation, 
that a due Regard to the Duties of this Day, hath 
ever had joined to it a Blefling upon the reſt of 

my Time; and the Week, that hath been ſo be. 
gun, hath been bleſſed and proſperous to me. And 
* on the other Side, when I have been negligen: 
of the Duties of this Day, the reſt of the Week 
* hath been unſucceſsful, and unhappy to my own 


. - © ſecular Employments. So that I could eaſily make 
© an Eſtimate of my Succeſs the Week following, by 


the Manner of my paſling this Day: and this (he 
adds) I do not write lightly and inconſiderately, 
© but an a long and ſound Obſervation and Ex- 
© perience.” f Another Argument for the religi- 
" ous Obſervation of the Lord's Day is, 


3. It will promote the Proſperity of our Chontey 


I need not ſet myſelf to ſhow, that Gop's Ag 
A not turned away from our Country, but his Hard 
13, firetched out fill. And I am well perſuaded, that 
one of the Iniquities, for which he hath a Cor 
 zrowverh 


* Ia, oY 14. 9 0 2 3 p. 260. 
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troverſy with us, and corrects us, is the Profanati- 
on of his ſacred Day. This appears from Scrip- _ 
ture. The Jews were threatened and puniſhed with 
national Judgments for profaning the Sabbath. Var 
evil Thing is this that ye do, and profane the Sabbath- 
day? did not your Fathers thus? and did not our GOD 
bring all this Evil upon us, and upon this City ? yet ye 
bring more Wrath upon Iſrael by profaning the Sab- 
bat,. An awful Threatening to this Purpoſe is in Fee 
remiah z If ye will not hearken to me to hallow the 
Sabbath-day ; then will I kindle a Fire in the Gates of 
Jeruſalem, and it ſhall devour the Palaces and ſhall not 
be quenched.” + Again, Becauſe they have hid their 
Eyes from my Sabbaths, that is, treated them with: Con- 
tempt; therefore have I poured out my Indignation up- 
on them, I have con/imed them with the Fire of mine 
Arger.“ t Without publick Worſhip, God. would ſoon 
be forgotten, and Religion loſt among us. If Men are 
once releaſed from the Obligations of Piety, no other 
will bind them: there will be no mutual Truſt and 
Confidence among us; yea, Society would be dif- 
ſolved, The Fear of Gop is the principal Support 
of Government, and of the Peace and good Order 
of the World. The more Godlineſs there is a- 
mong us, the more Honeſty, Induſtry, and Sobriety 
there will be. Nothing but religious Principles will 
refrain Men from ſecret Wickednefs, controul 
the Licentiouſneſs of the Great, who think them- 
felves above Law; and curb the wild Paſſions of 
the People. And as there 1s no probability, that 
Religion will ever flouriſh or even ſubſiſt among 


us, without ſanctifying the Lord's Day, it is very 
. dieſirable 


bs Neh. xili. 17, 18. | t Jer. xvü. 27. 1 Ezek, xaii. 26, 31. 


* 
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a defirable it ſhould be ſanctiſied, for the Good of 
our Country; that we may become a ſober, vir. 


tuous Nation, and Gop may not be provoked to 
Let every one 
then, who wiſhes well to the Intereſts of his Coun- 


ty, ſhow it, by keeping the Sabbath from pollu. 


ting it; for thus ſaith the Lord.“ tf, ye. diligently 


|  hearken unto me to hallorw the Sabbath-day, to do 10 


Work therein, then ſhall there enter into the Gates 


of Jeruſalem, Kings and Princes fitting ' upon the 
Throne of David, and they and their Princes, the 


Men of Fudah and the Inhabitants of Jeruſalen, 
and this. City, ſhall remain for ever,”*—Sandlifying 


bh the Sabbath is moſt important, as, 


4. It will tend to the Honour o Gov and the 


| Redeemer, ED : | be = 


- Gov. is honoured, when we entertain ad expreſ 
a deep and reverent Senſe of his PerfeCtions ; ac- 


knowledge our Obligations, profeſs our Gratitude 


to him, and commit ourſelves to his paternal Good. 


neſs: and when we endeavour, by our Example 


and Influence, to promote ſuch Affections and Be. 


 haviour towards him, in others. Publick Union in 


religious Offices keeps vp a Veneration for Goo, 


guards his Worſhip againſt the unreaſonable Attacks 
of Atheiſts and Libertines: whereas the Neglect of 


his Worſhip and Service, is an open, viſible Affront 
to him, SanQifying the Lord's Day, 1 © rendering 
to Gop the Things that are GOD; > giving him 


the Homage, the Time and Service, "which he le- 


* ocherwiſe we are guilty of Profaneneſs, lu- 
Juſtice, 
* Jer, xvii, 24. 
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jultice, Robbery, and Sacrilege, —It is an open and 
viſible acknowledging Chrift as our Lord and Maſter, 
our Dependance upon him, and our Obligations to 
kim. The Sabbath is a Sanding Memorial of the 
Covenant between Gop and his People, and an 
Evidence of our Relation to him, Thus it was 4 
* between him and the Children of Mael, that 
ey belonged to Jehowah, and were not Atheiſts nor 
. ſs Thus He faith by Ezekiel, I gave them 
my Sabbath to be a Sign between me and them, that 
they may know that I am the Lord, that ſanctify 
them ; '+ that they are my People and choſen to be 
holy. For theſe Reaſons Gop complains of the 
Diſhonour that was done to him by polluting his 
Sabbaths, in many Paſſages of the ſame Prophet, 
To neglect the inſtituted Means of Religion is an 
Affront to the divine Authority, an Impeachment 
of his Wiſdom in enjoining them, and'a Contempt 
of his Goodneſs, which hath furniſhed us with ſuch 
Helps to be holy and happy. Every fincere Chriſ- 
tian will be tender of the divine Honour; and 
efraid of allowing himſelf in any Thing, that may 
carry the Appearance of putting Contempt upon 
any divine Ordinances and Inſtitutions. As the Lord 
Jeſas hath honoured the firſt Day of the Week 


witn his Name, and claims a ſpecial Property . 


it; it ſhould certainly be our Care to keep it holy, 
and thus honour him, whoſe Reſurrection and Love 
ve commemorate. ——l add further, 


5. Sanctifying 'the Lord's Day will help to main- | 
tain and advance Religion 1 in the World. 


Ls6 ö ul 
* Exod, xxxi. 17. | [EF Ezek, xx. 11. 


- chriſtian Brother's Way, but Rudy the Things that 
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How -is s Religion to be ſupported in the World! 


How © hath it been hitherto ſupported ? How is a 
| Senſe of the Preſence and Providence of God to be 
maintained, but by ftated publick Worſhip ? Many 
who only attend it out of Decency 'and Cuſtom, 
may be wrought- upon by it, and become really 
holy: at leaſt, it lays an Awe upon Men's Conſci- 


Ences ; it preſerves ſome Notions of Gop and Heayen 


upon their Thoughts, and keeps Sin under conſtant 
Diſgrace. Men's unhappy Averſeneſs to Religion, 
is beſt overcome by Religion; by the ſtated Exer- 
ciſes of it, and an increaſing Acquaintance with 
its Nature, which they can ſcarce help gaining, 
if they attend religious Worſhip. 
add, that the Example of thoſe, who ſtrictly obſerve 
the Sabbath after the Seaſon of publick Worſhip, 


To this I muſt 


will have a great Efficacy to 'reſtrain the Licenti- 


ouſneſs of others; at leaſt to ſet them on thinking, 
whether ſuch Strictneſs is not reaſonable in itſelf, 


and conducive to their Welfare. Therefore we ſhould 


be careful in obſerving the Day, and ſhould abſtain 


even from thoſe Things, which we apprehend law- 
ful and innocent, if we have reaſon to ſuſpect that 


they may enſnare others, or leſſen their Veneration 
and regard for this holy Day. Perſons in higher 
Life conſtitute Faſhions ; ſometimes in Religion, as 
well as in Dreſs and Manners: and Inferiours will 


think, they may lawfully follow their Bufineſs, or 


take their Pleaſure, on the Lord's Day, if they ſee 


their Superiours doing it. Out of Regard, then, 


to the Credit and Support of Religion, let none 


lay a ſtumbling- block, or occaſion to fall, in bis 


make 
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make for Edification. Farther, allowing your- - 


ſelves in neglecting divine Worſhip, in ſecular 
Employments, Viſits, or Amuſements on the Lord's 


Day, will weaken the Hands, and difcourage the 


Hearts of faithful Miniſters, which will be no Way 


© favourable to Religion. It will grieve the more 


ſerious and pious of your Fellow-chriſtians, and 
b offend againſt the Generation of G0 D, Children.” 
It will weaken the Strength of tha? Party, who 
| eppear on the Lord's Side, and are zealous for his 
Honour. It was a dreadful Time in theſe King- 
doms, when two of our Princes ſucceſlively publi- 


ned a Declaration in Favour of uſing Sports and 
Paſtimes on the Lord's Day, and ridiculouſly and 
impiouſly declared, that they did it out of a pious 


Care for the Service of GOD. It is much to be 


lamented, and will be to their laſting Infamy, that 


ſome of the Biſhops and Clergy pleaded for this 
Allowance ; while many of the Judges, Fuftices ef 
the Peace, and Lay-Gentry proteſted againſt it, and 


_ endeavoured to have it recalled. They publickly 


declared, that it had occaſioned ſuch Idleneſs, Drun- 
kenneſs, Lewdneſs and Debauchery, as had quite 
corrupted the People, and was an unfpeakable In- 
Jury to Trade and Huſbandry. But the Scheme 
of its Patrons was to harraſs and diſtreſs the Ven- 
conformiſts, and make Way for the Spread of Popery, 
Bleſſed be Goy, there is no ſuch Law now: the 
Princes of the preſent roya/ Houſe prefume not to 


diſpenſe with the Laws of Gop nor of the Kingdom. 


They have publiſhed Proclamations in Favour of the 
religious Obſervation of the Lord's Day, as the Laws 
Rrictly enjoin it; and I heartily wiſh they were at- 

1 tended 
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tended to and executed. I conclude this Head, with 
the Words of Dr. Clarke; having ſpoken of the 
| Fewwiſh Rigour in 'obſerving the Sabbath, he ſaith, 
»The worſe and more dangerous Extreme is, the 


© Habit of ſpending any Part of the Lord's Day 
© in Idleneſs, Gaming, and Amuſements ; which hath 
© been encouraged by Popery, and hich hath (to 


© ſo many Perſors) . been the Corruption of their 


Principles, and the entire Ruin of their Morals,” * 
I only add, 


6. It will fe 1 us for an eternal Sabbath. 


The Apoſtle obſerves, * there remainath a Reft 65 


the People of GOD.” + The Original is, as in the 
Margin, the keeping of a Sabbath. Heaven is de- 


ſcribed as a Temple, and the Work and Bleſſedneſs 


of it as one eternal Sabbath. Glorified Saints reſt 
from all their earthly Labours and Sorrows, and are 


employed perpetually in religious Worſhip, Work, 
and Service, Now, ſanctifying Sabbaths upon Earth 


is an excellent Preparative for this Ref, as it weans 
the Heart from earthly Things; furniſheth the Mind 


with uſeful Knowledge; trains it to a Habit of 


Thought, Reverence, and Devotion, and gives it a 


Reliſh for ſpiritual and intellectual Joys. Thoſe, 


who by profaning the Sabbath, have never contrac« 
ted that Reliſh, can never be happy, even in Hea · 


ven itſelf, How ill qualified are they for an eter- | 
nal Sabbath, who are continually ſaying of a ſhort - 


earthly one, wwhat*a. Wearineſs is it? ] conclude 
this Diſcourſe-with a Saying of that excellent Man 


. Mr. Philip Henry, who was always a ſtrict and re- 


ligious 
. Clarke" $ Sermons, v. x. S. 3, ad fin, 4+ Heb, iv. 9. 
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ligious Obſerver of the Lord's Day: After he had 
ſpent the Day in hie uſual Manner, devoting it 
entirely to the Exerciſes of Religion in publick or 


private, he uſed ſometimes to ſay to his Fami'ly. 


« Well, if this is not the Way to Heaven, I know 
not what is.“ 9 i bp 
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— — * 
£ OY 


Practical InrERENCEs. from the foregoing 


* 


Week — It will promote the Proſperity of our Coun- 


Diſcourſes on the a of the 
Lokp's Dar. | 


„ LeviTICUs xxiii. * 


* 9. he ſeventh Day is the Sabbath of A 


holy Convocation; ye ſhall de no Work. therein: 


I. is the Sabbath * the Lord in a 25 Daævel. 


12 895 


E have largely Wm the Ob- 
ligations Chriſtians ; are under to the Obſer- 
vation of the Lord's Day: —— Secondly, the Manner 
in which it is to be obſerved or kept holy ; name- 


ly — by a Reſ from all Buſineſs, Amuſement, and 


Recreation — and ſpending the whole of the Day in 
the Exerciſes of Religion, publick and private, as 
far as Health, Neceſſity, and Charity will admit. — 
In the laſt Diſcourſe we Thirdly, urged ſome Mo- 


tives and Arguments to excite to ſuch an Obſer- 
vation of the Sabbath: — particularly, that it will 


make it a delightful and edifying Day to our Souls 
— Tt will bring a Bleſſing on the other Days of the 


e 


bil. Prafiical Invunaxcns, Ge. 245 
try — It will tend to the Honour of God, and the 


Redeemer — It will help to maintain and advance 


Religion in the World —and will train us up, and 


fit us for, an eternal Sabbath of Reſt, Devotion and ; 
Felicity above. I proceed now to the laſt Thing. 


I propoſed, which was to conſider ſome Inferences, 
nen arifing from the Subject. 5 


APPLICATION. 


1. We have Recon to bleſs Gop for the lnſlitution 
of the Sabbath. : | 


It hath been already Ae vs, chat 0 Light of 


Nature would direct Men to ſet apart Jome Time. to 


reſt from their Labours, and to engage in publick 


Worſhip. But were it left to Men to determine the 


Proportion of Time, a great many Inconveniences 
would ariſe. Some cruel and covetous Princes and 
Maſters, would never, or but ſeldom, allow any Re- 
poſe to Men or Beaſts, They would think once-a- 
month, or perhaps once-a-year, full-enough for this 
Purpoſe. Whereas others of a ſuperſtitious Turn 
would impoſe the Obſervation of too many ſuch. 


Days: This would be an Injury to Trade and Com- 


merce, and produce a general Idleneſs; as is the 
Caſe in popiſh Countries, where they have Abun- 


dance of Holy-days, beſides the Lord's Day. Mm | 


- hould therefore be thankfully acknowledged, as 

Inſtance of the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, hae 
He hath fixed upon a certain Proportion of our Time, 
to be devoted to Ref and Worſhip: and that, ſuck 
a Proportion, as doth not break-in upon the ne- 
ceſſary Cares of Life, and ” is ſufficient, if pro- 
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perly improved, for the Support of Religion i in the 
World. 
Day of Ref, it appears a wiſe Inſtitution, and wor- 
thy of Him, whoſe tender Mercies are over all bis 
Works, and who taketh Care of Man and Beaſt” 


But when we conſider it as a Day ſanQlified and 


ſet-apart for religious Purpoſes, to improve the Sou! 


as well as to refreſh and invigorate the Body, it 
appears worthy the great Father of our Spirits : and 


the diſcovering and enforcing ſuch an Inſtitution, is 
a valuable Part of divine Revelation, Accordingly 
it is always repreſented in Scripture as a glorious 
Privilege, and an important Gift of GOD. So 
 Aofes tells the Iſraelites that the Lord had given 


them the Sabbith ; ' had diſtinguiſhed them from 


other People by this Fayour, as He required it by 
an expreſs Law, with” gracious Promiſes annexed to 
it. In like Manner, Nehemiah mentions this, _ 


other Inſtances of Gop's Kindneſs to Vrael, Thou 


madeſt - known unto them thy holy Sabbath.” + Goo 
himſelf reminds them of this, by the Prophet Exzehie!, 


: * Moreover I gave them my Sabbaths, that they might 


know that I am the Lord, which ſanQtifieth them.” | 
So that the Inſtitution of it is wiſe” and mercify! ; 
not only a Mark of Gop's Sovereignty, but an In- 
ſtance of his Kindneſs. Herein he hath joined our 
Duty and our Intereſt together, Let us then bleſs 
Goo, that He hath given u, the Sabbath. Let. us 
Praiſe him for our civil and religious Liberties; 
that we are-not Slaves to Men and obliged to work 
on this Day for impious and tyrannical Maſters. 
Let us bleſs Him for the Liberties of his aer 
* . 


® Exod. xvi. 62. 5 Nehem, ix, 14. 1 Esek. xx. 1% 


If the Sabbath were only conſidered as a. 
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and mat we have not a Famine of hearing the Word, 
All good Men are ſenſible they need ſuch Pauſes 
2s theſe in the Purſuit of the World; and they 
will be thankful, that they are ſo frequently called- 
off from the defiling, diſtracting Buſineſs of this 
Farth, to turn their Faces directly towards Heaven. 
Let it be obſerved and remembered, that this is the 


only holy Day appointed by divine Authority. Chriſt 


and his Apoſtles never conſecrated any Days to the 
Commemoration of his Birth, Death, Reſurrection, 


and Aſcenfion, but the Lord's Day ;.and no Day at. 


all, to the Commemoration of Saiats and Angels ; 
therefore we are not obliged. to obſerve any ſuch 


a 


Days, as particular Churches may think proper to 


conſecrate, It is much to be wiſhed, that they 


who chooſe to regard them, would do it zo the Lor: 


and, they who do not regard them, would bleſs Gow, 


that they have one Day in a Week, ſet apart by his 
Authority, for religious Purpoſes, and are not bound 


by that Authority to a like Obſervation of other 


Days, Let them at the ſame Time be careful not 


to judge their Brethren, who are otherwiſe minded, 


as they may obſerve other Days to the Lora. 
2. It is mack to be lamented, that the Sabbath +4 


is ſo ſhamefully profaned and polluted among us. 
1 1 is a Sin, that every ſincere Chriſtian will lay 


very much to Heart and deeply bewail before Goo. 


It is a melancholy Reflection, that ſo many Di- 
vines have ſet themſelves to diſprove its Morality, 
and leſſen its Obligation: for when once it is ſet 


aſide as a Law of G O D, it is vain to teach it 
as a Commandment 11 Men. It is a — Thing. 


that 


1 


| 
« 
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that ſuch Multitudes * forſake the afembling of them- 


' felves together, and ſpend the Sabbath in Idlenefs 
and Amuſement. Others only attend divine Wor- 


ſhip on one Part of the Day, ſpending the reſt in 


| Viſiting or Recreation; and yet many of them will 
appear in the Face of a Chriſtian Congregation, 
pProfeſſing their Belief of the four/h Commandment 28 
a Law of Gov, and praying that He would incline 
their Hearts to obſerve it. You cannot but ſee, 
how wretchedly the Sabbath is profaned, where-ever 
you go. One is journeying; another taking his 


Pleaſure; a third following his Buſineſs; and thus 
the Lord's Day is made (if I may ſo expreſs it) a 


very Dunghill-day, on which they throw all the 


Refuſe-buſineſs of the Week. What Multitudes are 


there, who ſeem to have ſome periodical Illneſs, and 
are ſure, almoſt every Lord's Day, to be indiſpoſed. 


They content themſelves with frivolous Pretences 


of Want of Health, which are never urged when 
Buſineſs or Pleaſure call them: or they muſt take 
 Phyſick on that Day, purely becauſe they will not 
ſpare another from their Buſineſs: (for of the real 


want of Health there is no Controverſy.) Thus they 


evidently ſhow, that they are Lovers of the Verl 
and of Pleaſure, more than Lovers of Gop, Nay, 


ſome go further than this, and, like the Pharijte, 


will neither enter into the Kingdom of Gop 7hen- 


elves, nor permit others to enter: for they take Pains 


do render thoſe ridiculous, who ſtrictly obſerve the 


Sabbath. They call their Conduct, /erupulous Pre. 
ciſingſi, and brand it as a Piece of Jeauiſi Superſſi- 


tion. This is the melancholy State of our Coun- 
try; while at the ſame Time, our Magiſtrates are 


_ 
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aſleep, and too many Chriſtian-miniſters, by their 
Doctrine and Example, abet theſe ſinful Indulgen- 
ces and Neglects. And can we wonder, that the 
Lord hath @ Controver/y auiti us ? Shall I not wife. 
| for theſe Things, ſaith the Lord? Shall not my 
Soul be avenged on ſuch a Nation as this?” Let 
our Souls, Brethren, deeply lament ſuch Provoca- 
tions, and be grieved that Gop's holy Day is ſo 
profaned, polluted and perverted : for this is the 
Character of a good Man, © Do not I hate thoſe, that 
late thee ? am I not grieved with thoſe, that ri/e up 
againſt thee, to affront and to neglect thine Inſtitu- 


tions? IJ hate them with Oe? Hatred; I count 


them mine Enemies. we 


3. They who have been guilty of . the Sab- 
bath, have great Reaſon to be humble and penitent. 


© Bled is the Man, ſaith the Prophet, that keepeth 
the Sabbath from polluting it.“ The Reverſe of this 
is (and it is a dreadful Thought) Cur/ed is the Man 
who polluteth it. How far any of you are expoſed 
to this Curſe, I muſt leave to Gop and your own 
| Conſciences, I cannot but fear it lies heavy upon 
many. Give me leave a little to expofulate with 
you,——You have heard the Obligations you are 
under to ſanCtify the Lord's Day, and the Duties 
which Gop requires of you upon it. Let me now 
addreſs you, as Nehemiah did the Nobles of- Fudah, 
* What evil Thing is this that ye do, and profane the. 
| Sablath-day?" Doth Gop allow you fix Days for 
your own Work, and give you perhaps Health, Proſ- 
perity and Succels ; 3 14 will Law rob him of the /e- 
| venthÞ 


© ies cxxxix, 21, 22. 


Prayer: 


Dif. 6. 
vent Thou that abhorreſt Idols, doſt thou commit 
Sacrilege? Will you reſent a Robbery committed 
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upon you by a Highway-man, a Houſe- breaker, or 


a Servant ? and will you rob GOD? rob him of 
his ſacred Time and his juſt Homage? Conſider, 
what Advantages you have deprived yourſelves of, 
by polluting his Day ; ; the Advantages of publick 
Worſhip, or of private Reading, Reflection, and 
Advantages, that might have made you 
eminent and experienced Chriſtians and. Heirs of a 
glorious Immortality; Theſe you have loſt ; and for 
what? To fave a little Time or Money by travel- 


ling; for an idle Viſit, or a trifling.' Amuſement, 


Have you no Concern in the Work of a Sabbath ? 


Nothing of any Conſequence depending then? ? Is 


your Soul of no Value? Did Chriſt ſhed his pre- 
cious Blood for a Thing of nought? If you only 
attend publick Worſhip, and trifle away the reſi of 
the Sabbath, is it any Thing elſe but Cuſtom or 
ſome Senſe of Decency, that brings you to the 
Houſe of Gop? Were your Hearts ſincere, you 
would never think of dividing the Day between 
Gop and the World, —— Conſider further, what 


' Diſhonour you have done to Gov, by polluting his 


Sabbath; what Contempt you havg put upon the 
Lord jeſus, upon his Religion, upon his Miniſters, 
and your Fellow-chriſtians. Think what Miſchief 
you have done to others, to your Children, Servants 
and Neighbours, by ſetting them a bad Example, 
and laying a Stumbling-block in their Way. Their 
Profanation of the Sabbath may be charged to your 

Aecount: and woe to the Man, by whom the Of- 
| fence cometh ! You have, many of you, been trained 


up 
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op in a religious Obſervation of the Sebbark : your 
Parents or other -Relations, have ſet you an Ex- 
ample of it, and warned you againſt every Thing 
that would pollute it. And is not this an Aggra- 
vation of your Guilt? I am perſuaded, your Con- 
ſciences often condemn you, when you violate the 
Re or negle& the Devotions of the Sabbath. And 
ſhall the Law and Goſpel, your Miniſters and Pa- 
rents, and your own Conſciences, ſpeak and plead 
with you in vain ? —— Conſider further, to what 
Ungodlineſs and Ruin this Sin may increaſe. Many 
have acknowledged at the Gallows, that their break». 
ing the Sabbath was the e Step that led them 
there: and tho Fools and Libertines may deſpiſe 
ſuch Acknowledgments, they are yet an honoura- | 
ble Teſtimony to Gop and his Ways. He hath 
many Times brought dreadful Judgments upon Sab- 
tath-breakers, cut them off in the very Midſt of 
their Impiety 3 ſo that it appeared to be the very 
Finger of GOD, and an awful Leſſon, What a 
fearful Thing it is to provoke the Lord to Jeatouſy, | 
and to fall into the Hands of the living Gopn,'—— 
Conſider what Miſery ſuch unhappy Creatures are 
now enduring in the eternal World, who have pro- 
faned and trifled away the Sabbath. "They are 
mourning their Wickedneſs and Folly, now it is 
too late to correct it. They are wiſhing for one of 
theſe Days of the Son of Man, They will never 
en;0y another Sabbath, never hear another Prayer, 
or another Sermon. They will never have another 
Day, or Hour, or Moment of Reſt and Repoſe. And 
will you not dread having your Portion among 
fach wretched and miſerable Creatures ? Once ä 
more; 
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| more; * will you ſay, when God calls you to 
an Account for profaned and abuſed Sabbaths } Will 
you plead, that it was the Faſhion, and that Men 
of good Characters did ſo; when you know. the 
Command of Gos is, be not conformed to this World; 
partake not of their Sins, leſt you alſo partake of 
their Plagues ? What Excuſe will you make for 
yourſelves before the ſupreme Judge, for having 


violated a moſt profitable, wiſe, and merciful Inſtitu- 


- tion? You have need to be deeply humbled and truly 
penitent, before this tranſitory Scene cloſes: and [ 
pray Gov to convince you of your Sin and Dan- 
ger, before you fall under his dreadful fh 
Curſe. 


4. They who ies hitherto religioully obſerved 
the Sabbath, ought to be thankful and perſevere. 


Be thankful (my Brethren) to, and for, your Parents, 
. Maſters and Teachers, who kept you under ſuch 
Reſtraints on that Day, as you now eſteem right 
and ſalutary, tho“ in younger Life, they might ap- 
pear irkſome to you: who kept you from running 
with others to the ſame Exceſs of Folly and Im- 
piety, and taught you the good Ways of the Lord. 
Be thankful eſpecially for divine Grace, that bleſ- 
ſed their pious Attempts and led you to ſanctif/ 
|  Gov's Sabbath and reverence his Sanctuary. Let me 
| Exhort you to proceed in the good old Way of keep- 

ing the Sabbath-day holy. Let others cenſure and 
make a Jeſt of you, as being too ſcrupulous on this 
Head: it is an Errour on the beſt Hand; and you 
will never repent of your Steadfaſtneſs in deſpiſing 
85 their Cenſutes and e the Lord's "oy to ” 
Lord's 
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Lord's Work. The molt effectual Way to anſwer 
the Objections and Sneers of ſuch Scorners, is, to 
let them ſee, by your whole Conduct, that you are 
the better for your Sabbath- employment: that it 


gives a Tincture of Religion to your daily Behavi- 


our; makes you diligent in Buſineſs on your own 
Days; honeſt in your Dealings, frugal in your Ex- 


. pences, Charitable to the Poor, affable and good - 
natured in your Families, and ready to every good 


Word and Work. Whatever others do, let me. en- 


treat you to do i,; ſtill /ay hold on it, and keep 


the Sabbath from polluting it; for _ is the Seay. 


that doerkh fo! | 
5. They who are obliged to ſpend ſolitary Sab- | 


baths, ſhould endeavonr to improve their Time well, 


| When our Lord was foretelling the Deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem, he ſaith to his Diſciples * pray that your 
Flight be not os che Sabbath-day : * where he inti- 


mates, that tho' it may be lawful to fly from their 
Enemies on that Day, it would add to their Diſ- 


treſs, to be obliged to bave their Flight upon it. 


In like Manner it will be grievous to a good Man 


to be detained from publick Worſhip, or hindered 


in the private Exerciſes of Religion, by Caſes of 


Neceflity, When ſuch Caſes occur, and God evi- 
dently gives you a Diſpenſation from the general 


Law of the Sabbath, let it be your Care to employ |. 
your Time as well as you can; in Reading, in 


piou Thoughts, Reflection, and Prayer. If you 


are neceſſarily obliged to travel, endeavour to con- 


rerſe with Gop and your own Hearts by the ee 
M and 


Matt. xxiv. 20. 


ff a 
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and let your Acquaintance know the Neceflity you 


are under, that they may not make an ill Uſe of 


your Example. Let thoſe, who are confined by 


IIIneſs, with fick Perſons or young Children, en- 


deavour to have their Hearts fixed on Gop and 
divine Things : let them not ſpeak their own Words, 
nor purſue their own Thoughts; but labour to have 
the Frame of their Spirits ſuited to the Deſign of 


the Day. Then may they hope that Gop will be | 


with them, and make the Houſe of Confinement 
and Affliction, as the Howe of GOD and the Gate 
of Heaven; and that thoſe: Words may be applied 
to them,. in which Gop promiſes his pious People, 
when diſperſed in Babylon and mourning the Want 
of. publick Ordinances, * I will be to them as à itil. 
Sanctuary in the Countries where wy ſhall come.“ 
— 1 add, once more, | 


6. We ſhould do all we can to ou other to 
ſanctify the Sabbath, 


Providence gives us many Opportunities and lays 
us under many Obligations, to promote the Obſerva- 
tion of the Sabbath in others. I am not addreſ- 
ſing to any Magiſtrates; or I would ſtrenuouſly urge 
them to put our good Laws in Execution, againſt 
- thoſe that profane it; elſe the Guilt will, in Part, 
lie upon them. Thus Nehemiah contended with the 
Nobis of Fudah, becauſe they did not puniſh thoſe, 


who followed their Trades on the Sabbath-day ; and 


ſaid unto them, awhat evil Thing is this that ye di, 
and profane the Sabbath-day ? But it is our Duty, my 


Friends, to af the Aab in this _ Work. 
755 It 


. 16. 
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It is our Duty to inform him of thoſe who pro- 
fane God's Sabbath, where their Crimes come 
wichin the Cognizance of the Law; and in this 
Reſpect, as the Prophet expreſſeth it, to call. for 
Juſtice. T It is ridiculous to complain of Magiſtrates 
neglecting their Duty, if we will not do ours. If 
we ſee Perſons following their Buſineſs and Sports, 
it is our Duty, from every Principle of Chriſtianity, 
Loyalty and Benevolence, to lay an Ixformation againſt 
them. It is pity that any ſhould be backward to 
come-in, as Witneſſes in Behalf of Gop and his 
Day. To ſay, I will not turn Isformer,” is in Ef- 
fet, to ſay, I am a Hypocrite or a trifling luke- 
warm Chriſtian ; that have very little Love to Gop 
or to my Brethren, It is to ſay, with curſed Cain, 
An I my Brother's Kefer? Can this Negligence 
be reconciled with Love to Gop, or Concern for 
the Happineſs of Men? Can it be reconciled with 
Prayers for a Reformation of Manners? Will our 
Zeal bring us under an odious Name ? What then ? 
s it odious in the Sight of Gop? Is it odious in 
the Sight of good Men? Was not the Lord of the 
Sabbath called Beelebub? There is, as it were, a 
Conflict in the World, between Gon and Satan; be- 
tween Piety and Profaneneſs: and can he be a good 
Man, that ſtands deuter? When Gop ſaith, ale is 
en my Side? ſhall we cowardly draw back and ne- 
ver appear for him and his Cauſe? Vice is a mean 
and ſneaking Thing ; and 'a reſolute Chriſtian, who 
is zealous for the Lord of Hoſts, will be had in 
Reputation by thoſe, whom he is even the Inſtru- 
ment of puniſhing. I heartily wiſh we had more 
M 2 | ._ chriſtian 
.% Ia, lix, 4+ "I 
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and to Maid-ſervants. You are to employ no Ser- 
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chriſtian Courage, and Self. denial, that we may bring 


to Puniſhment thoſe who contemn God, and may 


_ _ riſe up againſt theſe that riſe up againſt Him, — 
Further, you are under indiſpenſible Obligations to 
engage your Children and Servants to ſanctify the 
Sabbath. This you may do, and can have no rea- 


ſonable Excuſe for neglecting it. The fourth Con- 
mandment Tequireth all Parents, Maſters and Mi- 
treſſes, to oblige their Children and Servants to keep 


it: Thou, nor thy Sen, nor thy Daughter, nor thy 


Man: ſervant, nor thy Maid-/ſervant.” Parents are to 
be careful, that neither their Sons nor Daughters 


do any Thing inconſiſtent with the Ref of the Sab- 


bath. One of the firſt Things Children are capa- 


ble of learning, is, to diſtinguiſh this Day from 


others. They ought to be obliged to lay-afide their 


other Days-exerciſes and Diverſions ; and be brought 
to the publick Aſſembly, even before they are ca- 
R pable of exerciſing themſelves to Godlineſs, or judg- 
ing much of the Reaſon and Deſign of the Day. 
As ſoon as they are capable of underſtanding and 
learning, it is your Duty to inform them of theſe. 
Read to them, and teach them by Heart, the fourth 


Commandment, and thoſe Texts in the Prophet 1/aiah, 


which I have been inſiſting upon, and which re- 


commend the Obſervation of the Sabbath. Let Pa- 


rents reſtrain their Children from rambling about; 


from idly ſtaring in the Streets on the Lord's Day; 
ſet them an Example of Sabbath-/an&ification, and re- 
preſent to them the Reaſonableneſs' and the Advan- 
tages of it.—— The Charge next lies upon Maſters 
and Miftreſes, with Reſpe& both to Men-ſervants 


vanis 
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vants in any Trade or Calling ; nor ſhould they be 
| allowed to follow their Diverſions; nor are they to 
be employed in the Buſineſs of the Family, ſo as 
to be deprived of publick Worſhip. I muſt cenſure 
and condemn the Practice of many, in keeping Ser- 
vants at Home one Part of the Day, merely to get 


Dinner; becauſe it is unneceſſary, if you will be 
content with plain Food; and it is undoubtedly an 


Injury to the Souls of your Servants This one 
Conſideration, I ſhould think, would make any good 
Maſters or Miſtreſſes willing to deny themſelves, 
and be content with what may not be quite ſo ele- 
gant and palatable : that it is for the Good of an im- 
mortal Soul; a Soul for which Chriſt died; Chriſt, 
who pleaſed not himſelf. The pious Mr. Hervey, in 


a Letter to a Friend who had ſent him ſome Veniſon 


= a Saturday, thus expreſſeth himſelf; I thank 
you for your Veniſon: but it will not be drefled 

* To-morrow. My whole Family is to be at Court: : 
_ * the King of Heaven. hath ſent poſitivg Orders; and 
© he will not excuſe either Man-ſervant, or Maid-/er- 
* vant.) You are obliged to reſtrain your Servants 
from going abroad, and miſpending their Time on 
that Day. Such is the Character of the Generality 
of Servants, that this will be a diſagreeable Re- 
ſtraint to them. They think, they may as well have 
Liberty, as other Servants, whoſe Maſters and Miſ- 
treſſes care not for their Souls, But it is your Duty 
to infiſt upon their ſanRifying the Sabbath. If they 
vill not ſubmit to this Reſtraint, part with them. 
If ever they become ſerious and good, they will 
thank you for your Care: if not, it is no Mat- 
ter what becomes of them ; and your Family is rid 
„ . | of 


* . 
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of an impious profane Member. For I will Veit» 

ture to ſay, a Servant, that looks upon it as 4 
Griewante, to be kept from rambling on the Sab. 
| bath, and to be employed, for a reaſonable. Time, 
in Reading and Prayer, is utterly deſtitute of all 

| Religion, and hath: not the Fear of Gop before his 
or her Eyes. For want of this wiſe and ſalutary 

Reſtraint, they contract a Habit cf Idleneſs, get into 
ill Company and follow bad Courſes; and ſo may 
do you, or your Children, infinitely more Miſchief 
one Way, than their beſt Service can do you Good 
another. The Diſobedience and Degeneracy of 
Servants, fo commonly complained of, is very much 
owing to their Neglect of the Sabbath. It is a 
T you Saying of Biſhop Reynolds, * Take Care that 
your Servants do their Duty 7 GOD, and Gor. | 
will take Care they do their Duty zo you.” I pray 
Soy to give you, who are Servants, Wiſdom and 
Grace to value and improve thoſe religious Ad- 
vantages, which you enjoy in many Families; and 
enable your Maſters and Miſtreſſes to. do their Duty 

faithfully to you. My Friends, the Souls of our Ser- 
vants are committed to us; and if they learn Wick- 

. edneſs in our Families, if we negle& doing our Part 
to make them good, Gop will reckon with us for 
it: and I heartily wiſh, their Blood may never be 

required at our Hands. —— Once more, let us all, 
in every Circumſtance and Rank in Life, unite our 

'. earneſt Prayers, that Gop would incline Men's Hearts 
to keep the Law of the Sabbath better. Particularly, 
that He would fiir up our Magiftrates to put the 
| Laws in Execution againſt the Profaners of it, and 
to be, in this and every other Reſpect, the es” 
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of GOD for Good.“ Let us pray, that Parents, 
Maſters and Miſtreſſet, may keep the Sabbath holy 
themſelves ; and, as far as poſſible, oblige their Chil- 
dren and Servants to do ſo; that by putting Ini- 
quity from their Tabernacles, they may have the Bleſ- 
ſing of Gop upon them. Let us pray that the r; Ang 
Centration may early learn to reverence and love the 
Sabbath, and contract a Reliſh for Reading, Devo- 
tion and religious Converſe. And. let us pray, 
that Gop would quicken our own Spirits, that we 
may not be aſhamed to appear ſingularly and ſteadi- 
ly good, and religiouſly. to obſerve the Sabbath, in 
_ the Midſt of a crooked and perverſe Nation; notwith- 
ſtanding its evil Examples, pernicious Maxims, and 
bittereſt Cenſures. Then ſhall we find Improve- 
ment in Religion, and Peace in our own Conſci- 
ences. Then ſhall we have Praiſe of Gop; enjoy 
many comfortable Foretaſtes and Earneſts of the 
eternal Sabbath, and at length be admitted to Join 
in its Work, and ſhare in its Joy. _ 

Having thus finiſhed what I intended on this im- 
portant Subject, let me ſay, it becomes you to in- 
quire what Effect it hath had upon your Minds, and 
| what Improvement you have made of all that hath 

been ſaid. If any of you will proceed in profa- 
ning the Sabbath ; if you will ſtill purſue your Jour- 
neys, make familiar Viſits, do your own Ways, and 
find your own Pleaſures, give me leave to ſay, you 
will be more inexcuſable than ever. You are an- 
ſwerable to Gop for your Contempt of Jr In/litu- 
tion and all the Injury you hereby do, to your own 
Souls, to the Souls of others, and to the Credit and 
—_ of f. my. 1 not hops, that ſome 8 
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of you are come to a Reſolution to leave-off theſe 
irreligious and miſchievous Practices? that you and 


your Houſes will more carefully ſanctify the Sab. 


- bath, and more ſteadily ferve the Lord? Give me 
leave to add one general Remark on the whole 
Subject. In order to judge of the Character of my 
Acquaintance, and their real State towards Gov, I 
have always obſerved and inquired, how they kept 


the Sabbath, I look upon the religious Obſervation 


of it, as a good Proof of their Piety; and a Neg- 


le& of it, as a melancholy Proof, that they are 
inſincere in Heart, whatever they may proſeſs: and 


| by taking in the whole of their Conduct, as far as 
it hath come to my Knowledge, I think I have not 
been deceived in my Sentiments concerning them. 


Thoſe, that have ftrily obſerved'the Sabbath, have 


been, in other Reſpects, the beſt Chriftians : thoſe 


that bave been careleſs herein, have ſhown, by other 
Inſtances in their Behaviour, that they have not 
had the Root of the Matter in them, So that, upon 


the. whole, I muſt be of the ſame Mind, with that 
pious Divine, Mr. Bolton, It is a thoufand to one 


© that a firit Obſerver of the Lord's Day is /ncere 
towards Gop; and as great odds, that a Sabbath- 


breaker, however he may deceive himſelf, is a 


* Hypocrite.” —1 conclude this Diſcourſe and Sub- 


ject with the Words of Nehemiah, after he had de- 


ſcribed his zealous Attempts to promote the Sanc- 


tification of the Sabhath, Remember me, O my GOD, 


concerning this alſo, and ſpare me according. to the 
a of thy Mercy.* Amen. 
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DISCOURSES, 


On. the HEAVENLY STATE, contin 
under the Idea of a SABBATH, 


DISCOURSE 1. 
Haznuzws iv. * 
There remaincth therefore 4 Reſt 10 the People * GOD: 


| & HAVE boon targely diſcourſing to you. on the 
important Subject of the religious Ob/ervation of 


the Sabbath And I hope it will not be unpleafant 
or unedifying to have your Thoughts. now directed 
to the eternal. Sabbath, or that State of perfect Reſt, 


Devotion, Holinefs, and Bliſs, which Gop hath pre- 
pared for his People, It was cuſtomary amongſt the 


Jews to repreſent future Happineſs under the Idea . 
of a Sabbath, and expound many of thoſe Paſſages | 


in their Law, where the Sabbath is mentioned, ag 
typifying or prefiguring the heavenly State. And 
I think they are juſtified herein, by thoſe Paſſages 
of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, where the A * 
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; repreſents the Inſtitutions of the Law, as Patterns, 
Figures, and Shadows, of heavenly Things; and by 


what he ſays to the Colofians, That their Sabbath. 
days were a Shadow of Things to come, not mere. 
ly of the chriſtian Sabbath, its Re and Work, but 


the better Bleflings of the future State, But the 


Juſtice of this Alluſion and Compariſon appears molt 


| plainly from the Context; in which the Apoſtle 


ſhows, that we Chriſtians have a Reſt to hope and 


labour for, as well as the 1/raelites: a Ref typified 
by Gop's reſting on the ſeventh Day and bleſſing 


it. He proves this, by that Paſſage in' the xcvth 


 P/alm, where David intimates, that there was 


then a Reft to be obtained by Gop's People; and 


that in order to poſſeſs it, it was neceſſary they 
ſhould hear his N and not be diſobedient, as their 
* If, faith the Apoſtle, Jeſus, or, as 
it ſhould be rendered, Jaſiua, had given them Ref, 


Fathers were. 


that final Refl, which Gop intends for his People, 


David would not have ſpoken of another Day of 


Trial, implying another Re.“ What Gop ſaith of 
entering into his Reſt, cannot be confined to their 


| Reft in Canaan, becauſe David ſpeaks of anuther 
Reſt; even when they were in Poſſeſſion of Canaar, 
under the Government of David, and enjoyed Gov't 


Sabbaths there. If Jeſiua had given them all that 


Re, which was typified by the Fewri/h Sabbath, 
David would not have ſpoken of another and fu- 
ture Re. From theſe Principles he draws this Con- 
ſequence in the Text, There remaineth a Reſt 10 the 
People of GOD. And it is obſervable, . that the 
—_ in this Place, ee the Word he had 
before 


. Col, i. 17. 
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before uſed to Conkle Reft. That uſed in the former 
Verſes, chiefly denotes a Ceſſation or Ref from La- 
bour and Trouble. But the Word in our Text is, as 
in the Margin, the keeping of a Sabbath, that is, a 
hely Refi. So that you ſee, the Happineſs of Heaven 
is repreſented as the conſtant keeping of a Sabbath, 
A moſt inſtructive and —_— ET nn ! — 
J propoſe, 


Firſt, To conſider the bil or Deſcription here 
given of Heaven, as A Sabbath, or holy Rept. 


Second] ly, 'To ſhow for * it remains; dw; 
for the People of GOD. — And then make' a 
ſuitable Application of the Subject, 


Firſt, 1 am to conſider the Idea, or NDeſcrindian 
here given of Heaven, as a Sabbath or holy Ref. 


As we have formerly conſidered the Rz and the 
Work of the Sabbath on Earth, ſo in order to il- 
luſtrate the Apoſtle's Compariſon and Idea in the 
Text, let us conſider Heaven as a State of perfett 
Reft, — as a State of the nobleſt Devotion and En- 
joyment, and — on both theſe Aceounts, infinitely 
— our beſt Sabbaths on Earth. 


I. Heaven is repreſented as a State of Rept 


„ a Reft from all earthly bene aud 
Employments — from the Moleſtation of Enemies — 
from the Anxieties and Sorrows of Life — and a Set- 
tlement in a State of perfect Serenity and hon Cont 
placency. | 


1. It is a 0% from all N Labours and Em- 
poymenty 3 1 . 
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From all ſuch Labours and Employments, : as we are 


| engaged about here below relating to the Body. 


So it is ſaid, in the Verſe following the Text, * he 
that is entered into his Ref, he alſo hath ceaſed from 
his own Works, as Gop did from his.“ He enters 
on as. compleat a Ref, as Gop did, when he had 
finiſhed all his. Works. Here, as Solomon obſerveth, 
all Things are full of Labour.” And it is wiſely 
appointed by Providence, that ſuch Creatures as-we 
are, ſhould have our Hands employed in making 


Provifion for the Suſtenance and Convenience of the 


Body, and for the Advantage of our Fellow-crea- 
tures, The firſt Man was doomed in the Sweat of 
| his Face to procure and eat his Bread; and his 
Deſcendants are more or lefs obliged to labour. 
Tho' this be neceſſary in itſelf, and. conducive to 
the Health of the Body, and the general Good, yet 
to Souls, ſenſible of their intellectual Powers and 
immortal Nature, it is tedious. Jt is particularly 
| ſo, as theſe Labours and Cares conſume moſt of 

our Time, and are apt to divert the Attention from 

better Things. — But in the future State, there will 
be no further Occaſion to enquire, © what we Thall 
eat and drink, and wherewith we ſhall be clothed.” 

This Earth and all that is herein ſhall be burat-up, 

'and all the Toil that is now ſpent upon it and its 

products, ſhall be over. The Body will not want 

thoſe Proviſions and Accommodations, which are ne- 

ce ſſary for it at prefent. It will be changed into 2 

| ſpiritual Body; capable of ſubſiſting without daily 

Supplies; not ſubject to Hunger, Thirſt, or Weari- 

neſs. Good Men ſhall be /ike the Angels of GOD, 


; and. live and converſe as | thoſe Spirits do, — 2 
; | 80 


Diſ. 1. under the Ilias of a SABBATH: | Py 
Soul likewiſe will no more labour and toil in forks. 

ing. Schemes and carrying on Deſigns, ſuited only 
to the Body and the preſent World.. Nor will it 
toil, as it now doth, in the Purſuit of Truth ant 
| Knowledge: nor be exerciſed. with. ſuch laborious 
Reſearches, and. tedious, long Inquiries, before it 
can come to any tolerable Certainty. Much Study 
in Heaven will neither be a Perplexity to the 
Mind, nor a Wearine/s to the Fleſk.—The laborious 
Duties of the. chriſtian Life, as Watchfulneſs, Mor- 
tification and Self-denial, will then be ſuperſeded; 
and both Body and Mind enjoy Repoſe after all 
the Fatigues of this Pilgrimage. So it is aid, 
« Bleſſed are the Dead that die in the Lord, that. 
they may reſt from: their Labours. ——Purther, 


2. It is a Reft from the Moleftation of Enemies. 


Tbis is an Enemy's Country. We are like the 


Ifraelites in the Wilderneſs, ſurrounded. with them 
on every fide, —— Satan and his Confederates difo 
turb and tempt. us. They are numerous, ſttong and 
ſubtle. They combine with the Corruptions of our 
own Hearts; make uſe of every Occurrence to do 
us Miſchief, and graft ſome Temptation upon every 
Circumſtance of Life. But good Men ſhall reſt from 
Satan's Temptations. The. Accuſer and Tempter 
of Chriſtians ſhall be caſf out, and never give them 
any more Diſturbance. Here the World and the 
Things of it are our Enemies. They are ſuited to our 
animal Nature; and fome Love to them is allow- 
able, or we ſhould never purſue them. But we © 
often exceed in our Affection to the World. Our 


0 Rev, xiv, 13 | 
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Hearts are too much entangled with it, and we 
abuſe it. But there is a time coming, when this 
evil World ſhall be no more; when the Soul ſhall 
get beyond its Power, be ſuperiour to all its Allure. 
ments and_ never be diſtracted and divided by it. 
lere Wicked Men are the Enemies of Gob's 
People: the Righteous are grieved with their un- 


godly Converſation, and expoſed to Temptations by 


their neceſſary Intercourſe with them. They often 
meet with violent Perſecution, cruel Mockings, or 
bitter Reproaches from them; even for their Piety 
and Steadineſs. But the Wicked ſhall be rarned into 
Hell, and never moleſt Gop's People any more. In 


that better World the Wicked ceaſe from troubling : 


and thoſe that are wearied with their Wickedneſs, 
are at reſt They ſhall fit down with Chriſt on 
his Throne; that is, enjoy a State of 3 Dige 
nity and Triumph.—Again, « 


of Life. 


Man is born to Gable and good Men have 2 
large Share of it, But it ſhall all ceaſe, when they 
enter into Gop's Reſt. Here, they ſhare in pub - 
lick Calamities, and have many Oiſtreſſes, Alarms and 


Fears, relating to the Concerns of their own Na- 


tion and the Church of Gop. But there, all na- 
tional, publick Connections are diſſolved. That is 
a Kingdom which can never be moved, or ſhaken, 
Sword, Famine, Peſtilence, Storms, Earthquakes, are 
never heard of there.——Good Men have many /ccial 
Troubles; many ariſing from their Connections. with 


others, in the ſame Town, PIETY — 
| an 


* 
4 


Dic x, | 
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and Charakiy from many that hate Peace, love Con- 
\ tention, ſow Diſcord and ſpread Scandal; from their 
Ignorance, Perverſeneſs, Pride, and Prejudice, They 
ſhare in the Sorrows of others, and, while at Eaſe 
in their own Minds, weep with them that weep . 
They have many domeftick Troubles and Diſtreſſes; 
ariſing from the Difficulty of providing for their 
Families, their Uncertainty how to difpoſe. of them 
in Life, and their Anxieties ' about their Welfare. 
The Pains, - Sickneſs and Death of their Friends, 
Children, and other Relatives, affect them much; 
their perverſe, ill Behaviour, more. But hereafter 
they reſt from all theſe Troubles. Good Men will 
all meet in the better Country, and have loſt all 
their Imperfections; every Thing that is the Foun- 
dation of Sorrow to themſelves, or Uneaſineſs to 
others: and thoſe that are wicked will be removed 
to ſuch a Diſtance from them, as to give them no 
more Vexation.— The People of Gop are no more 
expoſed to perſonal AﬀiQtons, to Poverty, Pain, or 
Sickheſs, to tedious Days or weariſome Nights, Not 
one of that long Catalogue of . Diſeaſes, to which 
human Nature is now liable, ſhall. ever attack them, 
The Bodies of the Saints, now vile, weak and cor- 
ruptible, fhall become glorious, ſtrong, incorrupti= 
ble. The Mind too ſhall have no Imperfections. 
Its inbred Corruptions ſhall be removed, There 
will be no -irregular Deſires, and tumultuous. Paſ- 
ſions. They ſhall ceaſe, and .reſt from Sin, their 
greateſt and moſt deadly Enemy: They ſhall be 
free from its Power, Dominion, - Relicks, and very : 
Being, Thus we are told in Scripture, * that there 


® Rey, xxi. 4. 
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tall be mo more ; Curſe, that Gov ſhall wipe away 

all Tears from their Eyes, and there ſhall be neither 

Sorrow: nor Crying, nor Pain, for the em * 
are paſled away. once more, 8 


4. This Re, includes a Settlement in a Sint of 


perfect Serenity and full Complacency, 


© Gop reſted from his Work on the ſeventh Day, 
and wa, refreſhed. Thus the Ref of good People 
ſhall be ſo entire and compleat, that it *. be, in 


ſome Meaſure, compared to this Ref of God. 


There is nothing from within or without, to dif 
turb their Repoſe. T hey look back, with Satisfacs 
tion and Thankfulneſs, on the Duties they have 
diſcharged, the Graces they have arquired, yea, the 
tumultuous and tempting Scenes thro? which they 
have paſſed. And they fit: down in an undiſturbed 
State; reſting in Gov, triumphing in their Intereſt 
in bim and Enjoyment of him. They have not 
one Deſire ungratified; They have nothing to wiſh 
for more. Their Comforts have no Sting in them, 

and their Joy cannot be exceſſive. Thus the de- 
vout P/almi/t ſaith, © I ſhall behold thy Face in 
Righteouſneſs, I ſhall zr /atizfied when I awake with 
thy Likeneſs,'F Thus, as the Prophet Haial ob- 
ſerves, *© the Work of Righteouſneſs ſhall be Peace, 
and the Effect of Righteouſneſs,  Duietneſs and A/- 
| ferance for ever. 1 This is the firſt Thing included 


ia the Notion of Heaven here given us, as a. Sab- 
bath: it is a State of perfect Ref, I obſerve, 


IT. It is. a State of the nobleſt Devotion, — 
— Enjoyment. 9 6 
* 


= Exod, xxti, 17, + Palm ail, 15 + lh zul. 17. 
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The greateſt Part of this Ref, as above deſcribed, 
would conſtitute only a zegatzive Happineſs ; or ra- 
ther, would be no Happineſs at all. A State of In- 
activity would be quite inconſiſtent with our rati- 
onal Natures. Had our Faculties no Obje& to work 
upon, after we have done with this World; or none 
ſuited to their Nature or had they no reliſh for 
ſuch an Exerciſe, they would turn-in upon the 
Soul, torment it and make it miſerable: this will 
be the Caſe of the Wicked in Hell. But beſides 
the Ren above deſcribed, the Soul will be con- 
tinually exerciſed in the Service of Gop and in the 
Contemplation and Enjoyment of his infinite Perficti- 
ons; and from hence ariſeth its Happineſs. The 
Sabbath above is not a bare ceaſing from Sin; but the 
Exerciſe of all thoſe holy Duties, which are proper. 
to that State of Re,; all the Acts of Homage, Gra- 
titude and Obedience, which the Nature of Gop, 
our Relation to him and Happineſs in him, re- 
quire. Heaven is deſcribed as a State of perfe# 
Holineſs, The Sabbath is to be kept holy now 
and the Happineſs. of Heaven will conſiſt in Acts, 
Exerciſes, and Enjoyments, reſembling thoſe, which 
belong to our preſent earthly Sabbaths. Particular» 
ly —— the Soul will be for ever improving in its. - 
Acquaintance with the bleſſed GOD. It will be em- 
ployed in obſerving, ſtudying and learning his Ex- 
cellencies; conſidering the Relation in which He 
ſtands to the ſeveral Orders of Bein ; thro? the Uni- 
verſe, and the Sehemes of his- Providence and Grace 
relating to them. Gop's People will fee him with { 
an intellectual Eye; underſtand more of his Excel- 
| lencies and Perfections than they. can now do; and: 


A, 
* 
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their continually-improving Knowledge of him will 
excite the moſt ardent Love to him, and the higheſt 
Satisfaction in his Favour and Friendſhip.—Thiz 
will produce the /ublimeft Exerciſes of Devotion, and 
lead them to pour out thejr whole Souls in the 
' moſt exalted Strains of Love and Praiſe, They will 
enjoy Communion with him, when they retire from 
- their Fellow-ſaints to converſe with their ever-preſent 
Gop and Saviour.——As Sabbaths below are holy 
 Convecations, where Numbers join together to wor- 
ſhip their Creator, it cannot be imagined, but that 
holy Men of the ſame Nation, and of the ſame 
Church, may join at ſtated Times, in ſome publick 
Acts of Homage and Praiſe. And ſometimes the whole 
general Aſſembly may join together in this bleſſed 
Work ; eſpecially when ſome new Diſcovery of Gop 
is wade: to them, or ſome new. Scene of Providence 
and Grace opens upon them. The Lord Few 
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will alſo be the Obje& of thelx Praife, and their 


Love; and they will ſing a new Song to him that 
ſitteth upon the Throne and to the Lamb. Chriſt 
will be ſeen by them in all his Glory. The Blefled 
above will all be Prieffs unto GOD, inſtructing, 
edifying and animating one another. The Angels, 
or Spirits of higher Rank, may be employed as 
Preachers in this heavenly Sabbath; to open to dif- 
ferent Aſſemblies, the aſtoniſhing Scenes of Provi- 
dence,. the Wonders of redeeming Love, and the un- 
ſearchable Riches.of divine Grace : and they may, with 
celeſtial Ardour, lead their Devotion, Yea, the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf may ſometimes condeſcend to be 
a Preacher to that vaſt Congregation, and inform 
them of Things . the e and Ex- 

| | 9 
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preſſion of Angels. He may give them further 


Light into the Myſtery of the divine Nature, and 


his own; and diſplay to them the manifold Won- 
ders and boundleſs Goodneſs of Gop. . No doubt 


this will be attended with freſh Communications 


of Light and Love from the inexhauſtible Source 
of them. And theſe will produce ſuch a Height and 
Sublimity of Devotion, and ſuch Tranſports of Joy 
in Acts of Praiſe, as they have now no Idea of, 
and which even at their firſt Entrance on this bleſ- 


ſed Work in Heaven, they did not think their Na- 
tures capable of attaining. 
ly Reft includes afive Services for Gop. On the 


Further, this heaven; 


Sabbath, we are to do Gop's Work: and in the 
Sabbatiſm above, good Men will do the Will of 


Gov, like the Angels, with Ardour, Rapidity, and 


Joy. * His Servants ſhall /erwve him, and they ſhall 


ſee his Face.“ They will wait the Signals of his 
Will and execute his Pleaſure, according to their. 


different Capacities and Abilities, Acts of Cha- 
rity are proper and becoming on the Sabbath now. 
And tho” the Saints above will have no bodily 
Wants to ſupply, no Afflictions to call for Pity, 
no Diſtreſſes to relieve: yet as Creatures, they muſt 


be imperfect, and may want friendly Offices, eſpe- 


cially at their firſt Entrance on 'this Ref. And it 
will be -the delightful Employment of the Bleſſed, 
to diſcover the tendereſt Affection to each other; 
to communicate Knowledge, Goodneſs and Pleaſure to 
one another, and to quicken one another's Spirits 
in the Devotion and Work of Gop's heavenly Tem- 


ple. This is as clear and conciſe a View, as I 
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| eould give you, of the Devotion and Enjoyment of 
the heavenly Sabbath. In order to illuſtrate this 


Matter further, let us conſider it in a een 
Light, and obſerve, 


III. It infinitely exceeds our beſt Sabbaths on \ Earth, 


And that, in theſe Particulars, — there is nothing 
to interrupt the Reſt,—or to prevent the Pleaſure 
of the Work, —and it is eternal. x f 


1. There is nothing to interrupt the Reſt above, 
or hinder our engaging in the glorious Work. 


Here, the neceſſary Cares of Life break-in upon 
our Sabbaths, and too oſten diſtract our Thoughts. 
| We unavoidably loſe much of our ſacred. Time in 
Eating, Drinking, Drefling and going to the ſolemn 
Aſſembly. Here, there muſt be an Intermiſſion for 
Sleep ; otherwiſe we ſhall ſoon tire, fink and die, 
But the ſpiritual Bodies of the Saints need no Re- 
.  'eruit of Food and Sleep. The Garments of Light 
and Immortality never need to be put off. They 
never wear out, never fade, never grow out of Fa- 
ſhion. Their ſpiritual Bodies fly, ſwift as the Morn» 
ing-light, from Place to Place, and are no Incum- 
brance to the Spirit. Here, we are often detained 
from the Houſe of Gop; ſhut- up as his Priſoners, 
for whole Days; ſometimes for Months and Years 
together. While our Fellow-chriftians are enjoying 
the Delights of the Sanctuary, we are groaning thro 
Pain, or ſighing-away the tedious Hours in pining 
Sickneſs. We take up the beautiful, eee 
| "Complaint of the Been Dr. Watts : 
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c Lo 4 fen Day of ſacred Reft returns, 
. but net to me returns 
C Re eft with the Day ten thouſand hurrying Dugi 


« Bear me away tumultuous, far from Heaven 


And heav'nly Work : Alas! Fleſh drags me down : 


« From Things celeſtial, and confines my Senſe 

« To preſent Maladies. Unhappy State? 

© Where the poor Spirit is ſubdu'd i' endure 

Unholy Idleneſs; a painful Abſence 

* From GOD a Heaven and Angel: Bleſſed Works ; 
And bound to bear the Agonies and Nie. 


re, filly Pius and fhatter'd Nerwer impoſe 
| There are none of theſs fad Complaints above. 


The Inhabitants never ſay, they are aer nor are 
they ever confined, or diſtreſſed, by the Sickneſs, 


Pains, and Sorrows of others. The youngeſt Child 


of Light is able to take Care of himſelf, and to 


join in the Work of Heaven; and needs not detain 


any of the elder from it. Again, 


2. There is nothing to prevent dur Attention to 


the Work, and our Pleaſure in it. 


There will be nothing of this Kind in n 


and nothing in thoſe about us. — Nothing in our/elver, 


our Frame, our Situation, or Circumſtances. Our 
Faculties here, are weak and imperfet. They com- 


prehend but little of Gop, and ſoon tire in the Con- 


templation and Worſhip of Him. A thouſand wan+ 
dering Thoughts croud-in upon our Minds, and call 
them off from Gop and divine Things. But there, 
our Faculties will be exalted to the higheſt Degree of 
natural Perfection. There will be no Darkneſs upon 


* 
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the Underſtanding. The Will ſhall be pure, and clear. 
ed of all its Depravity. The Heart will no longer 
hanker after the World, nor be drawn aſide by its 
Impertinencies. The Afe&4ions will all be regular, 
compoſed, and fixed upon their proper Objects; 
and no Diſtraction will diſengage the Heart from 
its beloved Work. Here, we are abſent from Gop; 
our Faith is weak and our Love languid. There, 
we ſhall be near Him, and fee Him Face to Face, 
Faith ſhall be turned into Sight, and perfect Love 
ſhall exclude all Doabt and Fear. Gop will no 
more reveal himſelf thro? Means and "Inſtruments, 
but we ſhall * ſee as we are ſeen, and know as we 
are known.“ Here, the Body is a great Clog and 


 Hinderance to the Soul in Sabbath-work. There, 


by becoming a ſpiritual Body, it ſhall be a Help to 
it; ſhall be refined and fitted for ſpiritual Exerciſes, 
There will be no heavy Eyes, ſinking Spirits, or 
weary Limbs, Here, we are forced to be at a 
great deal of Pains to prepare the Heart for Sab- 
bath-work, and to keep the 'Thoughts in any tolerable 
' Meaſure fixed, while engaged in it. But here, the 
Heart will always be in Frame, and the Work will 
be performed with Eaſe and with Delight. Here, 
we often carry our Sorrows and Cares with us to 


the Houſe of Gop, and cannot keep them out. 


There, they will never enter. Here, our Communi- 


on with Gop is imperfe&t, and his Bleflings flow 


down upon us by Drops. There, our Communion 
will be compleat, and the Influences of his Spirit, 
enlightening, - quickening, comforting, will come 
upon us in a full Stream, and produce Rivers of 
pninterrupted Pleaſure. Here, we may exceed. 
| . = __ 
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even in Sabbath-work; and (as good Mr. Philip ; 
Henry expreſſeth it) © there may be over-doing in 
« well-doing.” But there is no Danger of that above. 
The Body and the Mind will be ſuited to one an- 
other, and ſuited to their Work; never wearied 
with it, never weary of it. Again, 


There will be nothing in thoſe about us to pre- | 
rent our Attention to the Work, and Pleaſure in 
it. Here, we are grieved to ſee others-profaning 
the Sabbath, affronting Goy's Authority, and neg- | 
lecting his Inſtitutions. But not one of theſe im- 1 
pious Souls ſhall have a Place in Gop's upper Tem- | It 
ple. Here, we ſee much in our Fellow-worſhippers, | WW 
which gives us Concern and Uneaſineſs. We obſerve, | 
that, ſometimes, a trifling Reaſon keeps them away 
from Gop's Houſe: ſometimes they come late and | 
with Indifference, as if they had no Love to the | 
Habitation of Gop's Houſe, but thought his Ser- | 
vice a Wearineſs. Sometimes, we have the Grief 
to ſee them ſleeping, ftaring-about, and appearing 
inattentive and unaffected. But there, every Soul 
will be All-life, Ardour, Spirit and Activity in 
Gop's Work; nor will there be the leaſt Sign of 
any one's diflifing 3 it, or being weary of it. ſere, 
ſometimes the Maſters of our Aſſemblies are negligent | 
in their Preparations, cold in their Addreſſes to 15 
Men and to Gop. Sometimes bodily Infirmities 
render their Services leſs acceptable, entertaining | | 
and ediſyiag to their Hearers. But the Treaſure | 
will noc (hen be lodged in earthen Veſſeli.— In our 
Churches below, good and bad are mixed together, 
We join in\Sabbath-work with ſome, whom we can 
not but fear we mall never meet above; and with 
3 | | whom 


275 The HEAVENLY STATE confidered | Dif. i. 
whom therefore, we cannot enjoy that friendly and 
entire Communion which is defirable, But hers, 
all the Aſſembly is righteous. The whole Church 
is wit liout Spot or Wrinkle, and there is not one 
_ jarring String in all the Harmony of Heaven. 
Here, only a few Chriſtians can meet and eng 
together in Sabbath-work. There, all the. Saints of 
all Ages, and from all Places, ſhall meet, and con- 
| RKitute one general and vaſt Aſſembly, They ſhall - 
all have Communion in this Reſt, Devotion, and 
- Glory. They ſhall all be Spirits made perfect, and 
aſſiſt and animate the Devotion of each other, and 
\  Increaſe' one another's Rapture and Joy. I am. to 
add, which crowns the Whole, Gat it exceeds our 
-beſt Sabbaths on Earth, ; | 


3. Becauſe it is eternal. 


It is a Sabbath that hath 10 Night.” Our Sab. 
baths here are quickly ended: their Pleaſures are 
| ſoon over. We muſt return to Sleep, and to the 
| Toils and Labours of Life. But the immortal Bodies 
of the Saints never want Repoſe. Their Work is 
their Reſt, No Work-days return after the heaven- 
Iy Sabbath. Mortality is the Diſgrace of all earth- 
ly Delights. The Re which remains for Gov's 


People is eternal. Days, Nights, Weeks, Months, 


Years, Time, theſe are Words that have no Sig- 
| nification in Heaven. Theſe are the former Things 
Which have all paſted away. They ref nat Day er 
Night, ſay ing, holy, holy, holy, Lord Gop Al- 
mighty. They are before the Throne of Gop and 
ſerve him Day and Night in his Temple ;'* that 
| | : _ 
Rev. vil 15. | 
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is, continually and for ever; for we are expreſsly 
told, that there is mo Night there: and our Lord 
promiſeth thoſe, who overcome their Luſts and 
Enemies, that he will make them Pillar, in the 
Temple of his Gov, and they ſhall go our no more. 
| Becauſe Chriſt lives, they ſhall /ive al/o, and be 
ever with the Lord.” This enhances the Glory and 
Felicity of the heavenly Sabbath; that it is a 
Sabbath without Pauſe, without Interruption and 
without End. 

Thus have I, in my poor imperfect Way, attemp- 
| ted to deſcribe that Rift which remaineth for the 
People of Gor. I have ſaid enough to ſhow you 
that it is inconceivably valuable, glorious and hap- 
py. And I pray that, thro' divine Grace, it may 
be enough to diſpoſe you all earneſtly to deſire it, 
diligently to purſue it, and to improve your Sabbaths 
on Earth, as a Preparation for it. I conclude this 
Diſcourſe with the Words of Dr. Bates, * If I could 
« ſpeak never ſo long on this Subject, all my 
e Thoughts and Expreſſions would fall infinitely 
* ſhort of it. It is our Happineſs, that we are in- 
capable of fully underſtanding it. $0 that here 
our Incapacity turns to our Advantage, and ſhould, 
* excite our moſt ſolicitous Purſuit. For it is in- 
* finitely above all that we can aſk or think, even 
* this Re that remaineth to the People of Gov.” 
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T he HEAVENLY STATE conſidered under 


the Idea of a. SABBATH. 


 Heprews iv. 9. | | 
There remaineth therefore a Reft to the People of GOD, 


A S hope to be ſaved, is a common Proteſtation 
| with ſome of the moſt impious Men; which 
plainly ſhows their great Ignorance, both of them- 
ſelves and the Terms of Acceptance and Salvation, 
What Men wiſh, they eaſily believe; and, not being 


able to ſhake-off their Fears of the Wrath to. come, 


they are glad to cheriſh any preſumptuous Hope, 
Which may make their Conſciences in ſome Meaſure 
eaſy, while they go-on in their Treſpaſſes. This 
zs ſo common aad fatal an Errour, that it is ne- 
ceſſary often to remind profeſſing Chriſtians, that 
s quithout Holineſs no Man ſhall: ſee the Lord. It is 
peculiarly proper, after the Glory and Felicity of 
the heavenly State have been deſcribed, to ſet-forth 
the Temper and. Qualifications neceſſary, in order 
to our obtaining it. This is what I am now to do. 
In the former Diſcourſe, I propoſed to confider, 
Fir, The Idea given in the Text of the hea- 
venly State, as a Sabbath, or holy Ref, And 


1 * . Secondly, 


- 
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Secondly, To ſhow for whom it remaineth, namely, 
for the People of Gop. ——In conſidering the 


heavenly State as a Sabbath, or holy Reſt, it was 


obſerved, that it is a Reſt — from all ſuch Labour? 
and Employments as relate. to this World — from the 
Moleſtation of Enemies — from the Anxieties and 
Sorrows of Life — and it 1s a Settlement in a Sens 


of perfect Serenity and full Complacency, = 
This Sabbati/m is likewiſe a State of the "noble 


Devotion, Service, and Enjoyment, in the Contem- 
plation and Worſhip of God, Obedience to him, 
and Serviceableneſs to our Fellow-ſaints — as there 
is nothing to interrupt the Reſt — or to prevent the 
' Pleaſure of the add it is eternal. now 


proceed: to ſhow, 
| Secondly, For whom this Ref nec 


Namely, for the People of Gov. For the Illuſ- 
tration of this, it may be ſufficient to obſerve, that 


this Expreſſion doth not merely ſignify the Profeſſors - 
of the Goſpel — but thoſe among them, who ſincerely 

. Chooſe the Lord for their Gop, and act worthy of 
this Relation and conſiſtent with it. 


1. This Ref doth not belong to all the Profeltors 


of the Goſpel, merely as ſuch. 


The Haelites indeed, as a Nation, were diſtin 


guiſned from the other Nations of the Earth, and 


were ſtyled the People of GOD. In like Manner, 
all that believe the Goſpel are he People of GOD.- 
The Gentiles, ſaith the Apoſtle, * who had not been 


the People, became the People of Gop.* Chriſtians, 


10 . from Jews and Heathens, are now 


* N the 


CS — 


| Privileges and Bleflings by this Relation to Goo, 
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the People of Gon, in the ſame Senſe as the Jews 
were, But tho' they are entitled to many glorious 


yet it is expected and required of them, that they 
improve theſe Privileges, and * wall worthy the 


Calling, wherewith they are called: or elſe they 


will forfeit the Favour of Gop, and come ſhort 
of eternal Salvation. This was the Caſe among the 


Iſraelites : All were not 1/rael, the ſincere Ser- 
vants of Gop, who were of Vrael.“ Many of the 
Vraelites, to whom a promiſe of poſſeſiing | the Land 


of Canaan was made, came ſhort of it, and never 


entered into Gop's Reſt. In like Manner, many 


of the profeſſed Diſciples of Chriſt, who have the 
Hope of heavenly Reſt ſet before them, will come 


ſhort of it. The Apoſtle argues from the Caſe of 


the I/raclites to that of Chriflians. Tho' the 1/a- 
elites were * all baptized into M/, did all eat the 


fame ſpiritual Meat, and did all drink the ſame 


ſpiritual Drink, yet with many of them Gop was 


diſpleaſed, and they were overthrown in the Wilder- 


neſs,” * Theſe Things were written for our Admoni- 
tion that we do not preſume upon our Privileges, and 


2 negle& to improve them. In our Context, he further 


urges their Example, and cautions Chriſtians againſt 
that Unbelief, by which ſo many of them came ſhort 


of Canaan, He tells us, there is Danger of our 


being hardened by the Deceitfulne/s of Sin and that 


then only we are made Partakers of Chriſt, of thoſe 


peculiar Bleſſings, and that final Happineſs, which 


he will confer upon his People, if we hold the 
Beginning of our Confidence feadfaft w the End.“ 


Fr | That 
1 Cor. x, 


* 
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That this Ref is not provided for all profeſling 
Chriſtians as ſuch, is very evident from the Nature 


of it. For ungodly, ſenſual, worldly Men could not 


reliſh its Happineſs, nor are they capable of per- 
forming its Work, It is evident from the Re&:ruds 
of the divine Nature, For Gop loveth Righteouſneſs 
and hateth Iniquity, and can never treat diſobedi- | 
ent and obſtinate Sinners, as his Favourites. and 
Friends; or fail to ſhow his Diſpleaſure againſt their 
Wickedneſs, This is evident from innumerable De- 
clarations of the Holy Seripture ; in which the Terms 
of Acceptance and Salvation are. ſo plainly expreſ- 
ſed, that an honeſt Inquirer cannot be deceived, 


and imagine that any Ref remaineth for the 3 


On the contrary, 


2. The people of Gov, for whom this Ref re- 
maineth, are thoſe, and thoſe only, who chooſe the 
Lord for their Gop, and act worthy of ſuch a 
Relation, and conſiſtent with it. 75 


SGov's People are his Property; in anner Treas 
ſure; whom He hath redeemed to himſelf by the 
Blood of his Son; whoſe Hearts have been renewed 
by his Holy Spirit; ; who have ſolemnly avouched the 
Lord for their Covenant- God thro' Chriſt Joines ; 
and ſincerely preſented their Souls and Bodies to 
him, as a living Sacrifice. They are ſach, as 


have yielded themſelyes- entirely. to Gop and his 


Service; without making a Reſerve in Favour of 
any one Sin; without making an Exception to any 
one Duty ; but are defirous to have Reſpect to all 
his Commands. Faith, as it ſignifies repoſing the 
Confidence of oyr Souls ypon Chriſt, and acts as 
* 4 5 2 Prin- 


1 
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a Principle of Obetiqace to his Laws, 1s the grand 


Qvalification for our being the People of Gop and 
entering into R. The Apoſtle-obſerves, we which 


have believed do enter into Reſt.“ Faith is always. 


the Way, by which Men muſt expect to enter 1nto 


| what-ever Reſt Gop promiſeth, in one Age or an- 


other. Thoſe that ſincerely believe and faithfully 
retain the Goſpel, are the only Perſons that can 


enter into Gop's Reft. It is provided for ſuch, 


as live under the Reſtraints of the divine Autho- 
rity; under a Senſe of God's ineſtimable Love, and 
their Obligations to his Service; and who perſevere 
and patiently continue in Well-doing ; ; for he alone 


that endureth. to the End ſhall be ſaved. For ſuch 


as theſe, and none but ſuch, this Reſt remaineth : 
and it would be inconſiſtent with the Holineſs of 


Gov, the Character of Chriſt, the whole Strain of 


the Goſpel, and the very Nature of this Reſt, to 


admit any others into it, —— To them this Reſt 


is ſure. It remaineth for them; hid with Chriſt in 
Gov; ſafely laid-up in the unſeen World, and they 
Mall finally poſſeſs it, and never loſe it. I would 
be ſolicitous, Brethren, to guard you againſt fatal 

Miſtakes; and I hope what bath been ſaid will de 
ſufficient to ſhow you, that none but ſincere Chriſti 
ans have a Reſt remaining for them. — I would 
therefore proceed to the Application of the Sub- 


ject, which will furniſh out the following uſeful 


. Reflections. | 
APPLICATION. 
1. Let us be thankful that ſuch a Ref remaineth, 
and is — for Gop's People. 


We 
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We know, by daily Experience, that the preſent 
is a trying, diſquieting Scene; that Man which is 
born of a Woman 1s of few Days and they are 
full of Trouble.” There is nothing can ſo effeQual- 
ly relieve the Mind under its heavy Burdens and 
painful Apprehenſions, as the Expectation of a 


ſpeedy, a compleat; and an everlaſting Ref, Let us 
| bleſs Gop for this Relief. We might have been 


left to eaweary. our/elves for Vanity; ſeeking Re and 


finding none; ſeeking it indeed, as moſt do, where 


it is not to be found, in earthly Things; with- 
out any clear Proſpe& of a Ref beyond the Grave, 
or any Encouragement to ſeek after it: till, after 
the Labours and Sorrows of Life, we had gone down 
to Deſtruction. We ſhould be thankful to the Fa- 
ther of our Spirits, for thoſe obſeure Hints, which 
Reaſon gives us of a Ref hereafter; tho* it might 
be able to go no further than to conceive of a mixed 
State of Being, wherein there ſhould be leſs Evil 


and more Happineſs, than in the preſent. But the 


Hope and Aſſurance, that there is a perfect and un- 
Interrupted Ret for Gop's People; and this groun- 
ded upon the Authority of Gop and the Reſurrec- 
tion of Chriſt, is ſurely, enough to fill our Hearts 


are thankful, I hope, Brethren, for any. R-/pite from 
Toil -and from Sorrow now: thankful for a few 
Hours Sleep, after a weariſome Day, or a Night full 


of toſſing; thankful for a ſhort Interval of Eaſe, N 
thro' a Cordial or compoſing Draught prepared by 


the Skill of Man. And will you not be thankful 

for the Views of everlaſting Eaſe and Repoſe; yea, of 

being * comforted according to the Days in which you 
| | Ez 
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| have been afflicted, and the Years in which you have 
- ſeen evil?? A grand Cordial! that will never loſe 
its Efficacy ; prepared by the Skill and Goodneſs 


of your heavenly Father, and adminiſtered by the 
Hand of your Redeemer and Saviour! You are 


thankful, I hope, for the Reft of the Sabbath ;. when 


you lay-aſide the Hurries and Cares of this diſtrac- 
ting, polluting World. And ſhall not the Proſpect 


of an everlaſting Sabbath excite the moſt grateful 
Emotions in your Breaſts, to him who hath be- 


gotten you to this lively. Hope, by the ReſurreQion 


of his Son from the dead? You are grieved, Chriſ. 
tians, that you ſerve Gop ſo poorly on his own Day; 
that ſo many Infirmities, Diſtractions and Imperfec- 5 


tions attend your Sabbath-work. O! let all that is 


within you praiſe Him, for the Proſpe& of that better 
| Sabbath, when theſe Things ſhall be done away; 


when you ſhall become like the Angels of Goo; 


and reſemble them in the Ardour of their Devo- 
tion, the Activity of their Services, and the Great- 
_ neſs and Duration of their Bliſs, 


2. How olorious a Leader is Chriſt, ai Con» 
ducts his People to ſuch a Reſt. 


© If Jaſhua, ſaith the Apoſtle, had given the Me- 


elites all that Reſt, which was typified by the Sab 
bath, David would not afterwards have ſpoken of 
anchor Day, implying another Reſt,” But Gop 
| hath provided ſome better Thing for us, even an 
eternal Reft and Jeſus Chriſt 1s appointed the Cap- 


tain of our Salvation, to lead us to it. What were 
the Pleaſures of the Land of Canaan, tho? a good 


Laod, and the Glory of all Lands, to that Setter 
. : Connery. 
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Country, even an heavenly one, which we profeſs 
to ſeek and hope for? The 1fraelites, tho' ſettled in 
Canaan by Joſhua, were frequently diſturbed in the 
Poſſeſſion of it. Yea, they loſt it by Sin; were driven 
out of their goodly Heritage; led captive by their 
Enemies, and are now Vagabonds upon the Face of 
the Earth. But Chriſt conducts his People to a 
better Reft ; to an Inheritance, which he hath pur- 
chaſed for them, and which is deſcribed with the 
greateſt Pomp of. Language, and every Idea of 
Things grand, magnificent and delightful i is taken - in, 
to exalt our Conception of it, Chriſt is gone before 
to prepare this Reſt for lis People. He aſſiſts and en- 
| ables them to overcome all thoſe Enemies, who op- 


poſe their Entrance upon it. He furniſhes them, by 


his Spirit, with thoſe Diſpoſitions and Graces which 
render them meet for it. He will at length ſend 
his Angels to conduct them to it; receive them to 
himſelf, and will be the everlaſting Object of their 
Vegneratien and Love. When he comes, the ſecond 
Time, to complete his whole Church, and gather- 
together all his People to their Reft, he will be 
admired in his Saints and glorified in all them that 
believe.“ And it becomes us to admire and glorify 
him now, as the Leader and Guardian of his Peo- 
ple, and * the Author of ezernal Redemption to all 
them that obey him.“ 


3» Let us all fear, leſt we come ſhort of this Reſt. 


11 is, as I hinted above, the Deſign of the Apoſtle 
in the Context, to warn Chriſtians of the Danger 
they are in of coming ſhort” of Heaven, as the ra- 
e/ites did of Canaan, Let us attend to his Caution, 

Ne and 
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and maintain a holy Solicitude, teſt,” a Promiſe 
being left as of entering into his Reſt, any of us 
ſhould never partake of it.“ I have addreſſed to you 


. all as Gop's People: but is that really the Caſe | 


with you? Can I reaſonably believe or hope, that 
you are all meet for this Reſt and Felicity, which 


T have been deſcribing ? It becomes you to be ex- 


tremely and daily ſolicitous to know, whether you 
are or not. Let me entreat each of you to aſt 
your own Conſcience, as in the Sight of Gop, Am 
J one of his People? Have 7 choſen him as my 
Gop and my Portion? Am 7 every Day owning 
him as ſuch, acknowledging my Dependance upon 


him, and Obligations to him; humbling myſelf be- 
fore him for my Unworthineſs and Guilt, and ear- 


neſtly entreating his Pardon, Favoar, and Protecti- 
on? Am I weary of Sin, ſenſible of the Corruptions 
of my own Heart, and continually watching and 
praying that I may mortify and ſubdue them? Am 
J 7 continually living by the Faith of the Son of 
Gop, and looking to him for Grace and Strength 
ſufficient for me? Do J prefer Heaven to Earth, 
and the Rei of Gop's People above, to all the 
F aſe, Gain, and Pleaſure, which this World can . 
afford? When the Intereſts of Time and Eternity | 
come in Gompetition, do I readily and chearfully 
make a Sacrifice of thoſe of Time, to ſecure my 
better, my eternal Intereſt ? Yea, do J deliberately 
chooſe to ſubmit to any Pain, Loſs, or Reproach, 
rather than offend Gov, wound my own Conſcience, 


or weaken my Hope. of Immortality? Do J find in 


my Heart a real Correſpondence to this Hope ? a 
ng Love to the Goo of Hope ? to Jeſus, 
| who 
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who is our Hope; ; a conſtant Care to Na my- 
ſelf as Chriſt is pure, and to have my Converſa- 
tion in Heaven? Let me aſk myſelf further, as a 
pretty certain Criterion, How ſtand 7 affected to the 
Reft and Work of Gop's Sabbaths; thoſe bleſſed 
Emblems and Earneſts of the Sabbati/m or holy Re 
above? If J do not look upon my Sabbaths, as the 
golden Spots of Time, and am not moſt ſolicitous 
to improve them, 7 can never be fit for the holy 
Reft and Work above. Bring your Hearts, Sirs, to 
the Touchflone of ſuch Inquiries as theſe.— To ex- 
cite you to make diligent Search, conſider, that if 
you come ſhort of this R/, you mult be for ever 
reſtleſs and miſerable. There is a Reſt remaining for 
| Gop's People; but there is none for his. Enemies. 
There is no Peace to the Wicked at preſent, and 
there will be none hereafter, Reſt indeed, from the 
\ Pains and Sorrows of Mortality they would. like: 
| They are ſometimes glad to die, and even deſtrqy 
themſelves, thro? the Anguiſh of a pained” Body or 
a wounded Spirit. But tho' the Grave hides them 
from the Reproach of Men, it doth not, cannot, 
hide them from the Wrath of God. Tho' Death 
makes the Body inſenſible of Pain, it gives no Reſt 
to the wounded Spirit. They would indeed chooſe 
| Heaven, when they die; that 1s, they would chooſe 
it as they would any other Place, merely as a Re- 
fuge from Hell. But as a ke/y Reſt, a State of the 
votion and ſpiritual Exerciſes, Work and Enj 
ment; this is diſagreeable to their Natures, Ps 
ble to their Taſte and Reliſh ; and therefore would 
be no Relief to them. They expect to find Ref, 
| when they quit the Body; but alas! that is but 
N 6 tue 
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the Beginning of their Sorrows. - Bei ng Rebels a- 
gainſt the Law, the Government, and the Appoint- 
ment of Gop, they cannot inherit his Kingdom. 

Nothing remaineth for them but * a fearful looking- 
for of Vengeance and fiery Indignation.”. Gop hath 
ſolemnly worn, that ſuch Perſons ſhall newer enter 
into his Reft: and to have loſt that Happineſs, and 
to: have loſt it for a little Money or Pleaſure, for 
the Indulgence of a ſenſual Appetite or irregular 
Paſſion, will be a moſt tormenting Reflection to 


them, and for ever deprive them of Reſt.— But 


beſides this, they will be ſent down to a Place of 
Torment, where the Worm dieth not, and the Fire 
is not quenched ; where there is Weeping and Wail- 
ing and gnaſhing of Teeth.” And can that be a 


State of Ref, think you? So widely different are 


the States, the future, everlaſting States, of God's 
People and his Enemies! Let me earneſtly intreat, 
and folemnly charge you therefore, that you fear, 


with a daily Solicitude, * leſt a Promiſe being left 
| you of entering into his Ref, any of you ſhould. 


ſeem to come ſhort of it. To-day if ye will hear 
his Voice, harden not your Hearts. Is there ſuch 


a Reſt remaining for Gop's People, | | . ”_ 


4. This ſhould endear Sabbaths to 8 


I cannot omit to mention and enforce ſo "FTE" a. 
Reflection from the Text, as illuſtrated in the former 
Diſcourſe, tho' I have been ſo largely diſcourſing to 
you on the Sudject of ſanctifying the Lord's Day. 
God's People in Heaven keep an eternal Sabbath. 
They employ themſelves in ſuch Acts and Exer- 


1 as are * now and they enjoy. 


| ſuch 
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ſuch Bleſſings and Conſolations, as are Sabbath-en- 
joyments now. Lord's Days, religiouſly obſerved,. 
are an Emblem of this Ref: they tend to fit us 
for it, and give us delightful Foretaſtes of its Bleſ- 
ſedneſs. Let us then, never call that a Drudgery,” 


which is the Employment of Heaven, the Work of 
Angels and glorified Spirits; which conſtitutes their 


Reft and their Joy. It is a ſad Sign of a carnal | 


Heart, a Heart utterly unfit for Heaven, when Men 
_ diſlike the Work of the chriſtian Sabbath. How can- 
he be happy in quitting earthly Cares and Labours for- 
ever, that cannot contentedly lay them aſide for one 
Day in a Week ? How unfit-is he for the eternal Sab- 
bath, who is continually ſaying, len will the Sab- 
| bath be gone? How can he reliſh an Eternity ſpent- 
in religious Exerciſes, to whom a ſingle Day, or a 
few Hours in a Day thus ſpent, is painful and irk- 
ſome ? Who had rather be in idle Company, at 
Sport or . Amuſement, or any where, than in the 
Houſe of Gor? And dares rob the ſupreme Lord 
of his ſacred Time, to devote it to Sin and Fol- 
ly? There cannot be a ſurer Sign, that Men ſhall 
never enter into Gop's Ref in Heaven, than their: 


profaning his Day of Ref on Earth. Let us, my 


Friends, keep the Sabbath from polluting it, and. 
call it @ Delight, and honour Gop upon it. Let 
us highly value and diligently improve, our facred: 
Days of Reft, as Types and Anticipations of the 
eternal Sabbath. So we ſhall find them; and 
have frequent Reaſon to adopt the Words of Jacob, 
and ſay of our religious Aſſemblies, as he did of 
Bethel, * How dreadful, or how /olemn, is this Placa“ 
this is none other but the Houſe of GOD, and this. 
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3s the Gate of Heaven," Is there a Reft remain- 
ing for Gop's People, 


= A This ſhould reconcile them to the Want of 
Ren here. | 


It is an Errour, into hd even the People of 
| Gop are apt to fall, to entertain too low and un- 
worthy Thoughts .of Heaven, and to expect too 
much in and from, this World. It is not indeed. 
their Portion; nor do they look for an entire Free- 
dom from Troubles and perfect Re here; but 
they expect a greater Freedom and more Reſt than 
Providence ever intended. The Nature of the 
World, and their own Circumſtances, as Creatures 
dwelling in frail Bodies, attended with many Im- 
perfections, and connected with ſo many other im- 
perfect Creatures, forbid ſuch Expectation. This. 
is a Schodl of Education and Diſcipline for Goy's 
People; and it is his Appointment, that thro' muck 
Tribulation they ſhould enter into the Kingdom.” 
Afflictions are uſeful, to convince us that li, is 
not our Re; to prevent our miſtaking our Reſt- 
 Ing-place, and taking up with ſomething ſhort of 
it. They are ſerviceable to keep us from wander- 
ing out of the Way to Ref, and to quicken our Pace 

towards it. Let us not expect our Re, here: it is 
not to be found in this World. We are here but: 
Pilgrims and Strangers, and have no continuing City.. 
Nothing here below can afford us complete and laſt- 
ing Refi. We are ready to expect it in this Place, this 
Circumſtance, or ,, Relation in Life. We lay our 
Heads down as on a ſoft Pillow, and think with 
| * 


ous Gen, xxviii, 77. 
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ourſelves, now we ſhall have ſome Repoſe: but we 
find the Pillow has Thorns in it; or, if it appears 
| Uuite eaſy and comfortable, it is ſuddenly ſnatched 
from under our Heads; and the more ſecurely we 
reſted, the more violent is the Stroke and Fall, and 


the more grievous the Diſappointment. Let us learn 
Wiſdom by our frequent Diſappointments in the 
Creature, and look more to Gop and to Heaven. 
Let us ſay to our Souls, amidſt the Anxieties and 
Sorrows of Life, Return unto thy Reſt, O my Soul. 
And let us wait with Patience the happy Day, that 


ends all our Fatigues and Diſtreſs, This Life is like 


a tempeſtuous Sea; and as ſoon. might we count 


the Waves of the Sea in their Succeflion, as the 


Troubles of Life. But our weary Souls ſhall at 
length be landed on a peaceful Shore. Let us, then, 
encourage ourſelves in the Lord our Gop; for He 
will ſupport our Spirits under all their Diſtreſſes, 


make theſe work together for our good and with 


him ( as the Apoſtle expreſſeth it) © it is a righte- 


ous Thing to recompence Tribulation to them that 


trouble his People, and to them who are troubled 
Reſt with us, when the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhall be 


revealed from Heaven. Is there a Reſt for 13 | 


People of Gop, 


6. Let us be active in the Buſineſs of Life while 


we are continued here. - 


A Mahometan General, after the RE of. an . 


— 


Action, being advidge by a Friend to take ſome | | | 


Repoſe, anſwered, 


may reſt to-morrow.” We labour in this World, 
that we may reſt in that which is to come. This 
=_ 


0 > Theſ. , Th | 


We labour to Day, that we 
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is the World for Labour ; the other for Repoſe. 
Six Days ſhalt thou <vor+ and on the ſeventh ſhalt 


thou ref, was the Law of the earthly Sabbath. And 
the Law relating to the heavenly. one is, live to Gov 


work his Work, and- then . ſhalt thou ref with him. 


The Reft remaineth; and it ſuppoſes previous La- 
| bour. It is not given, but after a Life of Service, 
and as the gracious Reward of it. An idle Chriſtian 


is as great a Contradiction, as a drunken one. The 


People of Gop have great and important Work to 
do; even to ſerve Gop and their Generation: and 


in this they are to be employed thro' their whole 


Lives. If then we deſire Re hereafter, let us mind 
our Work now.: labour © to eleanſe ourſelves from 
all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, -perfetting Holi- 


neſs in the Fear of Gop;' aſpiring after greater 


| Likeneſs: to him, and greater Serviceableneſs to Man- 


kind. Let us labour after a more lively Faith in 


this future Re, and make it the Subject of our 
ſerious Meditation. Let us compare it with the 


Things of Time and Senſe. A Recollection of its 


ſuperiour Excellency and eternal Duration, will pre- 


ſerve us from neglecting the Work of Go; from 
trifling in it, or making the Infirmities of Life an 


Excuſe for Sloth and Indifference. This will render 


our future Re much more comfortable. The Sleep 
of a laboaring Man, ſaith Solomon, is fweer,* peculi- 


arly ſweet: ſo will the Ren of the active Chriſtian 
| be. Diligence in our chriſtian Work, eſpecially in 


our Sabbath-work, will fit us for the Enjoyment of 
that Re,. It doth not, it cannot, merit it: for when 


-we have done all, we are but unprofitable Servants. 


| To be free from 9 hereafter is more than we 
3s | 8 deſerve | 


* 
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deſerve: but the good Maſter we ſerve, will beſtow 


an immenſe Reward for our poor Services, and a 
Reward proportionable to the Activity and Zeal 
with which we have performed them. Let us then, 


not be /othful in Buſineſs, but fervent in Spirit, 


| ſerving the Lord. Let us be ſteadfaſt, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the Work of the Lord, for as 
much as we know that our Labour is not in Vain 


in the Lord. Laſtly, 


7. Let the People of Gov. long for the eternal 


Sabbath, and be willing, and eee e enter 


upon it. 


When Jaſiua bad oncetind the pen ke to the 
Borders of Canaan, after their Forty-years-wander- 


ing in. the Wilderneſs, can you imagine,. that. any of. 


them would. have been unwilling to enter into it, 
and have deſired to wander longer in the Wilderneſs ? 


You would have thought them extremely fooliſh 


and ungrateful, had- that been the Caſe, The Ser- 
vant, after a fatiguing Day, as Job expreſſeth it, den 
fireth the Shadow of the Evening, when he may reſt; 
and the Hireling looketh for the Reward of his 
Work.“ We often long ſor the Evening, after a te- 
dious Journey, ſome tireſome Labour, or oppreſling 
Care; are glad to retite from the World, to undreſs, 


and ſeek the nobleſt Cordial and Reſtorative of Na+ 


ture, Sleep. The good Man longs for a Saturday- 


evening, when he may have done with the World, 
gain à Reſpite from its' Cares and. Hurries ; that he 


may attend to Things celeſtial, and engage in the 
bleſſed Work of Saints and Angels. And yet, how 
often are the People of God anviieg to enter into 

| Ret ? 


* Job-vii, 2. 
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Reft? to enter on an eternal Sabbath ? Methinks a 
Soul, that hath any lively Hope of Heaven, and knows 
and feels every Day, what a diſtracting, troubleſome, 
enſnaring World this is, methinks, he ſhould chear- 


fully acguigſce in the Will of Gop, when He ſummons 


him to a better: and not only ſo, but ſhould /rgjvice 
in his Diſmiſſion. But alas! this World hath too 

great an Influence over us.' We careſs our Enemy, 
and we hug our Chains. Our Faith in unſeen Things 
is weak; and many Doubts and Fears check the na- 
tural Inclination of the renewed Soul to its R in 
Gov and Heaven. Theſe Doubts and Fears ſome- 


times ariſe from the Weakueſs of the animal Frame; 


more frequently, from the Weakneſs of our Faith, 
the Want of more cloſely walking with Gop, and a 
more holy and circumſpe& Behaviour : for want of 
looking more habitually and intenſely on the Things 


g Which are unſeen and eternal. Let us guard againſt 


theſe Things, and indeed againſt every Thing, that 

would weaken our Hopes or obſcure our Evidences: 
that ſo we may triumph in the Proſpe& of our Ref 
as nearly approaching, and may defire to depart 
and be with Chriſt, which is far better.“ Let all the 


People of Gon, and eſpecially his aged Servants, 
who have been long toiling with the Cares and 


groaning under the Sorrows of Mortality ; who have 
borne the Heat and Burden of the Day ; let them 
rejoice, that the Shadows of the Evening are draw- 
ing-on, when they ſhall 7% from their Labours and 
after a ſhort Night of Repoſe in the Grave, they will 
awake, in their complete Perſons, to an eternal Day, 
yea, to an eternal Sabbath. Welcome, feveet Day of 


Reſt ! — be the Lr of a dying Chriſtian ; 
. auelcome | 
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welcome to this reviving Breaſt avelcome to theſe 
rejoicing Eyes ! When Diſeaſes and Infirmities, the 
 Harbingers of Death, come upon you, by them 


 _ Gov ſaith unto you, Ariſe ye and depart ; for this. 


is not your Reftl, Let this be your Language, O that 
[ had Wings like @ Dove, then would 1 5 away and. 
be at Reſt ! | | 


— 
by _— * 
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ORD of the Sabbath, hear our Vows. 
On this thy Day, in this thy Houſe ; 
And own, as grateful Sacrifice, 
The Songs, which from the Deſart riſe. 


2 Thine earthly Sabbaths, Lox p, we love * 

But there's a nobler Reſt above; | 
To that our lab'ring Souls aſpire 
With ardent Pangs of ſtrong Deſire, 


3 No more Fatigue, no more Diſtreſs ; 
Nor Sin nor Hell ſhall reach the Place:; 
No Groans to mingle with the Songs, 
Which warble from immortal Tongues. 


4 No rude Alarms of raging Foes ; 

No Cares to break the long Repoſe ; ; 
No midnight Shade, no clouded Sun, 
But ſacred, high, eternal Noon. 


5 O long expected Day, begin; g 
Dawn on theſe Realms of Woe and Sin: 
Fain would we leave this weary Road, 


And ſleep in Death to reſt with Goo. 


THE END. 
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But ow. when then prayeſt, enter into thy" Clit. and 
 avhen thou haſt ſtut thy Door, pray to thy Father 
ewhich is in ſecret, and thy Father which fert in 
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